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TITLE: CONCERNING THE CONTINUATION OF PROGRAMS BENEFITING THE
PRESERVATION OF WILDLIFE HABITAT, AND, IN CONNECTION THEREWITH,
CONTINUING THE WILDLIFE HABITAT STAMP COMMITTEE.

Fiscal Impact Summary * FY 2013-2014 FY 2014-2015

State Revenue
Cash Funds

Habitat Stamp Cash Fund $3.3 million $6.6 million

State Expenditures
Cash Funds

Habitat Stamp Cash Fund
Parks and Wildlife Game Cash Fund

$3.25 million
1,250

$6.5 million
2,500

FTE Position Change

Effective Date:  Upon signature of the Governor, or upon becoming law without his signature.

Appropriation Summary for FY 2013-2014:  See State Appropriations section.

Local Government Impact:  None.

*  The bill extends an expiring program, but maintains revenue and expenditures at the current level.

Summary of Legislation

This bill continues the Habitat Stamp Program and the Wildlife Habitat Stamp Committee
indefinitely and repeals the Colorado Wildlife Passport and its cash fund.  In consultation with the
committee, the Parks and Wildlife Commission is directed to give sufficient priority to:

• conserve and protect winter range and vital habitats, including migration corridors, for
deer, elk, and other big game wildlife species;

• improve access for hunting, fishing and other wildlife-related recreation;
• protect habitat for species of concern; and
• preserve the diversity of wildlife.

Background

An annual habitat stamp costs $10 and a lifetime habitat stamp costs $300.25, and anyone
aged 18 through 64 must purchase one in order to buy or apply for a hunting or fishing license.
Annual habitat stamp revenue of $6.6 million funds the Colorado Wildlife Habitat Protection
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Program, which provides a means for Parks and Wildlife to work with private landowners, local
governments, and conservation organizations to protect important fish and wildlife habitat.  A habitat
stamp is not required to hike or camp on state wildlife areas or state trust lands.

Authorized by Senate Bill 09-235, the Colorado Wildlife Passport was expected to raise
funds for habitat protection and the Search and Rescue Cash Fund, but was never implemented.

State Revenue

The Habitat Stamp Program currently collects approximately $6.6 million in revenue per
year, although that revenue stream is scheduled to end December 31, 2013, under current law.  This
bill continues the program and the associated fees at the current level.  Compared to current law, this
represents an increase of $6.6 million per year beginning January 1, 2014.  A half-year impact of
$3.3 million would occur in FY 2013-14.  Fees are credited to the Habitat Stamp Cash Fund. 

State Expenditures

This bill continues the Habitat Stamp Program at its current level of
expenditures — $6.5 million per year.  The bill also continues the Wildlife Habitat Stamp
Committee, which currently incurs costs of about $2,500 per year.  A half-year impact is shown for
FY 2013-14 due to the program's current December 31, 2013, expiration date.  Because the program
is set to expire under current law, the state expenditures described here represent an increase over
current law.  

The Colorado Division of Parks and Wildlife spends $6.5 million annually from the Habitat
Stamp Cash Fund to acquire property and easements to protect habitats for wildlife and to provide
public access to land and water.  Funding to support the committee comes from the Parks and
Wildlife Game Cash Fund and covers costs for meals and travel reimbursements for members and
meeting room facilities. 

State Appropriations

For FY 2013-14, Parks and Wildlife in the Department of Natural Resources requires an
appropriation of $3.25 million from the Habitat Stamp Cash Fund and $1,250 from the Parks and
Wildlife Game Cash Fund.

Departments Contacted

Local Affairs Natural Resources


