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Be it Enacted by the People of the State of Colorado: 
 
Article II of the Constitution of the State of Colorado is amended BY THE 

ADDITION OF A NEW SECTION to read: 
 
Section 32. Right to health care 
 
(1) As a matter of human right and public good for all residing in 

Colorado, access to an appropriate single standard of high 
quality health care without financial barrier shall be provided 
through one public health insurance program.  Inasmuch as 
public roads, schools, libraries, and public safety services 
have long been held in Colorado as matters effecting the 
public well-being of all residents, access to high quality 
health care as a part of our individual and collective quality 
of life shall not be treated as a private, for-profit commodity 
in Colorado.   

(2) Health care reform must start with reform of the financing 
mechanism, and financing reform cannot proceed with 
private insurance companies (for-profit or not-for-profit).  
There shall be a public/social insurance plan for all 
Coloradans.  

(3) Premiums shall be collected for coverage in this public 
health insurance plan, and at no time will the premiums 
collected for this public health insurance be controlled or 
administered by any for-profit, non-public entity or 
corporation.  It shall not be necessary for any Colorado 
resident to carry any other private health coverage for 
necessary health care services and needs following 
implementation of the public health insurance plan.  No 
Colorado resident shall ever again be forced to declare 
personal bankruptcy due to medical crisis or debt, nor shall 
any Colorado business be forced to make its business 
decisions based on the costs of providing health care 
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coverage to its employees.  Premiums shall be set under a 
progressive financing model which will at all times cover the 
costs of the public health insurance program and fairly 
spread the costs of the program across the economic levels 
of Colorado’s citizens.  At no time will the premium costs or 
any other cost for accessing necessary care exceed nine (9) 
percent of an individual’s income (from all sources), and their 
shall not be any income cap that shields wealthier individuals 
from full participation in the public program. There shall be 
no co-pays, deductibles or other financial barriers to 
necessary medical care, as determined by patients and their 
physicians or other covered health providers. 

(4) All Colorado residents will be covered for the same level 
necessary medical, mental health, dental, and long term 
care services at least as broad or broader in scope as 
required under the Patient Protection and Affordable Care 
Act of 2010 (ACA). The appropriate State agencies, as 
designated by the publicly and democratically elected 
Governor and Colorado State Legislature, shall promulgate 
the rules and regulations to achieve full implementation of 
this public health coverage no later than January 2017, the 
date at which states will be allowed under the ACA to be 
granted waivers for such innovative solutions to their health 
care coverage needs. 

(5) Further, upon passage of this citizen initiative, the State shall 
commence plans to use the state exchange/marketplace set 
up under the ACA for seamless conversion to this publicly 
funded, privately and publicly delivered health care system 
for all in Colorado. At all times under this plan, Colorado's 
residents will maintain the freedom to select their own health 
care providers, as Colorado's seniors covered by the federal 
Medicare program have done since that program's inception.  
Further, the state agency or agencies tasked with the 
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administration of the public health plan will have the authority 
to negotiate pharmaceutical prices and/or reimbursement 
rates for providers with direct input from and consultation 
with providers.   

(6) The designation of health care as a basic right for all is 
consistent with the United Nations Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights, Article 25, Section 1, as adopted on 
December 10, 1948, which states, “Everyone has the right to 
a standard of living adequate for the health and well-being of 
himself and of his family, including food, clothing, housing 
and medical care and necessary social services, and the 
right to security in the event of unemployment, sickness, 
disability, widowhood, old age or other lack of livelihood in 
circumstances beyond his control.”  Eleanor Roosevelt was 
one of the drafters of this Declaration, and the United States 
signed on in recognition of its full support.   Colorado 
pledges with passage of this initiative to advance the 
promise of this U.S. backed commitment to human rights for 
all. 

 


