Jerry Wilkins
Director of Sales and Marketing
Colorado Division

Rocky Mountain Eqgs
15121 Weld County Road 12
Platteville, CO Boés

Ph: 303-659-6048

Fax: 970-785-6300

Cell: 303-946-5106
jwilkins@rmeggs.com

June 13, 2008

Dear Saul;

This letter is to advise you and the Sunset Review Committee, that the Colorado Egg
Producers Association supports all aspects of the current Egg Law in the State of
Colorado.

Should you have any questions, please contact me at 970-785-2889 or
jwilkins@rmeggs.com.

J M:«gi(lkins
President,
CEP

Attachment D




COLORADO EGG INDUSTRY ‘ :

Exquisitely simple, vet enotmously complex, the egg 1s one of nature’s marvels
possessing 13 essential vitamins and minerals. This nuttient dense food contains every
major vitamin except vitamin C and is an inexpensive source of high quality protein. On
average a person consumes five eggs a week. A hen produces five eggs a week. So
somewhere on one of our farms there is a hen producing the eggs you eat. In Colorado
there are approximately 3.8 million hens in egg production.

Economics & Rankings

In Colorado commodities, egg production tanks 9. Each year Colorado produces over
250 eggs per hen for a total of nearly 1 billion eggs. Total gross income from egg
production is $85 million. In terms of egg producing states, Colorado ranks as 23 in the

nation.

The approximate number of acres used for egg production in Colotado is 3,000. This
mdustry supports over 230 farm families. Egg producers purchase over 3.6 million
bushels of corn each year to feed their hens. Eggs from Colorado are distributed to
Colorado, Utah, Arizona, New Mexico, South Dakota, Nebraska, Washington, Oregon,
Wyoming and Alaska. 95 % of the hens are housed in caged facilities; 5% are raised in
non-caged barns. These numbers reflect the consumer demand for specialty eggs. One-
third of the egg producers in Colorado raise some cage free and specialty egg products.

For more information

Colorado Egg Producers Association
Jerry Wilkins, President
jwilkins(@rmeggs.com

Bette Blinde, Executive Director
bblinde@growingyourfuture.com

For information on eggs, food safety, nutrition or consumer concerns
visit the American Egg Board website at www.aeb.org or
www.usaeggfarming.com.
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The Colorado Egg Producers knows that you, the
consumer of eggs, wants hens to be cared for
humanely. That is what we want too. So we are making
a commitment to you that our hens will be cared for in a
humane manner that is based on the most recent
scientific research. We know the better care we provide
to our hens, the more eggs they will produce. Scientific
research shows this, our experience with hens show
this. Responsible care-giving is key to our livelihood.

A healthy, protected hen is a productive hen.

There are groups of people who want to eliminate egg production in the United States. These

folks use emotion, not scientific research as the basis of how they want hens to be cared for in |

the U.S. They are using the ballot initiative process to put into the constitutions of state govern- |

ments inflexible rules that will eliminate both caged and non-caged egg production. This will

lead to the importation of eggs from countries like Mexico or China that do not have any

humane or health standards in place. We want to use science not emation to set the guidelines

on how hens and other animals in agriculture should be cared for.
|

g As egg producers we are very concerned about this. So we want to
be as transparent as possible. We want you to see for yourself how
caged and non-caged hens live. So we have set up a webcam in

b both caged and non-caged facilities so you can see for yourself

A how these hens live. Go to:

7 .
www.usaeggfarming.com

Colorado egg farmers, like all family farmers, are hard working

¢ people that get up everyday hoping to make a profit producing an |

4e abundance of safe, affordable food. These farmers understand and ‘

> have implemented the science for animal welfare, food safety and i

| the environment. Negative campaigns against these family farmers |

== misrepresent and distort the egg production process. !
|

As a very small group, (there are only seven egg producing
farms in Colorado) we encourage you to find out how eggs are
actually produced and the care we give our hens. Please don't
let outside extremists drive us out of business in Colorado.

Sincerely,

The Seven Members of the

Colorado Egg Producers Association
- Jerry Wilkins, President

303.946.5106 Mobile




