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“MISSION STATEMENT

TO PROMOTE AND FOSTER THE PUBLIC CONFDENCE IN THE PARI-MU-

TUEL INDUSTRY, PROTECT THE WELFARE OF THE PARTICIPANTS THROUGH

FAIR, CONSISTENT, PROACTIVE ENFORCEMENT OF APPROPRIATE POLI-
CIES, STATUTES AND COLORADO RACING COMMISSION RULES

Visit us at our website at www.revenue state.co.us/racing_dir/home.asp
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FUNCTIONS OF THE DIVISION OF RACING EVENTS

The Divislon of Racing Events is statutorily mandated to regulate the greyhound and horse
racing industries in Colorado. The Division is responsible for ensuring honesty and infegrity
inracing and racing-related activities, such as simulcasting, and for profecting e cifizens
of the state from corrupt practices. In order to fulfill its mission and its obligations to the
people of the state, the Division performs the following functions:

Enforcement: Various types of investigations are performed by staff members engaged
in enforcement. This is to ensure that proper action is taken for violations of rules or the
Racing Statute, Additionally, Division staff are responsible for kennel, stable and off-frack
wagering facility inspections. As needed, staff performing enforcement-related duties
prepare and defend adoption of new or amended rule proposals before the Commission
and implement policies and procedures to support them. They assist the Division’s
veterinary group in the enforcement of ifs policies and procedures, such as state and
federal laws requiring vaccinations and the presentation of current health certificates
for racing animals coming into Colorado,

Licensing, racing operations and animal welfare: The Division licenses all racing
participants, oversees operations at racetrack and simulcast sites and ensures the safety
and welfare of animals racing in Colorado. 1t is also responsible for maintaining up-fo-
date rules, policies and procedurss to carry out s regulatory roles.  All staff members
are charged with the responsibility for ensuring honesty and integrity in racing as well as
profecting the health and safety of greyhounds and horses racing in the state. Several
approaches are used to achieve this goal, consisting of multiple inspections of animals, a
human and animal drug festing program and an injury tracking system. A comprehensive
drug-testing program, which is overseen by animal welfare specialists, is used to monitor
drug administration in racing animals.

Financial oversight: In order to determine compliance with statutory. requirements, the
financial services staff members conduct audits and calculate pari-mutuel faxes due
and paid, minimum purse amounts, payments fo and proposed distribution amounts from
the Horse Breeders’ and Owners’ Awards and Supplemental Purse Fund, payments to the
Colorado State University School of Veterinary Medicine for equine research, uncashed
ficket monies, pre-meet tests, price fests and revenue audits. They review all racing
association financial statements and make observations and recommenddations fo the
Commisslon regarding acceptability of each fiscal report,  The Division aiso maintains
statistical information regarding all pari-mutuel wagering In Colorado. It continues fo
ensure totalisator compliance by means of regular performance audits.
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On behalf of the 103-year-old National Greyhound Association (official registry for
' racmg Greyhounds in North America) and its 2,500 members nationally (including many
in Colorado), we respectfully ask you to OPPOSE Senate Bill 174.

We concur with the Colorado kennel owners and breeders in their conclusion that, should
this bill pass, it very likely will spell the death of live Greyhound racing in Colorado.
This would be an absolute tragedy.

Passage of the bill will mean (in addition to the death of an industry), a decline in
Colorado jobs, local and state tax revenues, agriculture-related revenue from in-state
Greyhound farms and racing kennels, and elimination of a sport/business that’s had a
wonderful history in Colorado’s entertainment landscape dating back to 1949,

This is clearly a case of the tail wagging the dog—literally. Simulcasting and OTB
wagering were permitted initially in Colorado many years ago as a supplement to live-
racing. Instead, telecast races from out-of-state are on the verge of becoming the only
Greyhound-racing program left in Colorado. What a shame that would be!

Sincerely, oS ’ ol ?Q/ , €
Gary Guccione

Exec. Dir,

National Greyhound Assn.

PO Box 543 @ National
Abilene, KS 67410 @ LI /ﬂ@ﬂﬂmf

Y Association

Phone (785) 263-4660 » PO, Box 543 « Abilene, Kansas 67410

DICK FIGURIELL!
. NGA Board of Directors
16201 Hwy. 7 303-452-3636
Brighton, Colcrado 80602



I am here today to speak against S.B. 174

The current rules in Colorado law protect the 200 greyhound owners, farmers and
Colorado citizens who provide greyhound racers to tracks for live racing.

If this bill is passed it will discriminate against us and put us out of business.
When BLB Investments did not renew their state contract for the fall meet of
2008, they put out of work, roughly 150 workers at Mile High Track and Off
Track Betting facilities.

Twelve kennels had to go out of business, or race in another state.

Twelve trainers, 12 assistants trainers, 24 kennel helpers, 80 farmers, 80 farm
helpers, many greyhound owners, 80 feed suppliers, 5 meat suppliers, at least 20
veterinarians, some 20 greyhound supply stores, and many others lost business
through the chain reaction effect.

As you can see many people have already lost their jobs, and Colorado has lost a
valuable portion of its entertainment business.

The law states that there can be simulcast racing ONLY if there is live racing.
Simulcast racing without live racing is a bad bill!

The current laws were put in place for a reason - to protect the greyhound racing
people. I applaud the efforts of the horse racing people, but not at the expense of
the greyhound industry. Any greyhound dollars wagered should benefit the
greyhound people of Colorado, its owners, our state’s general fund, and the
greyhound racing track, NOT horse racing.

The greyhound people were told that the Mile High Track closed because it lost
$700,000 during the winter meet of 2007-2008. The reasons were varied and
inconsistent. Example: Heating costs have been greatly exaggerated. Ranging
from $20,000 to $80.000 per month.

The greyhound people believe the REAL reason is CASH FUNDING. Cash
funding is when the track pays the Division of Racing $133,000 up front - a
month before betting dollars are counted. This upside down system is what closed
Cloverleaf. John Manning , the last General Manager for Cloverleaf, fought for
reductions and changes, but was unsuccessful and Cloverleaf was sold to a
neighboring hospital for 26 million dollars.




We were told that Mile High could and would be a seasonal track, anywhere from
a 4,5,6, month season.. Now those plans seem to have changed due to the shaky,
unstable financial situation of BLB, a company owned by Kerzner International.
A Bahama based company seeking casino operations.

They purchased the Lincoln Rhode Island Track and Casino - then borrowed over
570 million dollars to increase their business. They promptly became upside-
down and are now in default of the loan. Rhode Island allows them to exist so
they don’t lose the big cash “cow”. What is more interesting, Rhode Island
collects their portion every day just in case BLB shuts down.

If that happens, what happens to the bankrupt owners’, properties in Colorado?
Rhode Island can only own and operate in Rhode Island.

Not a rosy picture for what s left of racing in Colorado. Rumors were that the
track was for sale, but those were only wishes that probably will not come true.

We urge you, the Agricultural Committee, to amend the bill, or kill the bill, BUT
NEVER take away live racing in Colorado. Do the right thing. Respect the
current racing laws and support the racing citizens of Colorado, not foreign
entities and a company based in Rhode Island that is not financially sound.

Thank you very much.
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Fourteen greyhound tracks have closed across the county since 1990

1. Multnomah, Oregon - purchased by a horse corporation which stopped dog racing. It is now
one of the centers for tote machines used at horse tracks.

2. Black Canyon, Arizona

3. Yuma, Arizona

4. Apache, Arizona

Arizona was like Colorado with 60 day meets at various tracks around the state. But

Arizona has now made Phoenix the center track which is open year round with
over 30 Off Track Betting facilities. This greatly supplements the racing in
Arizona.

5. Pueblo, Colorado - purchased by BLB and ran their meets at Mile High Track

6. Rocky Mountain @ Colorado Springs - purchased by BLB and made into an OTB, now closed

7.Interstate - sold and meet was moved to Mile High Track

8.Cloverleaf - cash funding closed this track.

9. Mile High - BLB chose to close this track because of financial problems. Now open as a horse
OTB

10.& 11. Geneva Lakes, Wisconsin
Two tracks closed in this area because of too many tracks in close proximity.

12. Bridgeport, Connecticut - built in an unsafe area with poor road access
13. Woodlands, Kansas - After a vote of the people this track won the right to become a
“racino”, but the family ownership chose to close the track until the legislature changes

the profit sharing tables. This is being worked on at the present time.

14. Wichita, Kansas - lost a vote to become a casino by 200 votes. May ask for a re-vote next
year. The owner bought a casino in Las Vegas for 750 million doHars.
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Amendment ideas to Senate Bill 174
1. Keep live racing in Colorado.
2. Put greyhound monies into escrow until a live meet is conducted within 3 years or less.
3. Eliminate the Division Director and staff and replace them with a Horse Coordinator
and Compliance Officer. Include a seasonal staff with inspectors and state track

officials.

4. Discontinue cash funding. All revenues should be based on dollars wagered, just like
the rest of the gaming industry in Colorado.

5. Have at least one Division of Racing Commission member with some knowledge of
the greyhound industry.



