Attachment Q

Statement regarding Legislation being introduced by Rep BJ Nikkle
March 19, 2009 '

John Malloy, former CSO III (formal supervisor) at Platte Valley Youth Services Center
(PVYSC), separated from duty Feb. 3™ 2009, 7 days after the AP Press report was issued
by Steve Paulson on January 27, 2009. In that report, I was identified as making the
statement to an investigator that I “believed children were in danger of being hurt by
staff.” That [ stated, “staff used improper hand holds and handcuff techniques,” and that I
also stated that, “I don’t think that the kids are safe at the facility™.

All statements made by me are from my experiences and viewpoint of my employment
with the State of Colorado, Division of Youth Corrections, Platte Valley Youth Services

Center (PVYSC).

In April 2008, after reporting to my supervisor my concerns and the concerns of
subordinates regarding acts of abuse, I met with KD'VR Fox 31 news reporter Julie
Hayden. Ms. Hayden interviewed several other current and former employees and
myself, The interview was aired on April 28, 2008 regarding Abuse of Residents and
other violations at PVYSC.

I was employed by the Division of Youth Corrections for over 20 years. I was employed
at Gilliam YSC for 2 years (during the summer of violence), Grand Mesa YSC for 3.5
years, Mt. View YSC for 3.5 years and PVYSC for the last 11 years.

The proposed legislation being introduced by Rep. BJ Nikkle will improve the process of
investigating and ensuring that residents have the opportunity to make Allegations of
Abuse without interference from the staff members that are abusing them. That the
allegations of abuse are not being covered up during the investigations and that the
Incident Reports that are written are not altered in anyway and reflect accurate
information. That all allegations that result in Abuse investigations are investigated by a
neutral Third Party and not by individuals that have a vested interest in the outcome of
the investigation.

This legislation will make acts of Physical and Sexual Abuse of Residents and the failure
to report Abuse of Residents a Criminal Act. Providing a confidential Hotline for
residents to report Abuse would ensure that staff are not retaliating against residents who
report them for abuse, giving the resident a feeling of anonymity and safety. I would also
like to add that a confidential Hotline for staff would also benefit DYC and ensure those
staff who are abusing residents do not retaliate against staff that are reporting abuse. No
DYC staff member should be concerned of this legislation, unless they are physically or
sexually abusing a resident of Division of Youth Corrections.



On March 5%, 20091 received a letter from a former PVYSC resident that supported the
allegations of Physical Abuse reported to PVYSC Administration and aired on KDVR
Fox 31 on April 282 2008. The former PVYSC resident describes in detail how several
PVYSC staff physically abused him by restraining him in his room and then beating on
him while he was on the floor. How he was allowed to meet with female residents in the
gym bathroom to engage in sexual behavior with female residents while 3 staff members
where monitoring the gym. How the former PVYSC resident was allowed to fight with
other residents he was having issues with, with the approval of 2 formal supervisors on
the unit and receiving no consequences for his actions. The former resident also noted
several inappropriate sexual conversations he had with one PVYSC staff member, where
the staff member bragged about his sexual conquests.

Another former PVYSC female resident has made allegations that a PVYSC formal
supervisor would make inappropriate sexual comments towards her while she was at
PVYSC. Once the female resident was feleased and placed on Parole, this formal
supervisor would call the former female resident and attempt to convince the female
resident to come to PVYSC at night for a sexual encounter. This former PVYSC female
resident violated her Parole and is afraid to turn herself in for fear of being returned to
PVYSC and this formal supervisor continuing his sexual advances toward her.

Many other allegations of Sexual and Physical Abuse have been “investigated” and
where not “substantiated”. Who completed these investigations and what involvement did
PVYSC, DYC, DHS and the State of Colorado have in the final outcome?

Because of the amount of Abuse to both residents and staff, a large number of staff have
resigned or transferred to other facilities. Two former staff members, who resigned to
return to school, described PVYSC as more stressful than they’re 2 tours of duty in Iraq.

This process would be cost effective. The investigation of Abuse by Police Departments
would eliminate the need for Social Services to investigate and would determine the
possibility or outcome of allegations of Abuse quickly. Allegations of Abuse Hotline
could be assigned to County Department of Social Services who could research the
allegations and if the allegations are supported County Department of Social Services
could forward their information to County Police Departments for further investigations
and filing of charges.
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