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MEMORANDUM

November 17, 2008 

TO: Page Penk and Chester Penk

FROM: Legislative Council Staff and Office of Legislative Legal Services

SUBJECT: Proposed initiative measure 2009-2010 #1, concerning an amendment to the

Colorado constitution calling for a Global Day Without Violence

Section 1-40-105 (1), Colorado Revised Statutes, requires the directors of the

Colorado Legislative Council and the Office of Legislative Legal Services to "review and

comment" on initiative petitions for proposed laws and amendments to the Colorado

constitution.  We hereby submit our comments to you regarding the appended proposed

initiative.

The purpose of this statutory requirement of the Legislative Council and the Office

of Legislative Legal Services is to provide comments intended to aid proponents in

determining the language of their proposal and to avail the public of knowledge of the

contents of the proposal.  Our first objective is to be sure we understand your intent and your

objective in proposing the amendment.  We hope that the statements and questions contained

in this memorandum will provide a basis for discussion and understanding of the proposal.

Purposes

     The major purpose of the proposed amendment appears to be:

1. To amend article XXVI of the Colorado constitution to call for a global day without

violence every year on January 1.
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Technical Comments

The following comments address technical issues raised by the form of the proposed

initiative.  These comments will be read aloud at the public meeting only if the proponents

so request.  You will have the opportunity to ask questions about these comments at the

review and comment meeting.  Please consider revising the proposed initiative as suggested

below. 

1. Under section 1 (5) of article V of the Colorado constitution, the proponent of an

initiative is directed to submit the text of a proposed constitutional amendment for review

and comment.  The proponents have submitted an idea rather than the actual language that

would be added to article XXVI of the Colorado constitution.  Would the proponents be

willing to amend their proposal to include the actual text of their proposed constitutional

change, for example, "Article XXVI of the Colorado constitution is amended by the

addition of a new section to read:  . . ."?  Further, would the proponents be willing to

amend their proposal to include the specific location in article XXVI where the new

language would be inserted? 

 

2. It is standard drafting practice to use small capital letters to show the language

being added to the Colorado constitution.  Would the proponents consider using this

standard drafting practice in their proposal?

Substantive Comments and Questions

The substance of the proposed initiative raises the following comments and questions:

1. Article V, section 1 (5.5) of the Colorado constitution requires all proposed

initiatives to have a single subject.  What is the single subject of the proposed initiative?

2. The proposed initiative amends article XXVI of the Colorado constitution

concerning nuclear detonations.  In terms of placement of the language in the Colorado

constitution, how does the proposed Global Day Without Violence relate to nuclear

detonations?      

3. What do the proponents believe would be the effect of this initiative?

4. How do the proponents believe that this initiative would be implemented and

enforced?

5. How do the proponents define the word "violence" with respect to this proposed

initiative?
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6. The Colorado constitution is not binding on other states in the United States or on

other nations.  What do the proponents believe to be the effect of the use of the word

"global" in their proposed initiative?

7. What do the proponents intend by using the term "calling" for a Global Day

Without Violence in the proposed initiative?

8. Would the initiative place any restrictions on the conduct of state law enforcement

agencies or military activities or on any other state conduct on January 1st of each year? 

9. What restrictions on conduct, if any, do the proponents intend, and how would

these restrictions be enforced?


