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Referendum F
Recall Deadlines

1 Referendum F proposes a change to the Colorado Constitution that:

2 � removes deadlines for protesting petitions to recall elected state officials;

3 � allows the state legislature to set deadlines for protesting petitions to recall
4 elected state officials; and

5 � changes the requirements for when a recall election is held.

6 Summary and Analysis

7 What is a recall election?  A recall election lets voters remove and replace an
8 elected official prior to the end of the official's term.  Every state and local elected official
9 in Colorado may be recalled.  Recall elections occur mostly at the local level.  At a recall

10 election, voters are asked if they want to recall the elected official and to choose a
11 candidate to replace the official if the recall election is successful.

12 Current state recall election process.  Recall elections are triggered when the
13 required number of registered voters sign a recall petition.  For elected state officials, the
14 required number of signatures is 25 percent of the votes cast for all candidates for that
15 office in the preceding election.  Elected state officials include statewide officeholders,
16 such as the governor and the attorney general, and state officials elected from specific
17 districts, such as legislators and district attorneys.  Proponents have up to 60 days to gather
18 signatures after a petition form is approved by state election officials.  Signatures on
19 petitions can be protested, which results in a hearing by the election official.  The date of
20 the recall election depends on when the petition is submitted, taking into account whether
21 a November election in an even-numbered year will occur in the near future.

22 Proposed recall petition and election deadlines for elected state officials.
23 Referendum F removes most deadlines for recall petitions and protest hearings from the
24 state constitution and allows the state legislature to set these deadlines in statute.  During
25 the 2006 legislative session, House Bill 06-1051 was passed concerning recall elections.
26 It will take effect July 1, 2007, if Referendum F is approved.  As it relates to
27 Referendum F, this law extends deadlines for election officials to hear protests of recall
28 petitions and to hold recall elections.  Table 1 compares the current recall deadlines with
29 those in Referendum F and the new statute.
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1 Table 1 – Recall Election Deadlines

2 Issue

Current 

Constitutional

Deadline

Referendum F

Constitutional

Deadline

Statutory 

Deadline

3 What is the deadline

4 for protesting

5 signatures on a

6 petition?

15 days after the

petition is filed

Deleted No change from

current statute - 15

days after the petition

is determined to be

sufficient

7 When must the

8 election official

9 conclude the hearing

10 on a petition protest?

30 days after the

petition is filed

Deleted 55 days after the

petition is filed

11 How many days do

12 proponents have to

13 remedy petition

14 shortfalls?

15 days after the 

petition is found to be

insufficient

Deleted Not specified

15 What is the deadline

16 for holding a recall

17 election?

18  

19  

Between 30 and 60

days after the petition is

submitted

Between 30 and 60

days after the protest

period ends and all

petition protests have

been finally decided

Between 30 and 60

days after the protest

period ends and all

petition protests have

been finally decided

20 When must a recall

21 election be held as part

22 of a November

23 election?

24  

25  

Held at the November

election in

even-numbered years if

the recall petition is

submitted in the 90

days before the election

Held at the November

election in

even-numbered years

if it falls within 50 to

90 days after all

petition protests have

been finally decided

Held at any November

election if it falls

within 50 to 90 days

after all petition

protests have been

finally decided

26 Arguments For

27 1)  Referendum F gives the legislature the flexibility to change recall election
28 procedures and deadlines to address changing circumstances such as population growth,
29 new voting procedures, or new technology that improves the petition verification process.
30 The current deadlines for recall petitions were added to Colorado's constitution in 1913,
31 when a recall of the governor would have required one-fifth as many signatures as would
32 be required today.



August 30, 2006 S:\LCS\PROJECTS\BALLOT\2006\Recall\Legislative Council Notebook Materials\Final Merged Document.wpd– 3 –

1 2)  The current deadlines may be too tight for election officials to respond to
2 petition protests and to conduct a recall election.  For example, if a recall petition for the
3 current governor is protested, state election officials could have as few as 5 days to hear
4 protests on the validity of 358,200 signatures.  Also, if a recall petition is submitted close
5 to a November election in an even-numbered year, there may not be enough time to prepare
6 and reprint a new ballot.  Referendum F allows the legislature to take all circumstances into
7 account in setting deadlines for the recall election process.

8 Arguments Against

9 1)  Referendum F puts too much power in the hands of legislators and the governor
10 by allowing them to amend election deadlines that regulate recall of their own offices.
11 These officials may have an incentive to adopt deadlines that make their recall more
12 difficult or that extend their time in office before facing a recall election.  Referendum F
13 also removes the 15-day period for collecting additional signatures to remedy a shortfall.
14 Without this guaranteed period of time, it is uncertain if there is any additional time to
15 remedy petition shortfalls.  Further, Referendum F is unnecessary because no statewide
16 elected official has ever been the subject of a recall election.

17 2)  Citizens should be able to remove unsatisfactory officials as quickly as possible
18 and replace them with elected officials of their choice.  Under the deadlines in the new law,
19 elected officials may have more days in office prior to a recall election.  This additional
20 time may provide an advantage for an elected official to organize opposition to his or her
21 recall.  Recall proponents already face the difficult challenge of obtaining the high number
22 of signatures required by the state constitution. 

23 Estimate of Fiscal Impact

24 Referendum F is not expected to affect state or local government revenues or
25 expenditures.
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1 Referendum F
2 Recall Deadlines

3 Referendum F proposes a change to the SECTION 2 OF ARTICLE XXI OF THE Colorado
4 Constitution that:

5 � removes deadlines for protesting petitions to recall elected state officials;

6 � allows the state legislature to set deadlines for protesting petitions to recall
7 elected state officials; and

8 � changes the requirements for when a recall election is held.

9 Summary and Analysis

10 What is a recall election?  A recall election lets voters remove and replace an
11 elected official prior to the end of the official's term.  Every state and local elected official
12 in Colorado may be recalled.  Recall elections occur mostly at the local level.  IN RECENT

13 YEARS ONLY ONE ELECTED STATE OFFICIAL (A LOCAL DISTRICT ATTORNEY) HAS BEEN

14 RECALLED, AND NO OFFICIAL ELECTED BY A STATEWIDE VOTE HAS BEEN THE SUBJECT OF

15 A RECALL ELECTION.  At a recall election, voters are asked if they want to recall the elected
16 official and to choose a candidate to replace the official if the recall election is successful.

17 Current state recall election process.  Recall elections are triggered when the
18 required number of registered voters sign a recall petition.  For elected state officials, the
19 required number of signatures is 25 percent of the votes cast for all candidates for that
20 office in the preceding election.  Elected state officials include statewide officeholders,
21 such as the governor and the attorney general, and state officials elected from specific
22 districts, such as legislators and district attorneys.  Proponents have up to 60 days to gather
23 signatures after a petition form is approved by state election officials.  Signatures on
24 petitions can be protested, which results in a hearing by the election official.  The date of
25 the recall election depends on when the petition is submitted, taking into account whether
26 a November election in an even-numbered year will occur in the near future.

27 Proposed recall petition and election deadlines for elected state officials.
28 Referendum F removes most deadlines for recall petitions and protest hearings from the
29 state constitution and allows the state legislature to set these deadlines in statute.  During
30 the 2006 legislative session, House Bill 06-1051 was passed concerning recall elections.
31 It will take effect July 1, 2007, if Referendum F is approved.  As it relates to Referendum
32 F, this law extends deadlines for election officials to hear protests of recall petitions and
33 to hold recall elections.  Table 1 compares the current recall deadlines with those in
34 Referendum F and the new statute.
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1 Table 1 – Recall Election Deadlines

2 Issue

Current 

Constitutional

Deadline

Referendum F

Constitutional

Deadline

Statutory 

Deadline

3 What is the deadline

4 for protesting

5 signatures on a

6 petition?

7  

8  

9  

15 days after the

petition is filed

Deleted No change from

current

UNCONSTITUTIONAL

statute - 15 days after

the petition is

determined to be

sufficient

10 When must the

11 election official

12 conclude the hearing

13 on a petition protest?

14  

15  

30 days after the

petition is filed

Deleted 55 days after the

petition is filed PLUS

AN UNLIM ITED TIM E

FOR COURT

CHALLENGES AND

APPEALS

16 How many days do

17 proponents have to

18 remedy petition

19 shortfalls?

15 days after the 

petition is found to be

insufficient

Deleted Not specified

20 What is the deadline

21 for holding a recall

22 election?

23  

24  

25  

26  

27  

28  

Between 30 and 60

days after the petition is

submitted

Between 30 and 60

days after the protest

period ends and all

petition protests have

been finally decided,

PLUS AN UNLIM ITED

TIM E FOR COURT

CHALLENGES AND

APPEALS

Between 30 and 60

days after the protest

period ends and all

petition protests have

been finally decided,

PLUS AN UNLIM ITED

TIM E FOR COURT

CHALLENGES AND

APPEALS

29 When must a recall

30 election be held as part

31 of a November

32 election?

33  

34  

35  

Held at the November

election in

even-numbered years if

the recall petition is

submitted in the 90

days before the election

Held at the November

election in

even-numbered years

if it falls within 50 to

90 days after all

petition protests have

been finally decided

Held at any November

election if it falls

within 50 to 90 days

after all petition

protests have been

finally decided

36 Arguments For

37 1)  Referendum F gives the legislature the flexibility to change recall election
38 procedures and deadlines to address changing circumstances such as population growth,
39 new voting procedures, or new technology that improves the petition verification process.
40 The current deadlines for recall petitions were added to Colorado's constitution in 1913,
41 when a recall of the governor would have required one-fifth as many signatures as would
42 be required today.
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1 2)  The current deadlines may be too tight for election officials to respond to
2 petition protests and to conduct a recall election.  For example, if a recall petition for the
3 current governor is protested, state election officials could have as few as 5 days to hear
4 protests on the validity of 358,200 signatures.  REFERENDUM F PROVIDES FIVE MORE DAYS.
5 Also, if a recall petition is submitted close to a November election in an even-numbered
6 year, there may not be enough time to prepare and reprint a new ballot.  Referendum F
7 allows the legislature to take all circumstances into account in setting deadlines for the
8 recall election process.

9 Arguments Against

10 1)  Referendum F puts too much power in the hands of legislators and the governor
11 by allowing them to amend election deadlines that regulate recall of their own offices.
12 These officials may WOULD have an incentive to adopt deadlines that make their recall
13 more difficult or that extend their time in office INDEFINITELY before facing a recall
14 election.  Referendum F also removes the 15-day period for collecting additional signatures
15 to remedy a shortfall.  Without this guaranteed period of time, it is uncertain if there is any
16 additional time to remedy petition shortfalls.  THERE WILL NO LONGER BE  A CHANCE TO

17 GET MORE SIGNATURES IF ENOUGH SIGNATURES ARE REJECTED BY THE GOVERNMENT TO

18 CAUSE THE PETITION TO FALL BELOW THE MINIMUM NUMBER OF VALID SIGNATURES.
19 Further, Referendum F is unnecessary because no statewide elected official has ever been
20 the subject of a recall election.

21 2)  Citizens should be able to remove unsatisfactory officials as quickly as possible
22 and replace them with elected officials of their choice.  Under the deadlines in the new law,
23 elected officials may WILL have more days in office prior to a recall election.  This
24 additional time may provide an advantage for an elected official to organize opposition to
25 his or her recall.  Recall proponents already face the difficult challenge of obtaining the
26 high number of signatures required by the state constitution.

27 3)  THIS PLAN WILL STILL NOT MAKE STATE RECALL PETITIONS POSSIBLE. CURRENT

28 LAW REQUIRES TOO MANY SIGNATURES BE COLLECTED IN TOO SHORT A TIME, WITH

29 INSUFFICIENT TIME TO CHECK ABOUT 600,000 GROSS SIGNATURES. THE PROTEST PERIOD

30 EXTENSION SHOULD BE A FIXED NUMBER OF DAYS, NOT SUBJECT TO UNLIMITED EXTENSION

31 BY THE VERY ELECTED OFFICIALS WHO COULD BE THE SUBJECT OF THE RECALL EFFORTS.
32 FURTHER, NOTHING IN THE CONSTITUTION AUTHORIZES GOVERNMENTS TO TRY TO REMOVE

33 RECALL PETITION SIGNATURES, WHICH THE CONSTITUTION CURRENTLY CONSIDERS TO BE

34 PRESUMED VALID. EXTENDING THE TIME FOR GOVERNMENTS TO DO WHAT THE

35 CONSTITUTION FORBIDS IS NOT PROPER.

36 Estimate of Fiscal Impact

37 Referendum F is not expected to affect state or local government revenues or
38 expenditures.
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1 Douglas Bruce" <taxcutter@msn.com>
2 08/20/2006 10:59 AM 

3 Dear Mrs. Liddle, 
4   
5 Here are my proposed changes, many of which are repeats from prior drafts. Please
6 reconsider your rejections.
7   
8 I notice, and will mention at the public meeting, the staff flip-flops.

9 1) Is this for state officials, or state and local, as originally stated? Voters have a right to
10 know. 
11 2) You told me the current statute, 1-12-108 (9) (A)  violates the state constitutional
12 deadlines. Why isn't that mentioned? Why don't you have a chart to explain that Ref.
13 F covers up a currently illegal statute?
14 3) How does this cover district attorneys who are elected locally and paid locally? You
15 need to mention them in your definition of state official. A good place would be to
16 insert on 1/10, after "state official," the parenthetical, "a local district attorney."
17 4) Why have all the number of days in a deadline changed from the first draft?

18 Page/line 
19   
20 1/1 ...amendment  "to section 2 of Article XXI of..." People have a right to read what
21 constitutional rights would be changed, so they can read the original. That's pretty
22 basic.

23 1/14 Begin the title with "Current state..."  to distinguish from the word "Proposed"
24 on line 22.

25 1/25 Delete "a law" and insert "HB 06-1051" since voters have a right to locate and
26 read the law in question that a "yes" vote would adopt.

27 1/25 Put a period after "elections." Start next sentence "It will..." Since the nearest
28 antecedent to "that" is "recall elections," it appears that the elections will take
29 effect July 1, 2007.

30 2/3-6 BOX 4 is deceptive. "Current law" is the CONSTITUTION, which you said has
31 a different standard than the statute. This must be rewritten. Why not tell people
32 what the constitutional standard is (15 days after a petition is FILED), since the
33 statute (15 days after finding of sufficiency) violates it and is thus
34 unconstitutional?

35 2/9 BOX 1--I still object to "hear." Do you mean 30 cumulative, non-consecutive
36 hearing days? No. You mean it must be "completed" by the 3oth day after filing,
37 right? So say that. 
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1 BOX 4--don't you need to add "plus an unlimited time for court challenges and
2 appeals?" That is part of the expanded protest period.

3 2/14-18 BOXES 3 and 4-- "finally decided, plus an unlimited time for court challenges
4 and appeals."  Ditto. 
5   
6 2/19-24 BOX 2   This literally means if it is submitted 10 days before a November
7 election, it must be on the ballot. Don't you mean "at least 90 days before?" Or
8 is the literal constitutional provision that unreasonable?

9 BOX 3 and 4   How can a statute set a different deadline for odd-year elections
10 than provided in the constitution? You neglected to say what happens if filed 49
11 days, or 91 days, before the election. Will there be a special election? Who
12 decides when? What will be the cost? That should be included.  The supreme
13 court has said odd-year state elections can only include increases in the size of
14 government (tax, debt, de-TABOR increases, etc.).  Where does this
15 constitutional provision change that?

16 FOR

17 2/34 Your prior draft said 15 days. How can it now be 5 days? Why did you cut it? 

18 2/35 After "signatures." add a new setence "Referendum F provides five more days."
19 People should be able to see that is still inadequate. It was in your 2nd draft. Why
20 cut it?

21 AGAINST

22 3/4-5 Change "may" to "would," and add "indefinitely" after "office," on line 5 since
23 this is argument, and a logical projection.

24 3/7-8 Since the cure period is deleted, how can its omission be unclear? Change the
25 sentence to state that the cure period is deleted. "There will no longer be a chance
26 to get more signatures if enough signatures are rejected by the government to
27 cause the petition to fall below the minimum number of valid signatures."

28 3/9 Change "state" to "statewide" and then "officials have never been the subject of
29 a recall election." That is a stronger argument.

30 3/12 Change "may" to "will" as this is argument and we are entitled to state bad effects
31 as a logical projection of this unlimited dilatory power.

32 FISCAL IMPACT
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1 (I note there is no invented numerical dollar amount, unlike Amendment 38. This show
2 that #38 is being treated unfairly. ) 

3 A supplemental or a third argument against F is "This plan will still not make state recall
4 petitions possible. Current law requires too many signatures be collected in too short a
5 time, with insufficient time to check about 600,000 gross signatures. The protest period
6 extension should be a fixed number of days, not subject to unlimited extension by the very
7 elected officials who could be the subject of the recall efforts. Further, nothing in the
8 constitution authorizes governments to try to remove recall petition signatures, which the
9 constitution currently considers to be presumed valid. Extending the time for governments

10 to do what the constitution forbids is not proper." 

11 Douglas Bruce 
12 taxcutter@msn.com 
13 (719) 550-0010
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1 Referendum F
2 Recall Deadlines

3 Referendum F is an amendment to the Colorado Constitution that:

4 � removes deadlines for protesting petitions to recall elected state officials;

5 � allows the state legislature to set deadlines for protesting petitions to recall
6 elected state officials; and

7 � changes the requirements for when a recall election is held.

8 Summary and Analysis

9 What is a recall election?  A recall election lets voters remove and replace an
10 elected official prior to the end of the official's term.  Every state and local elected official
11 in Colorado may be recalled.  Recall elections occur mostly at the local level.  In recent
12 years only one elected state official has been recalled, and no official elected by a statewide
13 vote has been the subject of a recall election.  At a recall election, voters are asked if they
14 want to recall the elected official and to choose a candidate to replace the official if the
15 recall election is successful.

16 State recall election process.  Recall elections are triggered when the required
17 number of registered voters sign a recall petition.  For elected state officials, the required
18 number of signatures is 25 percent of the votes cast for all candidates for that office in the
19 preceding election.  Proponents have up to 60 days to gather signatures after a petition
20 form is approved by state election officials.  Signatures on petitions can be protested,
21 which results in a hearing by the election official.  The date of the recall election depends
22 on when the petition is submitted, taking into account whether a November election in an
23 even-numbered year will occur in the near future.

24 Proposed recall petition and election deadlines for elected state officials.
25 Referendum F removes most deadlines for recall petitions and hearings from the state
26 constitution and allows the state legislature to set these deadlines in state law.  During the
27 2006 legislative session, a law was passed concerning recall elections that will take effect
28 July 1, 2007, if Referendum F is approved.  As it relates to Referendum F, this law extends
29 deadlines for election officials to hear protests of recall petitions and to hold recall
30 elections.  Table 1 compares the current recall deadlines with those in Referendum F and
31 the new law.
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1 Table 1 – Recall Election Deadlines

2 Issue

Current 

Constitutional

Deadline

Referendum F

Constitutional

Deadline

Statutory 

Deadline

3 What is the deadline

4 for protesting

5 signatures on a

6 petition?

15 days after the

petition is submitted

Deleted No change from

current law - 15 days

after the petition is

determined to be

sufficient

7 What is the deadline

8 for election officials to

9 hear petition protests?

30 days after the

petition is submitted

Deleted 55 days after the

petition is submitted

10 How many days do

11 proponents have to

12 remedy petition

13 shortfalls?

15 days after the 

petition is found to be

insufficient

Deleted Not specified

14 What is the deadline

15 for holding a recall

16 election?

17  

18  

Between 30 and 60

days after the petition is

submitted

Between 30 and 60

days after the protest

period ends and all

protests have been

finally decided

Between 30 and 60

days after the protest

period ends and all

protests have been

finally decided

19 When must a recall

20 election be held as part

21 of a November

22 election?

23  

24  

Held at the November

election in

even-numbered years if

the recall petition is

submitted in the 90

days before the election

Held at the November

election in

even-numbered years

if it falls within 50 to

90 days after all

petition protests have

been finally decided

Held at any November

election if it falls

within 50 to 90 days

after all petition

protests have been

finally decided

25 Arguments For

26 1) Referendum F gives the legislature the flexibility to change recall election
27 procedures and deadlines to address changing circumstances such as population growth,
28 new voting procedures, or new technology that improves the petition verification process.
29 The current deadlines for recall petitions were added to Colorado's constitution in 1913,
30 when a recall of the governor would have required one-fifth as many signatures as would
31 be required today.

32 2)  The current deadlines may be too tight for election officials to respond to
33 petition protests and to conduct a recall election.  For example, if a recall petition for the
34 current governor is protested, state election officials could have as few as 5 days to hear
35 protests on the validity of 358,200 signatures.  Also, if a recall petition is submitted close
36 to a November election in an even-numbered year, there may not be enough time to prepare
37 and reprint a new ballot.  Referendum F allows the legislature to take all circumstances into
38 account in setting deadlines that ensure a fair election process for all parties.
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1 Arguments Against

2 1)  Referendum F puts too much power in the hands of legislators and the governor
3 by allowing them to amend election deadlines that regulate recall of their own offices.
4 These officials may have an incentive to adopt deadlines that make their recall more
5 difficult or that extend their time in office before facing a recall election.  Referendum F
6 also removes the 15-day period during which proponents are able to collect additional
7 signatures to remedy a shortfall.  Without this guaranteed period of time, whether there is
8 any additional time to remedy a shortfall is uncertain.  Further, Referendum F is
9 unnecessary because elected state officials are rarely the subject of recall elections.

10 2)  Citizens should be able to remove unsatisfactory officials as quickly as possible
11 and replace them with elected officials of their choice.  Under the deadlines in the new law,
12 elected officials may have more days in office prior to a recall election.  This additional
13 time may provide an advantage for an elected official to organize opposition to his or her
14 recall.  Recall proponents already face the difficult challenge of obtaining the high number
15 of signatures required by state law. 

16 Estimate of Fiscal Impact

17 Referendum F is not expected to affect state or local government revenues or
18 expenditures.
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1 Alicia Mullenbach
2 Univision Colorado
3 303-318-6220
4 bizdev@entravision.com

Ann Ragsdale
8120 Osceola St.
Westminster, CO 80031 
ann.ragsdale.house@state.co.us

5 April Washington
6 washingtonam@rockymountainnews.com

Bill Hobbs
SOS
1700 Broadway, Suite 270
Denver, CO 80290 
bill.hobbs@sos.state.co.us

7 Cindy  Sovine
8 Cindy@fsfconsulting.com

Coleen   Slevin
cslevin@ap.org

9 Douglas  Bruce
10 Colorado Taxpayers
11 P.O. Box 26018
12 Colorado Springs, CO 80936 
13 719-550-0010
14 taxcutter@msn.com

Evan  Goulding
Special District Association
225 E. Sixteenth Avenue
Denver, CO 80203 
evan.goulding@sdaco.org

15 Geoff  Wilson
16 Colorado Municipal League
17 1144 Sherman 
18 Denver, CO 80203 
19 303-831-6411
20 gwilson@cml.org

Holly  Lowder
SOS
1700 Broadway, Suite 270
Denver, CO 80290 
holly.lowder@sos.state.co.us

21 H. Lawrence Hoyt
22 P.O. Box 471
23 Boulder, CO 80306 
24 303-441-3190
25 lhoyt@co.boulder.co.us

John   Fryar
jfryar@times-call.com

26 Karen  Shaw
27 kshaw@smoothjazzdenver.com

Madelyn  Dellere
mdellere@wb2.com

28 Marjorie  Fisch
29 League of Women Voters
30 1410 Grant St., Suite B-204
31 Denver, CO 80203 
32 303-322-4235
33 ralphmarj@msn.com

Mark  Breen
mbreen@wb2.com
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1 Mike  Monkman
2 OSPB
3 State Capitol Building, Room 111
4 Denver, CO 80203 
5 303-866-2628
6 mike.monkman@state.co.us

Morgan  Carroll
morgancarroll@webaccess.net

7 Nancy   Amick
8 970-878-9460
9 clerk@co.rio-blanco.co.us

Nancy  Doty
NDoty@co.arapahoe.co.us

10 Paula  Sandoval
11 4077 W 26th Avenue
12 Denver, CO 80212 
13 paula.sandoval.senate@state.co.us

Peg  Ackerman
1453 Downing St.
Denver, CO 80218 
303-832-5456
aicorp@qwest.net

14 Rick  Randall
15 rrandall@richardrandall.com

Susan  Miller
smiller@jeffco.us

16 Tara  Trujillo
17 tara.trujillo@state.co.us

Wayne  Munster
SOS
1700 Broadway, Suite 270
Denver, CO 80290 
wayne.munster@sos.state.co.us

mailto:wayne.munster@sos.state.co.us
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Referendum F
Recall Deadlines

1 Ballot Title: An amendment to section 2 of article XXI of the constitution of the state
2 of Colorado, concerning elections to recall state elected officials, and, in connection
3 therewith, providing for the deadlines regarding recall petitions and hearings to be set
4 in statute rather than in the constitution and stating that a recall election shall be held as
5 part of a general election if a general election will be held between fifty and ninety days
6 after the time for filing a protest has passed and all protests have been finally decided.

7 Text of Proposal:

8 Be It Resolved by the Senate of the Sixty-fifth General Assembly of the State of
9 Colorado, the House of Representatives concurring herein:

10 SECTION 1.  At the next election at which such question may be submitted,
11 there shall be submitted to the registered electors of the state of Colorado, for their
12 approval or rejection, the following amendment to the constitution of the state of
13 Colorado, to wit:

14 Section 2 of article XXI of the constitution of the state of Colorado is amended
15 to read:

16 Section 2.  Form of recall petition.  Any recall petition may be circulated and
17 signed in sections, provided each section shall contain a full and accurate copy of the
18 title and text of the petition; and such recall petition shall be filed in the office in which
19 petitions for nominations to office held by the incumbent sought to be recalled are
20 required to be filed.

21 The signatures to such recall petition need not all be on one sheet of paper, but
22 each signer must add to his signature the date of his signing said petition, and his place
23 of residence, giving his street number, if any, should he reside in a town or city.  The
24 person circulating such sheet must make and subscribe an oath on said sheet that the
25 signatures thereon are genuine, and a false oath, willfully so made and subscribed by
26 such person, shall be perjury and be punished as such.  All petitions shall be deemed and
27 held to be sufficient if they appear to be signed by the requisite number of signers, and
28 such signers shall be deemed and held to be registered electors, unless a protest in
29 writing under oath shall be filed in the office in which such petition has been filed, by
30 some registered elector, within fifteen days after such petition is filed, setting forth
31 specifically the grounds of such protest, whereupon the officer with whom such petition
32 is filed shall forthwith mail a copy of such protest to the person or persons named in
33 such petition as representing the signers thereof, together with a notice fixing a time for
34 hearing such protest. not less than five nor more than ten days after such notice is 
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1 mailed.  All hearings shall be before the officer with whom such protest is filed, and all
2 testimony shall be under oath.  Such hearings shall be summary and not subject to delay,
3 and must be concluded within thirty days after such petition is filed, and the result
4 thereof shall be forthwith certified to the person or persons representing the signers of
5 such petition.  In case the petition is not sufficient it may be withdrawn by the person
6 or a majority of the persons representing the signers of such petition, and may within
7 fifteen days thereafter, be amended and refiled as an original petition.  The finding as
8 to the sufficiency of any petition may be reviewed by any state court of general
9 jurisdiction in the county in which such petition is filed, upon application of the person

10 or a majority of the persons representing the signers of such petition, but such review
11 shall be had and determined forthwith.  The sufficiency, or the determination of the
12 sufficiency, of the petition referred to in this section shall not be held, or construed, to
13 refer to the ground or grounds assigned in such petition for the recall of the incumbent
14 sought to be recalled from office thereby.  PROTESTS AND HEARINGS ON THE

15 SUFFICIENCY OF A RECALL PETITION SHALL BE CONDUCTED IN THE MANNER PRESCRIBED

16 BY LAW.

17 When such petition is sufficient, the officer with whom such recall petition was
18 filed, shall forthwith submit said petition, together with a certificate of its sufficiency
19 to the governor, who shall thereupon order and fix the date for holding the election not
20 less than thirty days nor more than sixty days from the date of submission of said
21 petition AFTER THE TIME FOR FILING A PROTEST HAS PASSED AND ALL PROTESTS HAVE

22 BEEN FINALLY DECIDED; provided, if a general election is to be held within NOT LESS

23 THAN FIFTY DAYS NOR MORE THAN ninety days after the date of submission of said
24 petition TIME FOR FILING A PROTEST HAS PASSED AND ALL PROTESTS HAVE BEEN FINALLY

25 DECIDED, the recall election shall be held as part of said general election.

26 SECTION 2.  Each elector voting at said election and desirous of voting for or
27 against said amendment shall cast a vote as provided by law either "Yes" or "No" on the
28 proposition:  "AN AMENDMENT TO SECTION 2 OF ARTICLE XXI OF THE CONSTITUTION OF

29 THE STATE OF COLORADO, CONCERNING ELECTIONS TO RECALL STATE ELECTED

30 OFFICIALS, AND, IN CONNECTION THEREWITH, PROVIDING FOR THE DEADLINES

31 REGARDING RECALL PETITIONS AND HEARINGS TO BE SET IN STATUTE RATHER THAN IN

32 THE CONSTITUTION AND STATING THAT A RECALL ELECTION SHALL BE HELD AS PART OF

33 A GENERAL ELECTION IF A GENERAL ELECTION WILL BE HELD BETWEEN FIFTY AND

34 NINETY DAYS AFTER THE TIME FOR FILING A PROTEST HAS PASSED AND ALL PROTESTS

35 HAVE BEEN FINALLY DECIDED."

36 SECTION 3.  The votes cast for the adoption or rejection of said amendment
37 shall be canvassed and the result determined in the manner provided by law for the
38 canvassing of votes for representatives in Congress, and if a majority of the electors
39 voting on the question shall have voted "Yes", the said amendment shall become a part
40 of the state constitution.
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