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BILL TOPIC: BALLOT RETURN ENVELOPES & POLLING LOCATION FIGURES

Summary of Legislation

For counties with at least 25,000 active voters (large counties), this bill reduces the number
of early voter service and polling centers (voter centers) required during the first seven days of
early voting.  During this time, large counties must operate at least one voter center for every
75,000 active voters, rather than one for every 30,000 voters as required under current law.  This
bill also eliminates the requirement that voter centers be open on the first Saturday of the early
voting period.  The voter center requirement in the second half of early voting remains the same
under the bill. 

Background

Under current law, voter centers must at a minimum be open in all counties during the
15 days prior to election day, except on Sundays.  Large counties must have one voter center for
every 30,000 active voters during the early voting period.  Small counties (less than 25,000 active
voters) must have at least one voter center per county.  The early voting period for the
2016 general election runs October 24 through November 7, with election day being November 8. 

Local Government Impact

This bill reduces costs for county clerks conducting general elections by decreasing the
required number of voter centers during early voting.  Costs in all counties are reduced by
eliminating the first Saturday of early voting.  Costs are further reduced in large counties by
reducing the number of voter centers required to be open during the first seven days of early
voting.  Savings are generated from paying fewer election judges and reduced rental facility and
supply costs.  These savings will be offset if a county clerk chooses to operate more than the
minimum amount of required voter centers.  

Effective Date

The bill takes effect August 10, 2016, if the General Assembly adjourns on May 11, 2016,
as scheduled, and no referendum petition is filed.  It applies to all elections on or after the effective
date.
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State and Local Government Contacts

Counties County Clerks Office of Information Technology
Revenue Secretary of State

The revenue and expenditure impacts in this fiscal note represent changes from current law under the bill for each fiscal
year.  For additional information about fiscal notes, please visit: www.colorado.gov/fiscalnotes.


