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HOUSE BILL 15-1350

BY REPRESENTATIVE(S) Pettersen, Wilson, Becker K., Hamner,
Kraft-Tharp, Lee, Ryden, Salazar, Tyler, Winter, Young, Conti, Fields,
Priola, Rosenthal, Williams;

also SENATOR(S) Hill, Merrifield, Todd.

CONCERNING PERFORMANCE MEASURES FOR ACCREDITING AN
ALTERNATIVE EDUCATION CAMPUS.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Colorado:

SECTION 1. Legidativedeclaration. (1) The general assembly
hereby finds and declares that:

(d) Analternative education campus, referredto asan "AEC", isa
public school with greater than ninety-five percent of its students meeting
high-risk criterig;

(b) In 2015-16, a number of AECs will enter into their fifth
consecutive year of being in either turnaround or priority improvement
performance status;

(c) A review of the current accountability framework is needed to
ensure that the educational achievement and success of high-risk students
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served in aternative education campuses is adequately captured in the
accountability framework; and

(d) The Colorado standards and assessment task force, created
pursuant to House Bill 14-1202, enacted in 2014, recently rel eased findings
and recommendations, including the specific recommendation that all
schools and districts should be held harmless from the consequences
associated with school and district performance accountability frameworks
through the 2015-16 school year.

(2) Therefore, the general assembly hereby finds and declares that
a thoughtful reevaluation of the accountability framework imposed on
AECs is necessary to add criteria that are relevant and that adequately
capture the success of high-risk students served by AECs. To accomplish
this review, the Colorado department of education shal work with
stakeholdersto identify new measures and standards of measurementsthat
are uniquely suited to AECs.

SECTION 2. In Colorado Revised Statutes, 22-11-210, add (1.5)
asfollows:

22-11-210. Public schools- annual review - plans- supportsand
interventions-rules-repeal. (1.5) (8) THEDEPARTMENT SHALL CONVENE
STAKEHOLDERMEETINGSFOR THE PURPOSE OF REVIEWING STATE STATUTES
AND THE STATE BOARD'S RULES PURSUANT TO PARAGRAPH (b) OF
SUBSECTION (1) OF THIS SECTION RELATING TO THE PERFORMANCE
INDICATORS FOR AN ALTERNATIVE EDUCATION CAMPUS. THE REVIEW MAY
INCLUDE, BUT NEED NOT BE LIMITED TO:

(|) QUALITATIVE MEASURES, IN ADDITION TO QUANTITATIVE
MEASURESOF A SCHOOL 'SPERFORMANCE IN SERVING HIGH-RISK STUDENTS;

(I1) DEVELOPMENT OF MEASURE-SPECIFIC CUT POINTS;

(1) CONSIDERATION OF THECURRENT "N" WEIGHTING SY STEM AND
SUGGESTING CHANGES TO WEIGHTS TO ADDRESS THE UNIQUE
SOCIO-EMOTIONAL NEEDS OF THE STUDENTSSERVED BY THEALTERNATIVE

EDUCATION CAMPUS;

(| V) IDENTIFICATION OF POSSIBLE METHODSAND COSTSASSOCIATED
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WITH USING A COMPARISON GROUP TO ANALYZE HARD DATA COMPARING
HIGH-RISK STUDENTS ACROSS SCHOOLS; AND

(V) CONSIDERATION OF THENINETY -FIVE PERCENT THRESHOLD FOR
DESIGNATION OF AN ALTERNATIVE EDUCATION CAMPUS, THE STUDENT
GROUPS INCLUDED IN THE NINETY-FIVE PERCENT THRESHOLD, AND THE
DOCUMENTATION AND VERIFICATION REQUIREMENTSFOR CERTIFYING THAT
THE THRESHOLD HAS BEEN MET.

(b) BASED ON THEREVIEW, NOLATERTHAN DECEMBER 1, 2015, THE
DEPARTMENT SHALL SUBMIT TO THE COMMISSIONER, THE STAKEHOLDERS
WHOPARTICIPATED IN THE MEETINGS, THE EDUCATION COMMITTEESOF THE
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES AND OF THE SENATE, AND THE STATE BOARD
WRITTEN RECOMMENDATIONS RELATING TO THE ACCREDITATION OF
ALTERNATIVE EDUCATION CAMPUSES.

(C) THE DEPARTMENT SHALL INVITE, BUT IS NOT LIMITED TO
INVITING, THE FOLLOWING STAKEHOLDERS TO ATTEND THE MEETINGS:

(|) ONEREPRESENTATIVE FROM A SCHOOL DISTRICT ORAUTHORIZER
WITH MORE THAN ONE ALTERNATIVE EDUCATION CAMPUS;

(I ONE REPRESENTATIVE FROM A SCHOOL DISTRICT OR
AUTHORIZER SERVING ONLY ONE ALTERNATIVE EDUCATION CAMPUSIN A
RURAL AREA OF LESS THAN ONE THOUSAND STUDENTS;

(I11)  ONE REPRESENTATIVE FROM AN ON-LINE ALTERNATIVE
EDUCATION CAMPUS;

(IV) ONE REPRESENTATIVE FROM A CHARTER ALTERNATIVE
EDUCATION CAMPUS;

(V) ONE REPRESENTATIVE FROM AN ALTERNATIVE EDUCATION
CAMPUS THAT EXCLUSIVELY SERVES STUDENTSWITH AN INDIVIDUALIZED
EDUCATION PLAN;

(V1) ONE REPRESENTATIVE FROM AN ALTERNATIVE EDUCATION
CAMPUS THAT SERVES STUDENTS WHO ATTEND ON A PART-TIME BASIS;

(VI1) ONE REPRESENTATIVE FROM AN ALTERNATIVE EDUCATION
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CAMPUSTHAT HASMORETHAN FIFTY PERCENT OF ITSSTUDENTSIDENTIFIED
AS OVER-AGE AND UNDER-CREDITED;

(V1) ONE REPRESENTATIVE FROM AN ALTERNATIVE EDUCATION
CAMPUS THAT HAS MORE THAN FIFTY PERCENT OF ITS STUDENTS
PREVIOUSLY DROPPED OUT FROM OR EXPELLED FROM ANOTHER SCHOOL;

(IX) ONE REPRESENTATIVE FROM AN ALTERNATIVE EDUCATION
CAMPUSTHAT CURRENTLY OFFERSPOSTSECONDARY OPPORTUNITIESIN HIGH
SCHOOL;

(X) ONEREPRESENTATIVEFROM A STATEWIDE ORGANIZATION THAT
REPRESENTS ALTERNATIVE EDUCATION CAMPUSES;

(XI) AMEMBEROFTHE DEPARTMENT'SACCOUNTABILITY ANDDATA
ANALYSISUNIT;

(XI) A MEMBER OF THE DEPARTMENT WHO SPECIALIZES IN
DROPOUT PREVENTION,;

(XI11) A MEMBER REPRESENTING THE STATE CHARTER SCHOOL
INSTITUTE;

(XIV) A STUDENT ENROLLED IN AN ALTERNATIVE EDUCATION
CAMPUS; AND

(XV) A PARENT OR LEGAL GUARDIAN OF A STUDENT ENROLLED IN
AN ALTERNATIVE EDUCATION CAMPUS.

(d) THISSUBSECTION (1.5) ISREPEALED, EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2017.

SECTION 3. Safety clause. The general assembly hereby finds,
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determines, and declares that this act is necessary for the immediate
preservation of the public peace, health, and safety.

Dickey Lee Hullinghorst Bill L. Cadman

SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE PRESIDENT OF

OF REPRESENTATIVES THE SENATE

Marilyn Eddins Cindi L. Markwell

CHIEF CLERK OF THE HOUSE SECRETARY OF

OF REPRESENTATIVES THE SENATE
APPROVED

John W. Hickenlooper
GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF COLORADO
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