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BILL TOPIC: POLICE DATA COLLECTION AND COMMUNITY POLICING

Fiscal Impact Summary* FY 2015-2016 FY 2016-2017

State Revenue

State Expenditures $273,560 $47,808

General Fund 268,234 40,876

Centrally Appropriated Costs** 5,326 6,932

FTE Position Change 1.7 FTE 0.5 FTE

Appropriation Required: $268,234 - Multiple agencies (FY 2015-16).

* This summary shows changes from current law under the bill for each fiscal year. 
** These costs are not included in the bill's appropriation.  See the State Expenditures section for more information.

Summary of Legislation

This bill creates the "Community Law Enforcement Action Reporting (CLEAR) Act."  Under
the act, the Division of Criminal Justice (DCJ) in the Department of Public Safety is required to
compile and report data to the Judiciary Committees of the General Assembly and the Colorado
Commission on Criminal and Juvenile Justice.  The data includes:

• arrest data already reported to the Colorado Bureau of Investigation (CBI) for the
purposes of compiling uniform crime statistics;

• charging, disposition, sentencing, and defendant demographic data from the Judicial
Department; and 

• parole hearing, offender demographic, and parole outcome data from the Department
of Corrections.

The Judicial Department and Department of Corrections are required to provide the prior
calendar year's information to the DCJ by January 31.  The DCJ is required to distribute its report
by March 31 of each year.

Background

Under current law, every law enforcement agency is required to report certain information
to the CBI in the Department of Public Safety.  This includes information concerning crimes,
arrests, and stolen and recovered property as necessary for uniform compilation of statewide
reported crime, arrest, and recovered property statistics.  Information that is sent to the courts by
local law enforcement agencies does not distinguish a person's race from his or her ethnicity. 
Some law enforcement personnel use ethnicity in place of race when issuing a ticket or summons.
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State Expenditures

This bill increases costs for state agencies by $273,560 and 1.7 FTE in FY 2015-16
and by $47,808 and 0.5 FTE in FY 2016-17 and future years.  Table 1 and the discussion that
follows describe the costs.

Table 1.  Expenditures Under SB15-185

Cost Components FY 2015-16 FY 2016-17

Department of Public Safety $44,125 $47,808

Personal Services $27,121 $33,901

FTE 0.4 FTE 0.5 FTE

Operating Expenses and Capital Outlay Costs 5,178 475

Server Storage 6,500 6,500

Centrally Appropriated Costs* 5,326 6,932

Judicial Department $219,635 $0

Computer Programming 218,400 0

FTE 1.3 FTE 0

Operating Expenses and Capital Outlay Costs 1,235 0

Department of Corrections $9,800 $0

Computer Programming 9,800 0

TOTAL
FTE

$273,560
1.7 FTE

$47,808
0.5 FTE

* Centrally appropriated costs are not included in the bill's appropriation. 

Department of Public Safety.  The DCJ within the department is required to compile data
into an annual report each year, which will require the equivalent of 0.5 FTE at the Statistical
Analyst III level. This amount is prorated in the first year due to the effective date of the bill and
General Fund pay date shift and is likely to involve hiring more than one person to work between
January 1 and March 31 of each year.  One-time capital outlay costs and ongoing standard
operating costs are included.  Server costs of $6,500 are required to maintain the data submitted
from local law enforcement agencies, the DOC, and the Judicial Department.

Judicial Department.  One-time programming costs of $218,400 are required to collect
separate data on race and ethnicity and to create a field to capture plea information provided by
district attorneys. The extensive programming required and timing of the bill necessitates contract
staff equivalent to 1.3 FTE to be hired.  Standard operating costs are also provided for these
temporary FTE.

Department of Corrections.  One-time programming costs of $9,800 are required in order
to separate race from ethnicity in the department's computer system. 

Centrally appropriated costs.  Pursuant to a Joint Budget Committee policy, certain costs
associated with this bill are addressed through the annual budget process and centrally
appropriated in the Long Bill or supplemental appropriations bills, rather than in this bill.  The
centrally appropriated costs subject to this policy are estimated in the fiscal note for informational
purposes and summarized in Table 2.



Page 4 SB15-185
April 7, 2015

Table 2.  Centrally Appropriated Costs Under SB15-185*

Cost Components FY 2015-16 FY 2016-17

Employee Insurance (Health, Life, Dental, and Short-term Disability) $3,224 $4,031

Supplemental Employee Retirement Payments 2,102 2,901

TOTAL $5,326 $6,932

  *More information is available at: http://colorado.gov/fiscalnotes

Local Government Impact

This bill increases workload and costs for district attorneys and local law enforcement
agencies.  Local law enforcement agencies may need computer system changes in order to
provide the courts with separate fields for race and ethnicity.  District attorneys may also incur costs
to submit information to the courts about plea agreements in a manner that complies with the bill. 
As of this writing, no information about these costs is available.

Effective Date

The bill takes effect August 5, 2015, if the General Assembly adjourns on May 6, 2015, as
scheduled, and no referendum petition is filed.

State Appropriations

For FY 2015-16, the bill requires the following appropriations:

• $9,800 General Fund to the Department of Corrections;
• $219,635 General Fund to the Judicial Department and an allocation of 1.3 FTE; and
• $38,799 General Fund and an allocation of 0.4 FTE to the Department of Public Safety,

Division of Criminal Justice.

Departmental Difference

The Department of Public Safety identified costs of $101,468 and 1.0 FTE for FY 2015-16
and $105,705 and 1.0 FTE for FY 2016-17.  These costs assume that a Statistical Analyst IV
position is needed, that the position should be hired at a midrange salary, and that the position is
required to serve in a full-time capacity all year.  The fiscal note assumes that the position duties
are more closely aligned with the responsibilities of a Statistical Analyst III and the workload is
equivalent to 0.5 FTE among multiple staff between January 1 and March 31 each year.     

State and Local Government Contacts

Corrections Counties District Attorneys
Judicial Municipalities Public Safety
Sheriffs


