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Under Colorado's renewable energy standard, qualifying retail
utilities are required to obtain a portion of their energy from renewable
sources, including customer-sited facilities such as rooftop solar panels.
Recent legislation allowed customers who wished to install such facilities,
but whose property was not well suited to that purpose, to buy into a
centrally located facility with other customers (subscribers). This
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arrangement is known as a community solar garden or CSG.
The existing CSG statute requires a subscriber to live in the same
county as the CSG unless the subscriber lives in a county with a
population of less than 20,000, in which case the CSG may be in an
adjacent county that also has a population of less than 20,000. The bill
deletes these population requirements. It also increases the minimum
number of subscribers in a CSG from the current minimum of 10 to at
least 25 for installations larger than 500 kilowatts. Provisions governing
a utility's recovery of costs attributable to operation of a CSG are
amended to more precisely define the types of costs for which recovery
is allowed and the methods by which they may be recovered.
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Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Colorado:
SECTION 1. In Colorado Revised Statutes, 40-2-127, amend (2)
(b) (II) as follows:
40-2-127.

Community energy funds - community solar

5

gardens - definitions - rules - legislative declaration. (2) Definitions.
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As used in this section, unless the context otherwise requires:
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(b) In addition:

8
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(II) "Subscriber" means a retail customer of a qualifying retail
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utility who owns a subscription and who has identified one or more
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physical locations to which the subscription shall be IS attributed. Such
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physical locations shall MUST be within either the same municipality or
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the same county as the community solar garden; except that, if the
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subscriber lives in a county with a population of less than twenty
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thousand, according to the most recent available census figures, such
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physical locations may be in another county, also with a population of less
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than twenty thousand, within the service territory of the same qualifying
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retail utility and also IN THE SAME COUNTY AS, OR A COUNTY adjacent to,
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that of the community solar garden. The subscriber may change from time
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to time the premises to which the community solar garden electricity

2

generation shall be attributed, so long as the premises are within the
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geographical limits allowed for a subscriber.
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SECTION 2. Safety clause. The general assembly hereby finds,

6

determines, and declares that this act is necessary for the immediate

7

preservation of the public peace, health, and safety.
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