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A BILL FOR AN ACT
CONCERNING CLARIFICATIONOF THEAUTHORITY OF PERSONSACTING
ON BEHALF OF THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH AND
ENVIRONMENT TO ADMINISTER THE MEDICAL MARIJUANA
REGISTRY.

Bill Summary

(Note: This summary appliesto thishill as introduced and does
not reflect any amendments that may be subsequently adopted. If thishill
passes third reading in the house of introduction, a bill summary that
applies to the reengrossed version of this bill will be available at
http: //www.leg.state.co.us/billsummaries.)

The bill clarifiesthat the term "authorized employees of the state
health agency”, as used in article XVII1, section 14 of the Colorado
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constitution, which created the medical marijuana registry, includes
independent contractors or other agencies acting on behalf of the
department of public health and environment under a contract or
intergovernmental agreement. The bill aso specifies that these
contractors are not, as a result of this authorization, entitled to state
employee benefits.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Colorado:

SECTION 1. In Colorado Revised Statutes, 25-1.5-106, amend
(2) (8); and add (2) (a.5) asfollows:

25-1.5-106. Medical marijuana program - powersand duties
of state health agency - rules - medical review board - medical
marijuana program cash fund - created - repeal. (2) Definitions. In
addition to the definitions set forth in section 14 (1) of article XVIII of
the state constitution, as used in this section, unlessthe context otherwise

requires:

medica-martitana-program,eans: "AUTHORIZED EMPLOYEES OF THE

STATE HEALTH AGENCY" INCLUDES INDEPENDENT CONTRACTORS OR
OTHERAGENCIESWITHWHOM THESTATEHEALTH AGENCY CONTRACTSOR
IS WORKING UNDER AN INTERGOVERNMENTAL AGREEMENT TO PROVIDE
SERVICESRELATED TOTHEADMINISTRATION OF THEMEDICAL MARIJUANA
PROGRAM REGISTRY. THESE INDEPENDENT CONTRACTORSARENOT STATE

EMPLOY EESFOR THE PURPOSESOF STATEEMPLOY EEBENEFITS, INCLUDING

PUBLIC EMPLOY EES RETIREMENT ASSOCIATION BENEFITS.
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(a5) "BONA FIDE PHYSICIAN-PATIENT RELATIONSHIP', FOR

PURPOSES OF THE MEDICAL MARIJUANA PROGRAM, MEANS:

() A PHYSICIAN AND A PATIENT HAVE A TREATMENT OR
COUNSELINGRELATIONSHIP, IN THE COURSE OF WHICH THE PHY SICIAN HAS
COMPLETED A FULL ASSESSMENT OF THEPATIENT'SMEDICAL HISTORY AND
CURRENT MEDICAL CONDITION, INCLUDING AN APPROPRIATE PERSONAL
PHYSICAL EXAMINATION;

(I1) THE PHYSICIAN HAS CONSULTED WITH THE PATIENT WITH
RESPECT TO THE PATIENT'S DEBILITATING MEDICAL CONDITION BEFORE
THE PATIENT APPLIES FOR A REGISTRY IDENTIFICATION CARD; AND

(I11) THE PHYSICIAN IS AVAILABLE TO OR OFFERS TO PROVIDE
FOLLOW-UP CARE AND TREATMENT TO THE PATIENT, INCLUDING PATIENT
EXAMINATIONS, TO DETERMINE THE EFFICACY OF THE USE OF MEDICAL
MARIJUANA AS A TREATMENT OF THE PATIENT'S DEBILITATING MEDICAL
CONDITION.

SECTION 2. Safety clause. The general assembly hereby finds,
determines, and declares that this act is necessary for the immediate

preservation of the public peace, health, and safety.
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