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HOUSE BILL 14-1205

BY REPRESENTATIVE(S) Ryden, Garcia, Conti, Court, Duran, Exum,
Ferrandino, Fields, Gardner, Hamner, Hullinghorst, Kraft-Tharp, L ebsock,
Lee, May, McCann, McL achlan, Melton, Mitsch Bush, Moreno, Navarro,
Pabon, Peniston, Primavera, Rosenthal, Salazar, Schafer, Szabo, Vigil,
Williams, Y oung, Becker, Fischer, Foote, Gerou, Ginal, Kagan, Labuda,
Pettersen, Rankin, Tyler, Buckner;

also SENATOR(S) Crowder, Steadman, Aguilar, Heath, Herpin, Kefaas,
Kerr, King, Newell, Nicholson, Rivera, Roberts, Tochtrop, Todd, Ulibarri,
Zenzinger, Carroll.

CONCERNING THE VETERANS ASSISTANCE GRANT PROGRAM.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Colorado:

SECTION 1. In Colorado Revised Statutes, add 28-5-712 as
follows:

28-5-712. Veteransassistance grant program - created - rules-
fund - repeal. (1) THERE IS HEREBY CREATED IN THE DIVISION OF
VETERANSAFFAIRSTHE VETERANSASSISTANCE GRANT PROGRAM, REFERRED
TOIN THISSECTION ASTHE "PROGRAM", TO PROVIDE MONEY STONONPROFIT
ORGANIZATIONS AND GOVERNMENTAL AGENCIES THAT PROVIDE SERVICES
TO ENSURE THE HEALTH AND WELL-BEING OF VETERANS OF THE UNITED

Capital lettersindicate new material added to existing statutes; dashes through words indicate
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STATES ARMED FORCES WHO LIVE IN COLORADO, INCLUDING BUT NOT
LIMITED TO:

(@) MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES;

(b) FAMILY COUNSELING SERVICES;

(c) JoB TRAINING;

(d) EMPLOYMENT; AND

(e) HOUSING FOR HOMELESS VETERANS.

(2) ONORBEFORE SEPTEMBER 1, 2014, THE ADJUTANT GENERAL, IN
CONSULTATION WITH THE BOARD OF VETERANS AFFAIRS CREATED IN
SECTION 28-5-702, SHALL ADOPT RULES FOR THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE
PROGRAM, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO:

(@) CRITERIA FOR DETERMINING WHICH NONPROFIT ORGANIZATIONS
AND GOVERNMENTAL AGENCIES ARE ELIGIBLE TO RECEIVE MONEY S FROM
THE PROGRAM; AND

(b) PROCEDURES BY WHICH ELIGIBLE NONPROFIT ORGANIZATIONS
AND GOVERNMENTAL AGENCIES MAY APPLY FOR AND RECEIVE MONEYS
FROM THE PROGRAM.

(3) (&) THERE IS HEREBY CREATED THE VETERANS ASSISTANCE
GRANT PROGRAM CASH FUND, REFERRED TOIN THISSECTION ASTHE "FUND",
WHICH SHALL CONSIST OF:

() MONEYS RECEIVED BY THE DIVISION AS GIFTS, GRANTS, OR
DONATIONS PURSUANT TO PARAGRAPH (d) OF THIS SUBSECTION (3); AND

(1) SucH MONEYS AS ARE APPROPRIATED TO THE FUND BY THE
GENERAL ASSEMBLY.

(b) THE MONEYS IN THE FUND ARE SUBJECT TO ANNUAL
APPROPRIATION TO THE DIVISION BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY FOR THE
DIRECT AND INDIRECT COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH IMPLEMENTING THE
PROGRAM. THE STATE TREASURER MAY INVEST ANY MONEYSIN THE FUND
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NOT EXPENDED FOR THE PURPOSES OF THIS SECTION AS PROVIDED BY LAW.
THE STATE TREASURER SHALL CREDIT ANY INTEREST AND INCOME DERIVED
FROM THE DEPOSIT AND INVESTMENT OF MONEY SIN THE FUND TO THE FUND.
ANY UNEXPENDED AND UNENCUMBERED MONEY SIN THE FUND AT THE END
OF A FISCAL YEAR REMAIN IN THE FUND AND SHALL NOT BE CREDITED TO
ANY OTHER FUND; EXCEPT THAT, ANY MONEY SREMAINING IN THE FUND ON
SEPTEMBER 1, 2024, SHALL BE CREDITED TO THE GENERAL FUND.

(c) THE DIVISION MAY EXPEND NOT MORE THAN FIVE PERCENT OF
THE MONEYS ANNUALLY APPROPRIATED TO THE FUND TO PAY THE
ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES INCURRED BY THE DIVISION IN ADMINISTERING
THE PROGRAM.

(d) THE DIVISION IS AUTHORIZED TO ACCEPT GIFTS, GRANTS, AND
DONATIONS FOR THE PURPOSES DESCRIBED IN THIS SECTION. THE DIVISION
SHALL TRANSFER EACH SUCH GIFT, GRANT, AND DONATION TO THE STATE
TREASURER, WHO SHALL CREDIT THE SAME TO THE FUND.

(4) IN ITS ANNUAL REPORT BEFORE THE HOUSE AND SENATE
COMMITTEES OF REFERENCE PURSUANT TO SECTION 2-7-203, C.R.S., THE
DEPARTMENT OF MILITARY AND VETERANS AFFAIRS SHALL INCLUDE
INFORMATION DESCRIBING THE GRANTSAWARDED THROUGH THE PROGRAM
DURING THE PRECEDING YEAR.

(5) THIS SECTION IS REPEALED, EFFECTIVE SEPTEMBER 1, 2024.
BEFORE REPEAL, THE DEPARTMENT OF REGULATORY AGENCIES SHALL
REVIEW THE PROGRAM AS DESCRIBED IN SECTION 24-34-104, C.R.S.

SECTION 2. InColorado Revised Statutes, 24-34-104, add (55) (h)
asfollows:

24-34-104. General assembly review of regulatory agenciesand
functionsfor termination, continuation, or reestablishment. (55) The
following agencies, functions, or both, terminate on September 1, 2024:

() THE VETERANS ASSISTANCE GRANT PROGRAM, CREATED BY
SECTION 28-5-712, C.R.S.

SECTION 3. Appropriation - adjustmentsto 2014 long bill. For
the implementation of this act, appropriations made in the annual general
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appropriation act to the department of military and veterans affairs for the
fiscal year beginning July 1, 2014, are adjusted as follows. The
appropriation to the division of veterans affairsisincreased by 0.4 FTE.

SECTION 4. Act subject to petition - effective date. This act
takes effect at 12:01 am. on the day following the expiration of the
ninety-day period after final adjournment of the general assembly (August
6, 2014, if adjournment sine die is on May 7, 2014); except that, if a
referendum petitionisfiled pursuant to section 1 (3) of articleV of the state
constitution against this act or an item, section, or part of this act within
such period, then the act, item, section, or part will not take effect unless
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approved by the people at the general election to be held in November 2014
and, in such case, will take effect on the date of the official declaration of
the vote thereon by the governor.

Mark Ferrandino Morgan Carroll

SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE PRESIDENT OF

OF REPRESENTATIVES THE SENATE

Marilyn Eddins Cindi L. Markwell

CHIEF CLERK OF THE HOUSE SECRETARY OF

OF REPRESENTATIVES THE SENATE
APPROVED

John W. Hickenlooper
GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF COLORADO
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