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Fiscal Impact Summary* FY 2014-2015 FY 2015-2016

State Revenue

State Expenditures $5,716 $5,716

Cash Funds 5,716 5,716

FTE Position Change

Appropriation Required: $3,643 - Department of Law (FY 2014-15)

* This summary shows changes from current law under the bill for each fiscal year. 

Summary of Legislation

This bill makes changes to the Colorado Coroners Standards and Training Board (board)
within the Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment (CDPHE).  Specifically, the bill:

• requires that the chairperson of the board be either a coroner or forensic pathologist;
• authorizes the Executive Director of CDPHE to expend gifts, grants, and donations that

the board receives in order to cover the costs of operating the board:
• requires that staff of the CDPHE perform administrative duties to assist and support in

the operation of the board; 
• requires that the Attorney General serve as legal advisor to the board;
• requires that a deputy or assistant Attorney General, as chosen by the Attorney

General, attend each meeting of the board, as requested; 
• increases the number of hours required for coroner in-service training from 16 hours to

20 hours per year; and 
• requires that each county coroner, or his or her designee, create a policy for the training

of deputy coroners and make the policy available to the public.  

State Expenditures

Overall, this bill is expected to increase the workload of the CDPHE and the Department
of Law and state cash fund expenditures by $5,716 per year beginning in FY 2014-15.  

CDPHE.  The CDPHE will have increased workload and costs to provide administrative staff
support to the board.  Under current law, administrative duties are performed by an independent
contractor at a cost of approximately $3,700 per year.  Administrative duties performed in support
of the board include: responding to inquiries, communicating with counties and coroners,
preparation for and notification of board meetings, record keeping of board decisions, tracking of
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in-service training requirements, processing waivers and extensions, and other duties as required. 
These activities will require approximately 125 hours of CDPHE staff time, at an annual cost of
about $5,773, resulting in a net increase in state expenditures within the CDPHE of $2,073
($5,773 - $3,700 = $2,073) beginning in FY 2014-15.  

The bill provides that the Executive Director of the CDPHE may expend gifts, grants, and
donations received into the Coroner's Training Fund (fund) to cover costs incurred in the operation
of the board.  Under current law, the moneys in the fund are continuously appropriated to the board
for the purposes of carrying out the functions of the board.  

Law.  The Department of Law will experience increased costs associated with the
requirement that a deputy or assistant Attorney General attend each meeting of the board, at its
request.  The fiscal note assumes that support will be provided by an attorney, at a cost of $91.08
per hour.  Based on five meetings per year, for four hours each plus an additional 20 hours for
consultation, the cost for an attorney to support the board will be $3,643 per year, beginning in
FY 2014-15. 

Local Government Impact

This bill increases the yearly in-service training requirements for coroners and requires that
each county coroner create a policy for the training of deputy coroners.  The additional training will
be provided by the Colorado Coroners Association and will be absorbed within existing resources. 
These training hours will be added onto regularly scheduled meetings so that the training does not
extend to an additional meeting day.  County coroners will experience a workload increase for the
creation of a training policy; however, it is expected that this activity will have a minimal cost.

Effective Date

The bill takes effect July 1, 2014.

State Appropriations

Moneys in the Coroner's Training Fund are continuously appropriated to the board;
therefore, no appropriation to the Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment is
required for FY 2014-15.  For FY 2014-15, the Department of Law requires spending authority for
$3,643 in reappropriated funds.  
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