UPDATED SUMMARY
HOUSE BILL 14-1298
Second Regular Session - Sixty-ninth Colorado General Assembly
This summary applies to the reengrossed version of this bill as introduced in the
second house. It does not reflect any amendments that may be subsequently adopted. This
summary reflects only the main points of the legislation.
The bill sets the statewide base per pupil funding amount for the 2014-15 budget year
at $6,121, which is an inflationary increase of 2.8%.
The bill clarifies the calculation of the cost of living factor in years in which the
income level used in the cost of living study decreases below the income level used in the
previous cost of living study, in years in which the percentage increase in the income level
is 1% or lower, and in years in which the percentage increase is more than 1%.
The bill establishes the amount of the negative factor for the 2014-15 budget year.
The bill repeals the language that establishes the target amount for total program funding in
budget years after 2014-15 and states that, for the 2015-16 budget year, the difference
between the amount of statewide total program funding calculated without the negative
factor and the amount of statewide total program funding calculated with the negative factor
cannot exceed the dollar amount of that difference for the 2014-15 budget year.
For the 2014-15 budget year, the bill increases by 5,000 the number of positions
funded in the Colorado preschool program. A school district or a charter school may use the
positions to serve a child in half-day or full-day preschool or in full-day kindergarten, but
the department of education (department) must distribute the increased number of positions
for full-day kindergarten programs first.
Under existing law, a school district's limit on bonded indebtedness is higher if the
school district's pupil enrollment increases by at least 2.5% each year for 3 consecutive fiscal
years. The bill allows a school district to use the higher limit on bonded indebtedness if the
average annual increase in the school district's pupil enrollment for 3 years or 5 years,
whichever results in the highest average, is at least 2.5%.
The bill increases by $2 million the appropriation to boards of cooperative services
to assist school districts in implementing and meeting the state's education priorities.
The bill directs the state treasurer to transfer to the state education fund 75% of the
remaining general fund surplus for the 2014-15 fiscal year.
The bill repeals and reenacts the existing English Language Proficiency Act (ELPA).
Under the existing ELPA, funding for a student with limited English proficiency is limited
to 2 years. The new ELPA uses the term "English language learner" (ELL) rather than
"student with limited English proficiency" and uses the term "local education provider",
which includes a school district, the state charter school institute, or a facility school. Under
the new ELPA, the time for funding each ELL expands to 5 years. The funding allocation
is based on the number of ELLs that a local education provider enrolls and each ELL's level
of English proficiency.
The new ELPA specifies the duties of local education providers and the department

in implementing English language proficiency programs. The new ELPA also creates the
English language proficiency act excellence award program (award program) to recognize
school districts and charter schools that achieve the highest English language and academic
growth among English language learners and the highest academic achievement for ELLs
who transition out of the English language proficiency program.
The bill increases the appropriation for the ELPA by $30 million and appropriates
$500,000 for the award program.
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