
2012

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION 12-1021

BY REPRESENTATIVE(S) Hamner and McKinley, Massey, Acree,
Balmer, Baumgardner, Becker, Beezley, Bradford, Brown, Casso,
Conti, Coram, Court, DelGrosso, Duran, Ferrandino, Fields,
Fischer, Gardner B., Gerou, Holbert, Hullinghorst, Jones, Joshi,
Kagan, Kefalas, Kerr A., Kerr J., Labuda, Lee, Levy, Liston,
Looper, McCann, Miklosi, Murray, Nikkel, Pabon, Pace, Peniston,
Priola, Ramirez, Ryden, Schafer S., Scott, Singer, Solano,
Sonnenberg, Soper, Stephens, Summers, Swalm, Swerdfeger, Szabo,
Todd, Tyler, Vaad, Vigil, Waller, Williams A., Wilson, Young,
McNulty, Barker;
also SENATOR(S) Scheffel, Grantham, Tochtrop.

CONCERNING THE DESIGNATION OF PACK BURRO
RACING AS A SUMMER HERITAGE SPORT IN COLORADO. 

WHEREAS, In the 19th century, it was common for Colorado miners
to keep donkeys, known as pack burros, to carry their tools and supplies
through the Rocky Mountains as they prospected for gold, silver, and
other valuable ores; and

WHEREAS, It is said that at that time, two miners found gold in the
same location, and raced each other back to town to be the first to stake
a claim to the find. Neither miner could ride their animal because of its
load and so they ran alongside their burros; and

WHEREAS, Based on stories such as these, and in the spirit of
carrying on the traditions of Colorado's early citizens, the sport of pack
burro racing was born, with the first official event between Leadville and
Fairplay organized in 1949; and



WHEREAS, Pack burro racing is the first of its kind in the world and
is considered to be the only indigenous sport of Colorado; and

WHEREAS, Particular to the sport of pack burro racing, an individual
runs alongside and leads his or her burro, which is weighed down by a
thirty-three pound pack; and

WHEREAS, Thousands of people from around the state and beyond
travel to the original mining towns of the Rocky Mountains to attend or
participate in annual pack burro races; and

WHEREAS, There are currently organized pack burro racing events
in the towns of Idaho Springs, Georgetown, Buena Vista, Leadville, and
Fairplay. Each event is part of a festival celebrating the town's history;
and

WHEREAS, Colorado pack burro racing has its own Triple Crown,
requiring a racer to win all three consecutive pack burro events in
Fairplay, Leadville, and Buena Vista; and

WHEREAS, The race held in Fairplay, Colorado, is 29 miles in length
and counts as an ultra-marathon; and

WHEREAS, Pack burro racing is an inclusive sport, having welcomed
women to compete since 1951. Barb Dolan is a 13-time Triple Crown
winner, and, most recently, 2-time winner Karen Thorpe won the Triple
Crown in 2011. Both women have been named Sportswomen of Colorado
for Burro Racing; and

WHEREAS, The exercise gained by participating in a pack burro race
is beneficial and healthy for both runner and burro; and

WHEREAS, Commemorating the unique and colorful heritage of
Colorado and its citizens is essential to attracting visitors from around the
United States and the world; now, therefore,
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Be It Resolved by the House of Representatives of the Sixty-eighth
General Assembly of the State of Colorado, the Senate concurring herein:

That we, the members of the General Assembly, do hereby designate
pack burro racing as a summer heritage sport in Colorado. 

Be It Further Resolved, That copies of this Joint Resolution be sent to
former State Senator Ken Chlouber; Colorado Tourism Office Director
Al White; the board of trustees of the towns of Buena Vista and Fairplay;
the board of selectmen of the town of Georgetown; the city councils of
the cities of Idaho Springs and Leadville; Brad Wann of the Western Pack
Burro Association; and the county commissioners of Park and Lake
counties.

_________________________________________________________
Frank McNulty Brandon C. Shaffer 
SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE PRESIDENT OF
OF REPRESENTATIVES THE SENATE

____________________________  ____________________________
Marilyn Eddins Cindi Markwell
CHIEF CLERK OF THE HOUSE SECRETARY OF
OF REPRESENTATIVES THE SENATE
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