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TITLE: CONCERNING A SPECIAL CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTION FOR
PURPOSES OF CONTINUITY IN REPRESENTATION UPON THE DECLARATION OF
THE SPEAKER OF THE UNITED STATES HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
PURSUANT TO 2 U.S.C. SEC. 8 (B). 

Summary of Legislation

Under current law, the Governor sets the date for elections to fill congressional vacancies:
an election must be held between 75 and 90 days after the vacancy occurs, but not within 90 days
before a general election.  This bill establishes an expedited process in the event of that the Speaker
of the United States House of Representatives declares vacancies in 100 or more congressional seats,
including one or more in Colorado.  In these instances, the Governor must call for the election to be
held within 49 days of the speaker's declaration, unless a general election is to be held within 75 days
of the declaration.

Under the bill, candidates for the special congressional vacancy election must be nominated
by the party congressional central committee within 10 days after the speaker's declaration.
Candidates unaffiliated with a political party candidate must submit a notarized statement of intent
the Secretary of State and pay a filing fee.  The bill also allows the Secretary of State to promulgate
rules ensuring that the special election is held within the requisite time.

Assessment

The bill is assessed as having no fiscal impact.  Although it could increase election costs and
fee revenue to the state, current law already requires a special election to fill congressional vacancies
occurring more than 90 days before a general election, and the likelihood of 100 vacancies in the
435-member United States House of Representatives is remote, except in the case of a catastrophe.

Congressional vacancy elections, like primary and general elections, are conducted by county
clerk and recorders and paid for by Colorado counties.  The state oversees the elections and certifies
candidates and election results.  This bill changes the timing of congressional vacancy elections in
specific circumstances, which may create short-term staffing needs for county election officials
depending on the time of year in which the election is held.  It also requires unaffiliated candidates
to pay a filing fee equal to one percent of the annual salary paid to members of congress.  For 2008,
the filing fee would be $1,693.
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