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Fiscal Impact Summary FY 2007-2008 FY 2008-2009

NET TOTAL
State Revenue
State Expenditures

FTE Position Change

$0
$0

0.0 FTE

$0
$0

0.0 FTE

Effective Date:  Upon signature of the Governor   

Local Government Impact:  None.

Summary of Legislation

This bill expands the role and mission of Western State College by requiring the institution
to offer a limited number of graduate programs.

Background

In 1985, HB85-1187 redefined the responsibilities of the Colorado Commission on Higher
Education (CCHE) to include functions of program review, reduction, and discontinuance.  This led
CCHE to direct the trustees of the Statewide Consortium of State Colleges in Colorado to
discontinue awarding masters degrees.  As a result, Western has not been able to award graduate
degrees since 1990.  Should Western desire to offer graduate credits, its accreditation status would
need to be changed.

Western currently offers classes for the continuing education of teachers.  Students pay
tuition to Western, and the courses are taught there, but because of the accreditation issue, Western
contracts with Adams State College to award the degrees.  In FY 2005-06, about 600 students took
classes, translating to 38 student FTE.  The cost of the program in FY 2005-06 was  $153,900.
Of this amount,  $51,300 went to Adams State College for awarding the degrees.  The program is
currently cash-funded, so that student tuition combined with some grants and endowment moneys
fully cover the cost of the program.
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State Expenditures

Western State College.  If Western is allowed to offer a limited number of graduate
programs, they would save the $51,300 they currently pay to Adams State College for awarding the
continuing teacher education degrees.  Adams State College would incur a corresponding loss in
revenue.  Western would also incur one-time costs to cover the travel expenses for the accrediting
team, in order to change its accreditation status.  These costs are expected to be nominal.

At this point, there are no plans to begin new graduate programs at Western.  However, if the
college decided at some point in the future, to begin new graduate programs, that decision would
likely have both a revenue and expenditure impact to the state, assuming the programs are not
entirely cash funded.  Such impacts are conditional on Western deciding to start any new graduate
programs and cannot be quantified at this time.
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