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State trustees to pay fine for violation of ethics law

By Charles Ashby
Tuesday, March 20, 2012

DENVER — The Public Trustees Association of Colorado agreed to pay $2,944 in fines Monday and get
training on just what they can accept in gifts under the state’s ethics laws.

The fine was the result of a complaint filed with the Colorado Independent Ethics Commission in November
after 32 trustees, including Mesa County Trustee Paul Brown, allowed attorneys they do business with to pay
part of their hotel costs at an annual conference in Black Hawk.

The complaint said the trustees accepted $13,500 in donations from the Denver-based law firm Castle &
Meinhold, and the Golden-based company Government Technology Systems, all in vielation of Amendment
41.

The law firm does extensive work in foreclosures and works closely with trustees. GTS sells computer
software often used by them.

Last fall, Brown told The Daily Sentinel he and other trustees knew the association had covered their
one-night hotel stay, but they didn’t know the money came from the companies.

Brown also said he doesn’t use the software sold by GTS. He said the law firm handles up to 45 percent of all
foreclosures in the state.

The complaint was filed by Colorado Ethics Watch, a left-leaning group that worked to get the ethics laws into
the Constitution.

“We're pleased to have heen able to bring these matters to the [EC’s attention,” said Luis Toro, the group’s
director. “As a result of the |IEC’s actions ... county officials throughout Colorado know that they are being
watched and must adhere to the same high standards we expect of statewide elected officials.”
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Colorado bill aims to nix appointed public
trustees in Mesa, Weld and El Paso counties

By David Migoya POSTED: 03/23/2012 01:00:00 AM MDT
The Deaver Fost UPDATED: 03/23/2012 02:52:40 AM MDT

Three counties where public trustees — the overseers of the state's foreclosure process — are
appointed by the governor would have the position filled instead by their elected treasurers,
under a bill proposed to the Colorado legislature.

Rep. Ray Scott, R-Grand Junction, said his bill, I 1329, looks to change how trustees are
selected in Mesa, Weld and El Paso counties. The list could be expanded to include any of the
other seven counties where the public trustee is a political appointee ofthe governor.

The idea, Scott said, is primarily intended to save counties money.

"When I looked into the statute, T was really shocked it was that old,” Scott said. "And we're
the only state in the country that does this. Either we're really, really smart, or really, really
stupid."

The bill was introduced lale Wednesday and assigned Thursday to the House local
government comumittee for a hearing, which has not been scheduled.

Except for Penver and Broomfield, Colorade’s other large counties — Adams, Arapahoe,
Boulder, Douglas, El Paso, Jefferson, Larimer, Mesa, Pueblo and Weld — have trusfees
appointed by the governor and serve renewable four-year terms, a law that dates to the state's
silver-mining days.

By law, elected treasurers in the other 52 counties are also the public trustee. In Denver, the
post is held by the elected clerk and recorder, who in turn appoints a deputy to run the
trustee office.

Broomfield's trustee is appointed by the City Council.
"I don't understand why the governor would ever want this baggage," Scott said.

Gov. John Hickenlooper's spokesman, Eric Brown, said: "We will monitor the bill as it moves
through the legislative process.”

Patty Bartlett, Logan County's treasurer and public trustee, and president of the Colorado
Pubtic Trustee Association, said she had "heard rumors the bill was coming” but hadn't seen
it.

"T'd have to first question if the supporters think ii's going to save money or what exacily is
behind it," Bartlett said. "What's the driving fores? Is it fiscal, political or something else?”

Appointed trustees are paid $72,000, a salary established by the legislature and increased in
2010 from $48,500.
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County treaserers who also serve as trustees eollect their statutory treasurer salary and are
paid an additional $12,500 for their trustee work — but only after all the expenses of the
trustee office are paid, including the salaries of its employees.

Some treasurers have said they've had to forgo the additional compensation because no
money was left, while the salaries of the appointed trustees are guaranteed.

"It hardly seems fair,” said one trustee who refused to have her name used because she feared
backlash from the trustees association. "We do the work just like the big counties. Bat the
appointed trustees are just treated differently.”

The public trustee system has generated huge profits by charging the public more than what's
needed to actually run its offices, The Denver Post reported in December. What's more, each
trustee office has generated so much money that it has a bank account set aside with enough
funds to maintain the office for a whole year — salaries included — in the unlikely event that
not a single foreclosure gets filed.

Trustees who are the elected treasurer operate differently, serving at the pleasure of voters,
but they are required to follow county hiring, budget and bid procedures. Cutside audits look
at their finances, not their performance.

Appointed trusiees are required only to file an annual report of transactions to the governor.

Though emplovees of appointed trustee offices are technieally considered county employees,
they work in separate offices, trustees mainfain their own budgets — which are not subject to
county approval — and can even maintain their own work spaces.

David Migoya: 305-954-1506 or dmigoya@denverpost.com

Fottow David Migoya on Twitfer,
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State trustees to pay fine for violation of ethics law

By Charles Ashby
Tuesday, March 20, 2012

DENVER — The Public Trustees Association of Colorado agreed to pay $2,944 in fines Monday and get
training on just what they can accept in gifts under the state’s ethics laws.

The fine was the result of a complaint filed with the Colerado Independent Ethics Commission in November
after 32 trustees, including Mesa County Trustee Paul Brown, allowed attorneys they do business with to pay
part of their hotel costs at an annual conference in Black Hawk.

The complaint said the trustees accepted $13,500 in donations from the Denver-based law firm Castle &
Meinhold, and the Golden-based company Government Technology Systems, all in violation of Amendment
41,

The law firm does extensive work in foreclosures and works closely with trustees. GTS sells computer
software often used by them.

Last fall, Brown told The Daily Sentinel he and other trustees knew the association had covered their
one-night hotel stay, but they didn’t know the money came from the companies.

Brown also said he doesn’t use the software sold by GTS. He said the law firm handles up to 45 percent of all
foreclosures in the state.

The complaint was filed by Colorade Ethics Watch, a lefi-leaning group that worked to get the ethics laws into
the Constitution.

“We're pleased to have been able to bring these matters fo the IEC’s attention,” said Luis Toro, the group’s
director. “As a result of the IEC’s actions ... county officials throughout Colorads know that they are being
watched and must adhere to the same high standards we expect of statewide elected officials.”
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The idea, Seott said, is primarily intended to save counties money.

"When I locked into the statute, T was really shocked it was that old,” Scott said. "And we're
the only state in the country that does this. Rither we're really, really smart, or really, really Subsoribe
~ stupid.” B
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The bill was introduced late Wednesday and assigned Thursday to the House local

government committee for a hearing, which has not been scheduled.

Except for Denver and Broomfield, Colorado's other large connties — Adams, Arapahoe,
Boulder, Douglas, EI Paso, Jefferson, Larimer, Mesa, Pueblo and Weld — have trustees
appointed by the governor and serve renewable four-year terms, a law that dates to the state's
silver-mining days.

By law, clected treasurers in the other 52 counties are also the public trustee. In Denver, the
post is held by the elected clerk and recorder, who in turn appoints a deputy to run the
trustee office.

Broomfield's trustee is appointed by the City Council.
T den't understand why the governor would ever want this baggage,” Seott said,

Gov. John Hickenlooper's spokesman, Eric Brown, said: "We will monitor the bill as it moves
through the legislative process.”

Patty Bartlett, Logan County’s treasurer and public trusiee, and president of the Colorado
Public Trustee Association, said she had "heard rumors the bill was coming” but hadn't seen
it.

“I'd have to first question if the supporters think it's going to save money or what exactly is
behind it," Bartlett said. "What's the driving foree? Is it fiscal, political or something else?"

Appointed trustees are paid $72,000, a salary established by the legislature and increased in
2010 from $48,500.
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County treasurers who also serve as trustees collect their statutory treasurer salary and are
paid an additional $12,500 for their trustee work — but only after all the expenses of the
trustee office are paid, including the salaries of its employees.

Some treasurers have said they've had to forgo the additional compensation because no
money was left, while the salaries of the appointed trustees are guaranteed.

"t hardly seems fair,” said one trustee who refused to have her name used because she feared

backlash from the trustees assoclation. "We do the work just like the big counties. But the
appointed trustees are just treated differently.”

The public trustee system has generated huge profits by charging the public more than what's

needed to actually run its offices, The Denver Post reported in Decemnber. What's more, each
trustee office has generated so much money that # has a bank account set aside with encugh
funds to maintain the office for a whole year — salaries included — in the unlikely event that
not a single foreclosure gets filed.

Trustees who are the elected treasurer operate differently, serving at the pleasure of voters,
but they are required to follow county hiring, budget and bid procedures. Outside audits Took
at their finances, not their performance.

Appointed trustees are required only to file an annual report of transactions to the governor.

Though employees of appointed trustee offices are technically considered county employees,
they work in separate offices, trustees maintain their own budgets — which are not subject to
county approval — and can even maintain their own work spaces.

David Migoya: 303-954-1506 or dmigoya@denverpost.com

Foftow David Migoya on Twilter.
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State trustees to pay fine for violation of ethics law

By Charles Ashby
Tuesday, March 20, 2012

DENVER -- The Public Trustees Association of Colorado agreed to pay $2,944 in fines Monday and get
training on just what they can accept in gifts under the state’s ethics laws.

The fine was the result of a complaint filed with the Colorado Independent Ethics Commission in November
after 32 trustees, including Mesa County Trustee Paul Brown, allowed attorneys they do business with to pay
part of their hotel costs at an annual conference in Black Hawk.

The complaint said the trustees accepted $13,500 in donations from the Denver-based law firm Castle &
Meinhold, and the Golden-based company Government Technology Systems, all in violation of Amendment
41,

The law firm does extensive work in foreclosures and works closely with trustees. GTS sells computer
software often used by them.

Last fall, Brown told The Daily Sentinel he and other trustees knew the association had covered their
one-night hotel stay, but they didn’t know the money came from the companies,

Brown also said he doesn’t use the software sold by GTS. He said the faw firm handles up to 45 percent of all
foreclosures in the state.

The complaint was filed by Colorado Ethics Watch, a left-leaning group that worked to get the ethics laws into
the Constitution.

“We're pleased to have been able to bring these matters to the IEC’s attention,” said Luis Toro, the group’s
director. “As a result of the IEC’s actions ... county officials throughout Colorado know that they are being
watched and must adhere to the same high standards we expect of statewide elected officials.”
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Colorado bill aims to nix appointed public
trustees in Mesa, Weld and El Paso counties

By Davii Migoya POSTED: 03/23/2012 01:00:00 AM MDT
The Denver Post UPDATED: 03/23/2012 02:52:40 AM MDT

Three counties where public frustees — the overseers of the state's foreclosure process — are
appointed by the governor would have the position filled instead by their elected treasurers,
under a bill proposed to the Colorado legislature.

Rep. Ray Scott, R-Grand Junction, said his bill, #E 1520, looks to change how trustees are
selected in Mesa, Weld and E] Paso counties. The list conld be expanded to include any of the
other seven counties where the public trustee is a political appointee of the governor.

The idea, Scotl said, is primarily intended to save counties money.

"When I locked into the statute, I was really shocked it was that old,” Scott said. "And we're
the only state in the country that does this. Either we're really, really smart, or really, really
stupid.”

The bill was introduced late Wednesday and assigned Thursday to the House local
government committee fora hearing, which has not been scheduled.

Except for Denver and Broomfield, Colorado's other large counties — Adams, Arapahoe,
Boulder, Douglas, El Paso, Jefferson, Larimer, Mesa, Pueblo and Weld — have trustees
appointed by the governor and serve renewable four-year terms, a law that dates to the state's
silver-mining days.

By law, elected treasurers in the other 52 counties are also the public trustee. In Denver, the
post is held by the elected clerk and recorder, who in turm appoints a deputy to run the
trustee office.

Broomfield's trustee is appointed by the City Council.
"I don't understand why the governor would ever want this baggage,” Scott said.

Gov. John Hickenlooper's spokestnan, Eric Brown, said: "We will monitor the bil} as it moves
through the legislative process.”

Patly Bartlett, Logan County's treasurer and public trustee, and president of the Colorado

Public Trustee Association, said she had "heard rumors the bill was coming” but hadr't seen
it.

"I'd have to first question if the supporters think it's going to save money or what exactly is
behind #," Bartlett said. "What's the driving force? Is it fiscal, political or something else?"

Appointed trustees are paid 72,000, a salary estabhshed by the legislature and increased in
2010 from $48,500.
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County treasurers who also serve as trustees collect their statutory treasurer salary and are
paid an additional $12,500 for their trustee work — but only after all the expenses of the
trustee office are paid, including the salaries of its empicyees.

Some treasurers have said they've had to forgo the additional compensation because no
money was left, while the salaries of the appointed trustees are guaranteed.

"It hardly seems fair," said one trustee who refused to have her name used because she feared
backlash from the trustees association. "We do the work just like the big counties. But the
appointed trustees are just treated differently.”

The public trustee system has generated huge profits by charging the public more than what's
needed to actually run its offices, The Denver Post reported in Decemnber. What's more, each
trustee office has generated so much money that it has a bank account set aside with encugh
funds to maintain the office for a whole year — salaries included —
not a single foreclosure gets filed.

in the unlikely event that

Trustees who are the elected treasurer operate differently, serving at the pleasure of vaters,
but they are required to follow county hiring, budget and bid procedures. Outside audits look
at their finances, not their performance.

Appointed trastees are required only to file an annual report of transactions to the governor.

Though employees of appointed trustee offices are technically considered county employees,
they work in separate offices, trustees maintain their own budgets — which are not subject to
county approval — and can even maintain their own work spaces.

Dauvid Migoya: 303-954-1506 or dmigoya@denverpost.com

Follow David Migova on Twitler.
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