Attachment A

DRAFT
COLORADO KIDS OUTDOORS BILL FACT SHEET

Title — “Colorado Kids Outdoors Grant Program”

Sponsors — Scanlan, Gibbs

Statement of the issue/problem under current law

e There is a growing urgency to reconnect kids to the outdoors, both nationally and
in Colorado.

¢ The benefits of spending time outdoors are well-known including improved
physical and mental health and well-being and development of a conservation
ethic.

o Studies indicate access to the outdoors and nature improves concentration and
impulse control, helps with emotional coping and stress reduction, develops
creativity, reduces symptoms of ADD and ADHD, increases motor coordination
and develops a conservation ethic.

e Children who spend time outdoors will also be more likely to become stewards of
Colorado’s public lands and participate in outdoor recreation later in life.

e Qutdoor recreation is an integral component of Colorado’s heritage and economy,

generating an estimated $10 - $15 billion annually in economic activity.

Explanation of how the bill addresses this problem

o Creates CO kids outdoors grant program in Dept. of Natural Resources (DNR).
o For programs that allow CO youth to participate in outdoor activities.
» Including but not limited to programs that emphasize the
environment and experiential, field-based learning.
o Advisory council will assist the executive director of DNR in reviewing
the applications and creating criteria.
o Funded through gifts, grants, and donations.
o Creates outdoor summer jobs for kids through existing funds

e Directs the department of education to create and the state board of education to
adopt a state plan for environmental literacy.

o Designed to strengthen environmental literacy and provide opportunities
for professional development in environmental education to educators

o Prepares the state to be eligible for the possibility of federal funds from
No Child Left Inside legislation introduced this year.

o Environmental education fund will be set up to receive any moneys
received for creating the state plan. Plan will not be created or adopted
until there are sufficient funds as determined by CDE.




Supporters

- Betty Ford Alpine Gardens

- Boys and Girls Clubs of Chaffee County

- Boy Scouts of America, Mesa Verde District

- Breckenridge Nordic/Frisco Nordic

- Choose Outdoors

- Coalition to Advance Environmental Literacy in Colorado (represents 88,000
individuals across Colorado)

- Colorado Alliance of Environmental Educators (CAEE)

- Colorado Children’s Campaign

- Colorado Kids Outdoors Coalition

- Colorado Youth Corps Association (CYCA)

- Colorado Youth Outdoors

- Cottonwood Institute (Denver, Boulder, Jefferson, Arapahoe, Douglass Counties)

- Denver Parks & Recreation

- Environmental Learning for Kids (Denver, Adams, and Arapahoe Counties)

- Family Resource Center (Sterling)

- Pountain Creek Water Sentinels (Pueblo)

- Get Outdoors And Learn Stuff (GOALS)

- Girl Scouts of Colorado

- Gore Range Natural Science School

- Groundwork Denver

- Healthy Lifestyle La Plata Coalition, a LiveWell Colorado Community

- Jellystone Park at Larkspur — Larkspur

- Keystone Science School

- Loveland youth Gardeners

- Mountain Park Environmental Center (Pueblo)

- Mountain Studies Institute (SW Colorado)

- National Wildlife Federation

- Qutward Bound

- Pikes Peak Group of Sierra Club

- San Juan Mountains Association (La Plata, Montezuma, Dolores, Archuleta
Counties)

- Ski Country USA

- SOS Outreach

- The Outdoor Experience — Larkspur

- Vail Nature Center

- Vail Recreation District

- Vail Resorts

- William Findlay, MD (pediatrician with Western Colorado Pediatrics in Grand
Junction)

- Yampatika (Routt and Moffat Counties)
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