Attachment A

Colorado State University
Snow Mouritain Ranch Conservation Easements (202 Profect)

2010-105

Fund Source ; JRe Costitem | D09-10'] :
CF $1 .00.000 Land Acquisition $6,000,000

FF $5,000,000 Professional Services $0
Construction 50

Equipment $0

Miscellaneous $0

Total $6,000,000 Total $6,000,000

Colorado State University (CSU) is requesting cash and federal funds spending authority to purchase two
conservation easements totaling 2,787 acres at Snow Mountain Ranch. Snow Mountain Ranch is a year-round
conference and family center owned and operated by the YMCA of the Rockies that provides lodging, meeting
space, dining, programming, and recreation for up to 2,500 people. The ranch occupies about 5,000 acres near
Winter Park. Attachment A is a map of the proposed easements. The easements will protect back-country forest
land from future subdivision and development.

According to the Colorado State Forest Service (CSFS), Snow Mountain Ranch was designated as the highest
priority in Colorado for funding for FY 2008-09 under the federal Forest Legacy Program. The easements are
contiguous and border the Arapahoe National Forest to the west and the south. Access to the national forest is
through the proposed easements. According to various stakeholders, the purchase of the conservation easements
will protect two watersheds, and winter range for elk, mule deer, black bear, moose, mountain lion, and the Canada
tynx. Furthermore, CSU says that continued active forest management of the easements will promote forest health
and reduce the risk of loss from fire, insects, and disease.

The CSFS is the lead state agency for the federal Forest Legacy Program. The CSU Board of Governors will hold
legal title to the easements because the CSFS is part of the GSU system. The Colorade Commission on Higher
Education is required to approve all property acquisitions by institutions that require federal funds pursuant to
Section 23-1-106 (8), C.R.S.

The CSFS will have access to the property to ensure that the property owner manages the property in accordance
with the forest stewardship plan. Operating costs for these monitoring activities are expected to range from $1,193
in the first year to $1,343 in the fifth year.

The project is a Senate Bill 82-202 project, meaning the property will be acquired, monitored, and maintained with
non-state funds.

Attachment B contains letters of support for the easement acquisitions from Senator Dan Gibbs and Representative
Al White; the U.S. Forest Service Sulphur Area District Ranger; the U.S. Bureau of Land Management Kremmling
Office Field Manager, the Colorado State Forest Service Granby District Forester; Jeff Jahnke, the State Forester of
Colorado; the Colorade Division of Wildlife Hot Sulphur Springs Area Wildlife Manager; the Town of Fraser Board of
Trustees; the Mayor of the Town of Fraser; the Town of Granby Board of Trustees; the Mayor of the Town of Winter
Park; and the Executive Director of the Middle Park Land Trustees.
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Colorado State University
Snow Mountain Ranch Conservation Easements (202 Project)

The U.S. Forest Service has awarded grants totaling $2.5 million for the Snow Mountain Ranch easements to the
Colorado State Forest Service under the federal Forest Legacy Program. According to CSU, another $2.5 million is
anticipated to be awarded in FY 2009-10 under the federal Forest Legacy Program for the easements. These
grants, along with a 25 percent match of $1.0 million from Great Outdoors Colorado (GOCQ), as awarded to the
Conservation Fund, will pay for the conservation easements. The property owners will also donate $3.7 million in
easement value. CSU anticipates completing the acquisition by June 2011.

1. Will there be public access to the easements for hunting, fishing, and/or wildlife viewing?

No right of access by the general public to any portion of the Property is conveyed by the Easement. However, the
conservation easement property is afready accessible, physically and legally, from County Road 53 which traverses
the entire Snow Mountain Ranch. Visitors do not have to be members or guests of the YMCA to access the Snow
Mountain Ranch, and the conservation easement allows for continued accessibility to an extensive network of trafls
on Snow Mountain Ranch for hiking, world-class cross-country skiing, snowshoeing, horseback riding and biking.
The public also crosses Snow Mountain Ranch on County Road 53 to access the adjacent national forest lands for
hunting, camping and other recreational activities.

2. Does the property owner currently maintain any structures on the parcels?
Yes. A 220,000 gallon underground water storage tank and a small pump hotise nearby.

3. Will the YMCA of the Rockies be abie to build additional structures if needed in the future at Snow Mountain
Ranch?

Yes. YMCA of the Rockies may build “small recreational structures” such as small primitive camp sites and picnic
shelters and “temporary/moveable structures” such as tent platforms and yurts. YMCA of the Rockies must
construct or place these structures in a manner which does not adversely impact the conservation values of the
property. No other structures, permanent or temporary, shall be constructed on the property conveyed in the
Conservation Easement. Note that the substantial existing foofprint of lodging and guest service structures is
excluded from the area fo be encumbered by the conservation easement, and it is the YMCA's intent to conicentrate
future development on the portion of the property that is excluded from the conservation easement.

4. How are these parcels used by the Snow Mountain Ranch guests and staff?

The Property will continue to be available for use by guests of Snow Mountain Ranch and the general public for
passive recreational uses such as hiking, horseback riding, snow-shoeing, cross-country skiing, and picnicking. No
motorized recreational activities are allowed. Existing roads may be used by guests for automobile touring and
scenic/wildlife viewing. The YMCA of the Rockies is a flagship organization within the nation’s 20 miffion-member
YMCA movement. Snow Mountain Ranch’s unique setting in the Rocky Mountains affows the YMCA to serve some
4,500 children and their families annually with their outdoor education programs.

5. How will operating and maintenance expenses be paid for future Colorado State Forest Service monitoring
activities?

The easements wilf be monitored in conjunction with other CSFS forest administration activitios. The USFS awards
funds to CSFS for such purposes. The additional cost for the Forest Legacy Program monitoring will be minimal
and there is very little risk to CSFS that it wilf be required to find other sources of funds to monitor the easements.
Should that occur, CSFS is prepared to support the administrative costs through non-state funds. in addition, CSFS
has established an endowment with the CSU Foundation for the purpose of providing a source of funds for
monitoring easements.
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Attachment B

APPENDIX C — Support Letters

Dan Glons scncnc Chamber

SexsrE DOtCT 18 Siaie of Colorado TRAEAONIATON COMATTEE
STATE CaPVEOL, BULGING, HOOM 132 Denver e

200 & G Fak AVENZE AGTRLATURE, & Ninms,
DEKVER, i oRADD EONY RESCUREES COMWTIER
GRAITOL 102868237 $MEER
FAKL 03485 484

ol 40 GIbb MunM et .CO LS

Jamuey 7. 2000

. Joe Duda

Forasl Legacy Program Menager
CSU-Cotranp Stata Forest

080 Cacnpas Delvery

fi Colins, GO BU523-3060

Ré: Saow Mountoin Ranch. Grand Cownty, Cokorado
Dear Joo

Plaase pecent sus letter of suppor for your agency's effors, working with the YMCA of the Rockiss and The
Conservation Fund, tn conserys, 2 800 acres of foresiad back-couniry on the Snow Wountain fanch through the
ForesiLegasy Progrem  This i an opponunity 1 protect ane of Calorads's most natable properties in an area
thatis theeaiened by ropid development

‘Tho Forest Legacy program s'orucl 1o &nanlmg prvate fandowness, ssch as the YMCA 01 the Rociies, o
wttively respondt (0 the Chatznges Broughi on by the Mountain Pme Beste epemc  Throughout deeades of
oenersnp, e YMCA has pratticed (efpoasinls and colisbarative forert management on the Sopw Mountala
Raach Mo recently, they have meneled “test practices” for managing Colorada's beetio-damagod forests and
estabiishing the fext genaraton of heathy forest:

The proposed perpetus] Faiest Legary conservation sezemant on Snow Mountain Ranch wil establish a 2.800-
iere butfer along B milss and thousands of agred-¢! tha Ampstiop Navonal Forest  Preventing réfidontal
davdleprbm sloeg iy lorest bonndary 1s 3 Major step want mitignung the thres! and cost of wialings 1 this
sren, and loward promoiing sound forast managemant on a landscape state The sasement will also protedt e
uppur walarshod of Pole Creek, which providss senke water rights for the Town of Granhy, and supplies water for

the YMCA's own faciiies on Saow Mountsin Renth

Sevow Mountaln Ranch pravides widife movement corridors, and winter range and wikiile resting arvas lor etk
gnd e desr, black bear, moosa, and mounisin bon as well As habdat for the Canada Yy, @ spenes of Skale
&nd federsl concemn, The gasemand aliows for continued accessiblity o ovar 50 rues of exisling trails on Snow
Mountain Ranch: for niking, cross-county skiing, spowy shoving, horseback ading ang biking, and enhances e
YMECA'S phdhly 1o continue its valuable SUISROr educational programs fof youth.

1 applaud your 8gency’s NLErES: In proeceny thne furmsts wnd ather nagiral resources on Show Mounlam Ranch
with 3 conservaton sasarment through the Forest Lemacy pragrarm, keeping Srcnw Mountsin Repen intact as a
reimat for famnilies, end evailable i outdoor educiin gad recreaton

Yy yours, .

Ean Gitns
State Senalor
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doint Bwdpet Comrumifier

Seie Reproacatnitve

AL WHITE

F'O. B 1&27

Hapder, 00 1519
Cednom-135-2417

Cupital 1066245

Fe J3-464-2200

Bmadt: sl whits hoss@pizes

COLCORADO

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
BTATE CAMITOL
TEMVER
89203

Masch 10, 2605

Board of Ditecton

Greet Outdoors Calorado Trust Fund
1500 Broadway, Suils 1650

Danver, CO 86303

Re: Saow Moumtsin Ranch, Grand County, Colomdy
Dear Membera of the Boaed:
e YMCA of the Rockies® Snow Mountain Ranch is one of Colorado's most popular and well-loved

- destiiations. That is why 1 enthasiastieally support The Conservation Fund's application to GOCO for
“Tuhding o purchnse a conservacion sasement on the Sacw Movntain Rapsly, _

<

Snow. Mountain Raizh distinguishes the YMCA of the Rockies from ail other YMCAS in the eountry by
its madextie Rocky Mountain sening where youth, familiss, und vonference groups nre connboied with
asnife, Snow Mountain Rench attrects thousaads of visitors esch year, making Ut an imporiait sconomic
and edueational resource for the sununding communities of Granby, Winter, Park snd Fraser, and the
State of Coforads, The propesed easement will ulkow the gublic © continue 49 snjoy hiking, eross-
covniry skfing, horssheck riding and biking on Saow Mounbdn Ranch's oxtensive natwerk of weils. The
property cofimijis the upper Pole Creek watershed, 28 well as migration cosridors and important habite for
wilidlife, which wiil also be protected, ’

Is sesponss to dmmage from the Moiintain Pine Beetle, the VRICA of the Rockies has removed dead trosy

o protect waler sbumes and recreational s, and HIERTSE Hew ok e Rra :
healthy fersxt on Snow Modntsln Ranch. Th propused sonservation vasement onibles thess favorsbie
nensgenent practices 1o continue, thus maintaining the healih of the Pole Creek walsrshed and

mitigating the threat of wildfires,

! epplund the YMCA of the Rockies® commimment 10 prasecting the astural regtrees on Snow Mountain
Rench and wrge your faverable consideration of this project for funding.

Sincerely, |

Horuss District 57

|
|
|

|
|
|

it



Gnited Sintes Forest Sulphur % Teq Mile Drive
Department of Serviee Runger Bistric) £.0. Boy 10

U_SD agricotture Granby, C0O B0444
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Web:
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e UL 19

Mz, Joseph A, Dudds

Coloredo Foresiry Lepacy Program
Coforsdo Sute Forcst Service
S060 Campus Delivery

Fort Collins, 00 30823-5060

Dear Mr. Duda,

m writing insuppoit of The Conservation Fand's applicution for Forest Legacy funds {0 aoguite o
conservation easement o approximately 2.950 aeres of the Spow Mouninin Ranch in Grend County.
Colorade, owned by the YMCA of the Rockics. This is an apportunny in prmoteet the foresied tsnds at
tigher elevation on the Snow Mountain Ranch. along with the Ten Mile Creek and Pale Creek corrivors

The YMCA of the Rockies has worked extensively with the US. Forest Service 10 actively
manage their forested lands. AL peeseryt, this includes widressing the devistation coused by the Moungain
Pine Beetle thronghout Grand County. The YMCA s praciicing sound foresy mangyement 1o reduce the
hizard of wildfires and protect the quality of the Teo Mile Creek and Pole Creck water supplies. Fhrough
the remaval of beette-killed wees. and substantial reseeding effons. they ure renewing healthy forests on
their property for future generations.

The proposed conservalion ehsement borders the Arapaho National Farest for several miles on the
west and south. Large, forested properties such as this are increasingly being carved up into 35.a¢re
honne sites. The chanee to avoid fragmcmaam of the Snaw Mountain Runch’s primitive, foresipd
property is greally beneficial to the adiBining national forest. The public 8AIns access W these narional
fores) lands by crossing the YMOA's property,  From 4 thanagomment posspective, it 15 far prefemble o
cross 2 single propenty than that of dozers of Individual homeowriers ance the proparty is subdivided.

| cammend the YMCA's desire to preserve the farests, wildlife habitat, ond riparan arcas on thesr
propesty through this coaservation ensernent proposal. Their conservation athile dnd diligent land
stewardship are hallmarks of 2 lang teadition of environmaontal education and outdoor recremion programs
for youne and old on the Snow Mountain Ranch

1 utge your frvorsble censitderation of'this proposat for the Forest Legacy program.

Stncej;aij-.

i .
i Wi
CRAIG A MAGW!

Bistriet Ranger

@ {aring for the Land snd Serviag Prople Pririag g Pacyons $roe G
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United States Department of the Interior

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT
Kremmling Field Offies
P.0. Box 65 - IIﬂgOB. Park Ave
i 80455
tmﬂcmm

in fteply Refer Tor 2 4 2087
inmc 1353 JuL 34 208
Christine Quinlan
Tha Conservation Fund
1942 Broadway, Suite 323

Boulder, CO 203032
Dear Ms, Quinlan;

1 am plnased to subrmit this letier in suppory of The Conaervation Fund’s Forest Lagacy grant
appHication submitted by the Snow Mountain Ranch, owned by the YMCA of the Rockies, and
locited in Ginnd County, Colosade. The proposed conservirion casement ot approximudly
2,350 aores of the Snow Mountain Ranch is-2-wonderfa] opportunity 1o protect o lerge,
undeveloped tract of private foresied property adjscent to public iande ndminisiered by the
Bureay of Land Management (BLM), and tands in the Nutiona! Forest Syster. Tnclugion of the

ripatiin habiiat on Ten Mile Creck and Pole Creck is also highly béncficial

The YMCA’s costinuod sound menisgement and stewardship of its primitive, forested lands is of
utmost imporanes to the landscape-scale mapagement of private, BLM and Forest Service lands
in the area. The proposed conséivation cascment wiil avoid fmgmentation o the Snow
Mountain Ranch, and help reduce the threat of wildfires, protect imporast wildlife habitat, and
meiniein the quality of weter supplies from the Pole Creek witershed, Preserving e scenic
qualities of the Srow Mountain Ranch, which is highly visible from thé adjoining BLM land, is
also importany,

The YMCA has n cich tradition of providing mvironmcnmi-_edunaﬁm 10 youth groups on the
Snow Mountain Ranch. The proposed conservation easament project helps cusure that these
progrumns e available in this umique natural seiting for gencrations 1o come.
Sincerely,
W
David Stout
Field Manager
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July 3], 2007

Mz Joseph A, Duds

Colorado Forest Legacy Program
Colorada Stata Forsst Service
5060 Campuos Delivery

Fort Catlins, CO £0323-5050

Pear Joo:

Plesse socept this endorsemant of the spplicition for Forent Leagsey funding for the Snow
Mourtain Rusch in Gmod Counly, Colotsto, owtied by the YMCA of the Rockies. [am
!hmiﬁwmﬂuhhpropw mﬂmﬂMMMnumeaMmamWn
ERseiteE on spproxinisicly 2,950 veres comprised of thelr back-oounty and the Ten Mile Creek
mmmmm “The majority of the proposed comrviiion canerient krea is forested

innd; making it a good fit for the Farest Legaoy progriém.

Wmm%h%uf&mmmwmrmmou
the Spow Mouatsin Rench, woiking cooperatively with the Colerado Stus Forest Service and
athers. Thelr sound forest rianapenient practioes hmve been ciftical to mainiaining the health of
e Pole Creck watershod, mitighting again: the threat of wildfires, and diinking abead to the
pext genceation of heaithy forest on the property.

wwmc@qmmmmwnmmmea
the Mountain Pine Bretle. The YMCA by done 85 much of roors than aoy oiber private
hnﬁwmmmpmd;cﬂmdxmmgn. ‘They bave temoved hundreds of bects-kifled trecato
protzct wales sources and recreationa] traily, and have planted over 900,000 seodlings to
regenerics tin forest. with a-gmater diversity of species. When & wildfire broke out an the Snow
Mingtaln Ranch ia Junc, the blsze was quickly contained, dus in Jarge pert to their attenting w
crenting defensible space mound gusst service facilities.

The oppostenity to eliminate subdivisinn and development on 2,950 sores of the Snow
mmmammmhmﬁmwummdwmmmmmmum
the property and its creck corridors. 1 epplaud the YMCA's cotmitment to molutaining the
bealth of the forcats and patamd rescurces on their property, and urge your strong considerstion
of their epplicstion.

Stoocerely yours,

Lo Comnr)

Kon Cousinesu
District Farester
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FOR
SERVICE
Colorusn S Unsvenaty
300 Cronpns Deliveny
Fon Cotties, Colotedn #0513-5040
(T4
FAX: (370} 4857716
Board of Directors
Great Outdoors Colurado Trust Fund March 10, 2008
1600 Broadway, Sujw 1650
Denver, CO 80202
Dear GOCO Board Memsbers:

Pledse nocept this fezer of suppon for The Conservation Fund's applicstion w Grest Qutdoors Calorado for
funding to establish 2 conservarion easement on Snow Mouritain Ranch i Grand County, Colorado. My agency
is familiar with this property, which is owned by the YMCA of the Rockiss, and we wene pleasad 1o Jearn of
their intareat in 3 conservation cascment on approximately 2,950 ncres of forested back cauntry, es well as the
Pale Croek vorfigor and its tributary.

In October 2007, the Colorade State Forest Service (CSFS) designated Snow Mouatain Raneh as i highest
priasity in Colomado for funding from the Farest Legacy Program in Tiscal vear 2005, The USDA Forest Service
Forest Lagacy Program provides funds 10 putchrse parmanent conservation casements on private forestlands to
prevent those bands from being canvarted to non-forest uses. The Forest Legacy Program Eives privrity o
properties such as Snow Mountnin Ranch beeause they coutain important forest, seeriic, reersation, snd waser
ruspurees, ns wel as fish and wildlife habRat and other ecological valees that suppor contnued traditional
foress uses.

Throughout its ewnership, the YMCA of the Rockies fas actively munaged forssts on Snow Mountio Runch,
working codperatively with the CSFS ond dtbers. Their sound forest management has been eritics! 1o
maintaining the bealth of the Pole Creak witershed, mitigming wilifire threars, and 1hinking shead 10 the next
gengrntion of healthy forcsts. Prohibiting development will aliow thess favorable forest management prectices 1o
caniinue on 1he pripesty.

Forests throughout Grand Counly have been devastated by an unprecedented epidemic of the moumsie pine
beetle. Tha YMCA has done murh io respond to this chalienge; they have remioved heerlokilled trees to protect

water sources and recreations) trails, planted mare than 700 seodlings 1o regeneraiz the Tarest with » greates
diversity of species. andd hosted federal, state and local Toresters 1o domaonstrare mitigation practices,

! applzud the commitinent that the YMCA of the Rockies has demanstrated in maintaining the health of the
forests and netural msaurces on Snow hMenntsin Ranch through the propesed conservation caserent, and 1 urge
your stzong cansideration of their apphication, If awarded, GOCO fungs will heip leveraps substantial fdsrni
funds for the Snow Mountain Raach praject through the Forest Legacy Program. ‘

Sincercly yours,

g Wl

\{}Jeﬂ' 3, Jahnke

State Forester end Direotor

ce: Chaistine Quinlan, ‘The Conservation Fund

15



STATE OF COLORADG

B Riztor. Jr, Goverros
DEPARTMENT GF NATURAL RESOURCES
DIVISION OF WILDLIFE
thmmm

Mork. B Korrshy, Adting Directer

m. Coloraxdo BOI6

Teisphera: (X0) m7-1102

Wkl it oo g

Hert Buigur Sorrgs Aros Oficos
B seahia
::M_ Rowd 902

Augnst 16, 2007

Mz, Josoph A. Decia

Colorado Forestry Lagacy Program
Colormio State Fovest Servics
5060 Cimpirg

Font Collins, CO 805733060

Dz Mr. Dudz

WsmomemeafnM&Wmmﬁnm@hmwmﬁ,m@ An inerearing
fmount of priv my%l@x%unﬂmmm&mmmmlm A
nﬁwdwaicmmﬁmﬁgm Mmhﬁpbmwwnwgdhmdw.mmmm

asss, TheCOOW rpplouds the YMCA fn prrmiing the protection of wildlit habitat, mvwemment corriduss, e
ripariin &reas with thiv application '

Lyle H Sidenr
Area WML Mangeer

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURDES. Hars Sharmpn, Execunee Denclor
mmﬁaﬁm@-g&g%-mm.nmh,m
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Juiy 19, 2007
Mr_Jaseph A, Drada
Colorzdo Forest Legacy Program
Colgrade State Forest Service
5060 Cumnpus Delivery
Fort Colling, CO 80523-508¢
"Rer  Snow Mountnin Rench, Grand Caunty, Colorsdo
Dear Mr. Duda:

1am vriting on behalf of the Town of Fraser Board of Trustces regarding the praposed
Cobscrvation Ensements st Snow Mountain Ranch,

The Towa Board supporis opens space protection in Grand County znd spplauds the
Snow Mountain Raneh inftistives 10 protect open space.

Feel frec to contect me should you need say additional information.

Town of Frascr
PO Boa 376, Fenger, CO §O42  niTics $70-725-319F  bxa D70-726-5518
wwwe fhsereslommip com
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Morchlzm

Board of Directors

Great Outdoors Colorado Trust Fund
1600 Brotdway, Suite 1450

Denver, CO 80202

Re: Snow Mountaln Raneh, Grang County, Colorado
Dear Momben of the oar:

The YMCA of the Rockies has dctively managed thek forested kinds
for many years, working closely with the Celorado Stote Fadast Sendcs and
"he Unifad States Forest Service. The YMCA's otféntion 1o farest
memagament had been crfical to mainidining ihe health of the Pole
Creek wotershed, and mifigoting the threat of widifires,

The aisa surounding Snow Mountain Ronch i exaiencing
Signicant development. Mony of the traditional minches have been sold

Snow Mouniain Ranch isa urikqua ploce senving fomiles anal Qroups
yaar-round. Not only does Snow Mouniadn Ronih conhibute fo the loca -
ecanomy. s programs connect apg feconnect children ond thelr parents
with the wonders ond insprrafions of the naturcf wodd, The public access
1o the property under consenvation easement would be significant,

Yonwwr of P &
PR B 3T F enagr v RABEY  aqlbiy 90T T Uy HLTIN S
: R W ELTTRT ' 2 B
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Sincansly.

i o
e “‘{"3: KL ANN "‘"“"“&“'
Fron Cdba;..Mczyo:
Town of Fraser

Cor Mark Holot
YMUCA of the Rockies
2515 Tunnel Rood
Estes Park, CO 80511

PU B 33 e, () 30847 offieye YT MR8

Tomen of i

MRS T v ewt dens s gy

foe ALY HGLSE TS
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TOWN OF GRANBY e Ermtrann

Zoro & Jagpor Stroots Granby, Colorade BRS4G-0840 PO Bex 440

June 233007

Mr Tom Macy, Wesiern Regionat Director
Fhe Conservation Fund

1942 Broedway. Suite 323

Boulder, £0 0302

Dear Director Maey,

Thiy lener is wriiten I supeust of the CITonis by the Sinme Mowraain Runwh?YMCA of the
Rockies to tavorpurme n significant portion of their Jamis in Grand County, neur 1he Tawn af
Crrnby, in a conservution easement.

The YMCA of the Rockies is » valued and impariaal membernf nur communiny. providing
programs. year.urousd traits access 10 beausiful mounwin snvironments. and freguently hosting
public events that henefit Iocal organizations end visitars afike. 1'my e you're awane of the
problems with the meuntaie pine beetle infestation. and iI's fmprortant 10 point out that the
YMCA, both prior 1o the infestations and during this cpidemic haf taken an aygressive and
responsible stance towerd forest manggement. ['m quite surz thar $new Mpumain Ranch will he
excelient stewards of the praposed CONSETVANON casenmen.

With the ever incressing pressures of development in castern Grand County. the proposed
conservatiun ensemen will protect forested uplands and high volue wetlands, | would snticipate
that the banefity to wildiife, beah i terms of habitat protection and presenation of migration
corgdors. wii be significans., ’

The Town of Granby is very happy 1n support this offon by the " MCA of the Ruckies. we
can be-ofany further sssistance i this efon. please fot us kmow,

i bl e e B 3l Tawsives.

Siacerely:

Bubward ~Ted” Wang
Mayor
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June 8, 2007

Mr. Thomas T, Macy
Western Regional Director
The Conservation Fund
1842 Broadway, Suite 323
Boulder, CO 80302

Dear Mr. Macy:

We ara writing you in support of the YMCA of the Rockies' nmject at Srow Mountain
Ranch to place as much as 3,000 acres of thelr property under a conservation

easement. We understand that you will be working with the Colorado State Forest
Service, the United States Forest Service, the Nationa! Forest Legacy Program, and
Great Outdoore Colerado, as well as invalving our Jocal land trust, the Middie Park Land
Trust, on ihis praject, '

The YMCA of the Rockies Is fortunate to have prisiine property with an abundance of
natural resources, including forest, wildlife habitat and wettands. Having a lerge’
population of this property (2,750-3,000 acres) protected through a conservation
easemant would benefit the chizens of Grand County. This easement would restrict
development on the property, much of which borders the National Forest, while allowing
the continued recreational and educational use of the fand

We suppon this projest and wish you much success In bringing it to reality,
Sincerely,
TOWN OF WINTER PARK
'
'\/ an—
i T

Hf-aroid N, Tévdrbaugh
Mayor

Gz Julie Watkins, YMCA Snow Mountain Ranch ) )
Town of Winter Park

grore bmae JBE2T

iR fhath, o nduneshs MR
plpan ST T ORI

s ¥TEL T202REH

teen wepterpaut e
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April 13, 2007
Mr. Thomas T. Macy
Western Regional Director
The Conservation Pund
1942 Broadway, Suite 323
Boulder, CO 80302

Dear Mr. Macy,
The purpose of this letter is to express the suppart of the Middle Park Land Trust for the

¥MCA of the Rockies to place a substantial partion of their Snow Mountain Ranch praperty
under canservation easetrient with The Conservation Fund. The mission of the Middle Park

Land Trust is to preserve Grand County's scenery, agriculture, water, wildlife, and biodiversity for

today and the future, and the completion of this project would support many of these core vatues.

The YMCA's Snow Mounisin Ranch property possesses scenery, water, wildlife and biodiversity
values tHat are impestant to the character and ecological health of Grand County, Because this
property borders lasfie tracts of National Forost as well as ayeas of private property and US Highway
10 frontege, it is hihly visible to citlzens and visitors of Grand County. In adcition, Snow Mountain
Ranch provides habitat for » range of wildlife spacies and other forms of biodiversity. Its size and
location next te public open space provide continuity of habitat for these species. Another key
exological feature that exists on the Snow Mourntain property is the Pole Crék Valley Wetlands.

Therefore, the Middle Park Land Trust recommends that The Conservation Fund works to preserve
significant portions of the Snow Mountain Ranch property because il fs such an ecologically and
sesthetically valuable place. A conservation easement would ensure that the hand continues to be
used inv & sustainable manner, and would safeguard views for National Forest users; adjacent
property owners, passers-by on the highway corridor, a8 well as members of the YMCA who are
visiling the praperty itself, Undisturbed views are important to the urique character of Grand
Chunty, and this pridect wonld help ensure that this legacy stays alive, The Middle Park Land Trust
alsa recognizes the ecological importance of wettands and large tracts of opan space to the averall
heatth of our local ecosystem, and we see the preservation of a portion of the Pole Creek watershed
and ather parts of Snow Mountain Ranch as an imporiant step in preserving this health,

We wish vou success in the completion of this worthy project.

Sinci!'ﬂ?i}'; / )
Bil rlin'
Executive Director

orz Mark Holdt, YMCA of the Rockies
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