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Health Care Task Force

SHORT TITLE: "Home Health Care"

A BILL FOR AN ACT
101 CONCERNING HOME HEALTH CARE THROUGH TELEMEDICINE
102 PURSUANT TO THE "COLORADO MEDICAL ASSISTANCE ACT".

Bill Summary

(Note: This summary applies to this bill as introduced and does
not necessarily reflect any amendments that may be subsequently
adopted.)

Health Care Task Force. This bill makes telemedicine eligible
forreimbursement under the state's medical assistance program (program)
in order to comply with direction from the federal centers for medicare
and medicaid services.

Eliminates incorrect references to the way reimbursement
payments are made under the program.

Deletes the requirement that reimbursement rates from
telemedicine be budget neutral or result in cost savings to the program,.

Capital letiers indicate new material to be added to existing statute.
Dashes tiirough the words indicate deletions from existing statute.
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Requires that any cost savings identified be considered for use in paying
for home health care or home- and community-based services instead of
requiring the savings be applied to payment for the services.

Deletes the requirement that the state medical services board
consider reductions in travel costs by home health care or home- and
community-based service providers and other factors when setting
reimbursement rates for services.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Colorado:
SECTION 1. 25.5-5-321 (1), (2), and (3), Colorado Revised
Statutes, are amended to read:

25.5-5-321. Telemegdicine - home health care - rules. (1) Onor

after Fammary 2008 personrcontact e tweema o heathcare o=
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(1}, AS AMENDED, AT-HOME TELEMEDICINE SHALL BE ELIGIBLE FOR
REIMBURSEMENT UNDER THE STATE'S MEDICAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM.
The services delivered through telemedicine shall be subject to
reimbursement policies promulgated by rule of the state board after
consultation with home health care and home- and community-based
services providers. This section also applies to managed care
organizations that contract with the state department pursuant to the
statewide managed care system, but only to the extent that:

(a) Home health care or home- and community-based services

delivered through telemedicine are covered by and reimbursed under the
medicaid perdremrpayment program; and
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(b) Managed care contracts with managed care organizations are
amended to add coverage of home health care or home- and

comiunity-based services delivered through telemedicine. amd—amy

approprate per dienrrateadjustorentsare mcoTporated:

{2) (a) The reimbursement rate for home health care or home- and
community-based services delivered through telemedicine that are
otherwise eligible for reimbursement under the medical assistance
program shall be set by rule of the state board and shall be:

(D) In the form of a flat fee permromth in one or more levels,

depending on acuity. amrd

(1) Budget-neutratorresuttin-costsavings totheprogram-

(b) Any cost savings identified pursuant to this section shall be
made—avartabte CONSIDERED for use in paying for home- and
community-based services under part 6 of this article, community-based

long-term care, and home health services.
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factorsasthestatedepartmrent deemsrefevant: Reimbursement shall not

be provided for purchase or lease of telemedicine equipment.

SECTION 2, Safety"clause. The general assembly hereby finds,

determines, and declares that this act is necessary for the immediate

preservation of the public peace, health, and safety. <{4sk committee}>
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