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C.RS. 18-1.9-104 (2015)

| :
18-1.9-104. Task force concerning treatiment of persons with mental illness in the criminal and juvenile justice systems -
creation - membership - duties

(1) Creation. (a} There is hereby created a task force concerning treatment of persons with mental illness in the
eriminal and juvenile justice systems in Colorado. The task force shall consist of thirty-two members appointed as pro-
vided in paragraphs (b) and (¢) of this subsection (1).

) Tlhe chief justice of the Colorado supreme court shall appoint four members who represent the judicial depart—
ment, two of whom shall represent the division of probation within the department, one of whom shall have experience
handling _]uvemle justice matters within the department, and one of whom shall have experience handling adult criminal
justice matters within the department.

(©) The chair and vice-chair of the committee shalI appoint twenty-eight members as follows:
) One member who represents the division of criminal justice within the department of public safety;

an Two members who represent the department of corrections, one of whom represents the division of parole
within the department;

(1) 'I\vo members who represent local law enforcement agencies, one of whom shall be in active service and the
other one of whom shall have experience dealing with juveniles in the juvenile justice system;

(IV) 'FIVG members who represent the department of human services, as follows:

(A) One member who represents the unit within the department of human services that is responsible for mental
health and drug and alcohol abuse services;

(B) One member who represents the division of youth corrections;

(C) One member who represents the unit within the department of human services that is responsible for child wel-
fare servilces;

{D) (beleted by amendment, L. 2009, p. 140, § 3, effective August 5, 20609.)
(E) One member who represents the Colorado mental health institute at Pueblo; and

(F) One member who represents the mental health planning and advisory committee within the department of hu-
man services;

(V) Cne member who represents the interests of county departments of social services;
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{VI) One member who represents the department of education;
{VII) One member who represents the state attorney general's office;
(VIII) One member who represents the district attorneys within the state;

(IX) Two members who represent the criminal defense bar within the state, one of whom shall have experience
representing juveniles in the juvenile justice system;

(X) Two members who are licensed mental health professionals practicing within the state, one of whom shall have
experience treating juveniles; ’

(XI) One member who represents community mental health centers within the state;

(XII} One member who is a person with knowledge of public benefits and public housing within the state;
(XIII) One member who is a practicing forensic professional within the state;

{(XIV) Three members of the public as follows:

(A) One member who has mental illness and has been involved in the criminal justice system in this state;

{B) One member who has an adult family member who has mental illness and has been involved in the criminal
Justice system in this state; and

(C) One member who is the parent of a child who has mental illness and has been involved in the juvenile justice
system in this state;

(XV) One member who represents the department of health care policy and financing;
(XVI) One member who represents-the department of Jabor and employment;

(XVII) One member who represents the office of the child's representative; and
(XVIII) One member who represents the office of the alternate defense counsel.

(d) A vacancy occurring in a position filled by the chief justice of the Colorade supreme court pursuant to para-
graph (b) of this subsection (1) shall be filled as soon as possible by the chief justice of the Colorado supreme court in
accordance with the limitations specified in paragraph (b) of this subsection (1). In addition, the chief justice of the
Colorado supreme court may remove and replace any appointment to the task force made pursnant to paragraph (b) of
this subsection {1). )

(&) A vacancy occurring in a position filled by the chair and vice-chair of the commnittee pursuant to paragraph (c)
of this subsection (1) shall be filled as soon as possible by the chair and vice-chair of the committee in accordance with
the limitations specified in paragraph (c) of this subsection (1). In addition, the chair and vice-chair of the committee
may remove and replace any appointment to the task force made pursuant to paragraph {(c) of this subsection (1).

(f) In making appointments to the task force, the appointing authorities shall ensure that the membership of the task
force reflects the ethnic, cultural, and gender diversity of the state and includes representation of all areas of the state.

(2) Issues for study. The task force shall examine the identification, diagnosis, and treatment of persons with mental
illness who are involved in the state criminal and juvenile justice systems, including an examination of liability, safety,
and cost as they relate to these issues. The task force shall specifically consider, but need not be limited to, the foliow-
ing issues: -

{2) On or before July 1, 2005:

(I) The diagnosis, treatment, and housing of juveniles with mental illness who are involved in the criminal justice
system or the juvenile justice system; and

(II) The adoption of a common framework for effectively addressing the mental health issues, including competen-
cy and co-occurring disorders, of juveniles who are involved in the criminal justice system or the juvenile justice sys-
tem;

(b) On or before July 1, 2006:
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(I) The prosecution of and sentencing alternatives for persons with mental illness that may involve treatment and
ongoing supervision;

(II) The civil commitment of persons with mental illness who have been criminally convicted, found not guilty by ’
reason of insanity; or found to be incompetent to stand trial; and

(IIT) The development of a plan to most effectively and collaboratively serve the population of juveniles involved in
the criminal justice system or the juvenile justice system;

(b.S)I Repealed.
(c) On or before July 1, 2007:

)] Tre diagnosts, treatment, and housing of adults with mental illness who are involved in the criminal justice sys-
tem

{an 'i"he ongoing treatment, housing, and supervision, especially with regard to medication, of adults and juveniles
who are mvolved in the criminal and juvenile justice systems and who are incarcerated or housed within the community
and the avallablhty of public benefits for such persons;

(II) The ongoing assistance and supervision, especially with regard to medication, of persons with mental illness
after discharge from sentence; and

(IV) The identification of alternative entities to exercise jurisdiction regarding release for persons found not guilty
by reason of insanity, such as the development and use of a psychiatric security review board, including recommenda-
tions related to the indeterminate nature of the commitment imposed;

()] On or before July 1, 2008, the identification, diagnosis, and treatment of minority persons with mental iliness,
women w1th mental illness, and persons with co-occurring disorders, in the criminal and juvenile justice systems;

(e) Oln or before July 1, 2009:

(I) The early identification, diagnosis, and treatment of adults and juveniles with mental illness who are involved in
the criminal and juvenile justice systems;

(II) The modification of the criminal and juvenile justice systems to most effectively serve adults and juveniles with
mental illness who are involved in these systems;

(I ’I'he implementation of appropriate diagnostic tools to identify persons in the criminal and juvenile justice sys-
tems with mental illness; and

{vy ;Any other issues concerning persons with mental iliness who are involved in the state criminal and juvenile
justice systems that arise during the course of the task force study;

(f) Beginning July 1, 2011, through July 1, 2014:

(I) The diagnosis, treatment, and housing of persons with mental illness or co-occurring disorders who are convict-
ed of crimes, or incarcerated or who plead guilty, nolo contendere, or not guilty by reason of insanity or who are found
to be incompetent to stand trial;

(L) The diagnosis, treatment, and housing of juveniles with mental illness or co-occurring disorders who are adju-
dicated, detained, or committed for offenses that would constitute crimes if committed by adults or who plead guilty,
nolo contendere, or not guilty by reason of insanity or who are found to be incompetent to stand trial;

(1iI) The ongoing treatment, housing, and supervision, especially with regard to medication, of adults and juveniles
who are involved in the criminal and juvenile justice systems and who are incarcerated or housed within the community
and the availability of public benefits for these persons; and

(Iv) The safety of the staff who treat or supervise persons with mental illness and the use of force against persons
with mental illness;

(g) On or after Juty 1, 2014:
(D) Housing for a person with mental illness after his or her release from the criminal or juvenile justice system;

(II) Medication consistency, delivery, and availability;
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(IID) Best practices for suicide prevention, within and outside of correctional facilities;
(IV) Treatment of co-occurring disorders;

(V) Awareness of and training for enhanced staff safety, including expanding training opportunities for providers;
and

(VD) Enhanced data collection related to issues affécting persons with mental illness in the criminal and juvenile
justice systems.

(3) Additional duties of the task force. The task force shall provide guidance and make findings and recommenda-
tions to the committee for its development of reports and Jegislative recommendations for modification of the criminal
and juvenile justice systems, with respect to persons with menta] illness who are involved in these systems. In addition,
the task force shall:

(a) On or before August 1, 2004, and by each August 1 thereafter, select a chair and a vice-chair from among its
members;

(b) Meet at least six times each year, or more often as directed by the chair of the committee;

(c) Communicate with and obtain input from groups throughout the state affected by the issues identified in subsec-
tion (2) of this section;

(d) Create subcommittees as needed to carry out the duties of the task force. The subcommittees may consist, in
part, of persons who are not members of the task force. Such persons may vote on issues before the subcommittee but
shall not be entitled to a vote at meetings of the task force.

() Submit a report to the committee by October 1, 2004, and by each October 1 thereafter, that, at a minimum,
specifies:

(D) Issues to be studied in upcoming task force meetings and a prioritization of those issues;
(II) Findings and recommendations regarding issues of prior consideration by the task force;

(111} Legislative proposals of the task force that identify the policy issues involved, the agencies responsible for the
implementation of the changes, and the funding sources required for implementation.

(4) Flexibility. No requirement set forth in subsection (2) of this section shall prohibit the task force from studying,
presenting findings and recommendations on, or requesting permission to draft legislative proposals concerning any
issue described in subsection (2) of this section at any time during the existence of the task force.

(5) Compensation. Members of the task force shall serve without compensation. However, members of the task
force appointed pursuant to subparagraph (XIV) of paragraph (c) of subsection (1) of this section may receive reim-
bursement for actual and necessary expenses associated with their duties on the task force.

(6) Coordination. The task force may work with other task forces, committees, or organizations that are pursuing
policy initiatives similar to those addressed in subsection (2) of this section. The task force shall consider developing
relationships with other task forces, committees, and organizations to leverage efficient policy-making opportunities
through collaborative efforts.

HISTORY: Source: L. 2004: Entire article added, p. 1870, § 1, effective June 4.L. 2006: (2)(b.5) added, p. 528, § 1,
effective April 18.L. 2008: (1)(2) and IP(1){c) amended and (1)(c)(XV) added, p. 105, § 1, effective March 19.L. 2009:
(ME)AIVYA), (DEAVID), (1)(e)XV), (3), and (4) amended and (1)(e)(XVI), (2)(f), and (6) added, (HB 09-1021), ch.
33, pp. 140, 141, § § 3, 4, 5, effective August 5.L. 2010: IP2)(f), (3)(a), (3)(b), and IP(3)(e) amended, (SB 10-213), ch.
375, p. 1762, § 7, effective June 7.L. 2014: (1)(a), IP(1)(c), IP(1)(c)IV), (1)(c)(XV), IP(2)(a}, IP (2)(b), IP(Z)(c),
IP(2)(e), IP(2)(E), (3), and (5) amended and (1)(c)(XVII), (1)(c)XVIII), and (2)(g) added, (SB 14-021), ch. 348, p.
1563, § 3, effective July 1.

Editor's note: Subsection (2)(b.5)(IV) provided for the repeal of subsection (2)(b.5), effective December 30, 2006.
(See L. 2006, p. 528.) :
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