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MEMORANDUM

June 22, 2015

TO: Members of the Early Childhood and School Readiness
Legislative Commission

FROM: Rachel Kurtz-Phelan, Research Analyst, 303-866-3028
Lisa Gezelter, Research Analyst, 303-866-3264
Lauren Schreier, Fiscal Analyst, 303-866-3523

SUBJECT: Commission Overview and Charge

This memorandum provides the following information regarding the Early Childhood and
School Readiness Legistative Commission (ECSRLC):

«  background and membership of the commission;
+ the commission's statutory charge; and
+ ECSRLC proposed legislation from 2009 o 2014.

Background and Commission Membership

The Early Childhood and School Readiness Commission was created through the passage
of House Bill 09-1343 and operated during the 2009 and 2011 interim sessions. During this time,
the commission included ten legislative members and was required to meet at least six times per
year to study issues concerning early childhood and school readiness. The commission repealed
onJduly 1, 2012,

Puring the 2013 legislative session, the commission was re-created and the word
"Legislative” was added to its name. The commission's membership was reduced to six legislative
members with three members from each chamber representing the Education and the Health and
Human Services committees of the General Assembly. The commission does not have non-
legislative members.

The ECSRLC is chaired by a House member in even-numbered years and by a Senate
member in odd-numbered years. For the 2015 interim session, the commission's membership
includes: Senator Beth Martinez Humenik, Chair; Representative Brittany Pettersen, Vice-
chair; Senator Vicki Marble; Senator Michael Merrifield; Representative Jonathan Singer; and
Representative James Wilson. Staff support to the commission for the 2015 interim session is
provided by Legislative Council Staff.



Statutory Charge

Pursuant to state law, the ECSRLC must meet at least four times per year to study
issues concerning early childhood and school readiness. Topics to be studied include: heaith
care, mental health, parental involvement, family support, child care, and early learning. The
commission is required to solicit input from the public, especially from those who have expertise
in early childhood and school readiness issues. The commission is also required to meet with
the Early Childhood Leadership Commission, which is a group focused on improving outcomes
for young children ages birth to eight, to discuss policy concerning early childhood and school
readiness.

Statutory Authority

The commission is authorized to recommend legislation deemed necessary by
the ECSRLC. Legislation recommended by the ECSRLC is treated as interim committee
legislation for the purposes of legislative deadlines imposed by the General Assembly rules. The
commission is authorized to recommend up to five bills for Legislative Council approval. The
commission must report its recommendations to the Legislative Council by November 15,
2015.

In odd-numbered years, the Legislative Council must review interim committee
recommendations by November 15. Requests for bills to be drafted must be completed
by October 2, 2015, and the commission must vote by November 2, 2015, to determine which bill
drafts will be forwarded to the Legislative Council for approval.

Commission bills that are approved by the Legislative Council do not count against
a member's five-bill limit for the regular legislative session. Bills recommended by the
commission that are not approved by the Legislative Council may be introduced in the regular
session, but such bills will count against a member's five-bill limit. interim committee bills must
have prime sponsors prior to consideration by the Legislative Council.

ECSRLC Proposed Legisfation - 2009 to 2014

From the 2009 interim to the 2014 interim, the ECSRLC proposed 12 bills that
were approved by the Legislative Council. Of the 12 bills, 6 became law. Table 1
provides the ECSRLC legislation approved by the Legislative Council by year, a brief
summary of each bill, and each bill's disposition.
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