Attachment D

HB-1352 poses a danger to the public. If this bill passes, it will give the public the false
impression that Naturopathic Doctors (NDs) are capable of using these medications
appropriately.

1.) PLAYING PHYSICIAN

Colorado's recently registered NDs are on the road to pursuing medical privileges.
They appear less engaged in naturopathy than seeking to become physicians without
sufficient education and training. Indeed, the term "physician” frequently appears on
their websites, though present law prohibits its use. Colorado NDs' lack of education,
training, and appreciation for genuine science-based medicine makes them dangerous
practitioners. While they equate their schools with medical schools, and their training
and preparation as equivalent to that of medical doctors, that couldn't be further from
the truth.

When practitioners are unable to make valid diagnoses, the question of permitting
them to prescribe and administer even relatively benign medications should be off the
table.

2.) ALL ABOUT $$%:

Arelated goal is the acquisition of mandatory third-party reimbursements via PPACA's
"non-discrimination" provision. The Colorado Association of Naturopathic Doctors has
clearly stated this goal in their Summer 2010 newsletter:

"Naturopathic doctors in licensed states will not be a part of major insurance
offerings.... This provision opens the opportunity for miflions of Americans to access
quality primary care from licensed naturopathic doctors.”

But NDs will need to be "full service" in order to be considered part of a medical home.
3.) DANGEROUS, OUTDATED & CRUEL

NDs equate their national "boards" exam with medical boards, but evaluation by
outsiders has not been possible until this year when a Maryland Naturopathic
committee put into the public domain over 60 of the 2013 NPLEX Study

Guide questions (2013). Although these particular questions/answers were no doubt
put forth to impress Maryland physicians, they reveal out-dated information, superficial
knowledge of critical conditions, and invalidated approaches that could easily result in
fatalities, and has. Note several cases where patients have difficulty breathing and the



"correct” answers would do nothing to address these critical conditions. In other cases,
people in distress would be given nothing but a placebo for relief; those with potentially
serious conditions requiring immediate medical intervention are instead diagnosed with
a "gi deficiency."

From NPLEX Study Guide (2013):
ttpj/www leg. gtate co. us/CLICS/CLEC§2Q‘#SMcommsumm nst/

4) LITTLE PHABRMACOLOGY STUDIES

The most prominent of naturopathic schools — Bastyr — has recently halved their
required study in pharmacology from 55 to 27.5 hours. Other schools may foliow suit.
This is a fraction of what is required of other health care professions.
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5.) NO STANDARDS OF CARE

Even the most benign of medications may cause harm in the hands of an ND because
the practice of naturopathy has no standards of care. Vitamins, for example, are likely
going to be administered needlessly, and where they are injected, the administration
would be totally inappropriate, judging the potential harm against little or no benefit.

Patients will not be given adequate information for informed consent when NDs
routinely market their nostrums with exaggerated and false claims, e.g. that
homeopathics are efficacious and L.V. vitamins are appropriate treatment for cancer.

6.) REGULATION IMPOSSIBLE

With no professional standards of care, there can be no way to regulate NDs' use of
medications.

NDs have not even been legally allowed to practice for one year yet, reportedly with 11
complaints filed already against fewer than 100 registrants. Initial rule-making is not
yet completed. Even if one considers NDs valid practitioners, it is premature to be
allowing more medical privileges when their first Sunset Review is still more than a
year away.

7.) LACK OF SUPERVISION NEEDED TO PROTECT THE PUBLIC

California recognizes that NDs need the supervision of a physician to prescribe a
limited formulary.

| urge you to set this bill aside. NDs need to prove themselves as safe, efficacious,
and responsible before anymore privileges are granted.

Thank you for giving the matter careful attention.
Linda Rosa, BN

Loveland, CO
970-667-7313



