Attachment A

~EIE76 " Department of Regulatory Agencies

HB14-1099
Optometrists Prescription Drug Authority

The Colorado Depariment of Regulatory Agencies (DORA) opposes
HB14-1099.

e There is no doubt optometrists are responsible prescribers of
hydrocodone combination drugs, such as Vicodin.

e However, based on alikely change to the federal classification of
Vicodin, the bill would render inadequate the regulatory checks on
prescribing highly addictive substances.

e Currently, the DEA classifies Vicodin and similar drugs as Schedule
3 drugs. The likely DEA reclassification would move Vicodin to
Schedule 2, indicating its “high potential for abuse.”

e This bill proposes to carve out Vicodin and similar drugs from
Schedule 2 in Colorado law in order to continue to permit
optometrists to prescribe such drugs.

e Although the bill would not give explicit authority for optometrists to
dispense all drugs in Schedule 2 (including Oxycontin, Percocet,
etc.), in practice that is what would happen because optometrists
would receive a DEA registration card with permissions for all of
Schedule 2. (See Exhibit.)

e DORA believes such a gap in the regulatory system is unwise, and
optometrists have other options to provide pain relief to patients
(e.g., non-narcotic aliernatives).
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LAUREN LARSON TESTIMONY ON HB14-1099 BEFORE HOUSE
HIE COMMITTEE, FEBRUARY 6, 2014

Madam Chair, Madam Vice Chair, Members of the Committee, |

represent the Colorado Department of Regulatory Agencies. | am

Lauren Larson, Director of the Division of Professi and

Occupations at DORA. Our Division regulates:more than 50

professions, including optometrists.

The federal Drug Enforcement Agency, the DEA, classifies all drugs
into Schedules 1-5. The lower the Schedule number, the more
potential for addiction. Currently, the DEA classifies Vicodin as a
Schedule 3 drug. Vicodin and similar drugs combine the narcotic

hydrocodone with other pain relievers such as acetaminophen and



ibuprofen--they are called hydrocodone combination drugs. The
DEA is anticipated to reclassify hydrocodone combination drugs
from Schedule 3 to Schedule 2, indicating their high potential for

abuse.

Now it is not uncommon for a drug to change sche ules. But this
ons:in HB1099, would

render inadequate the regulatory checks on prescriblng highly

change for Vicodin, combined with the provi

addictive substances. How would that happen’?
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HB1099 proposes to carve 1

v 9 this drug safely for a

long tlmewnatuﬂrally 0 .ometrlsts wish to act to preserve that

authonty DO‘RA S co_ncern is that a‘lthough the bill does not give

exphcnt authority for o'btometnsts to dispense all drugs in Schedule

2 (mcludmg Oxglcontm Percocet etc.), in practice that is what
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regzstratto'h card_ﬁ wnth permissions for all of Schedule 2. | have

distributed a' ‘copy of a DEA registration card so you may see what it
looks like. Notice the authorities in the box include drug Schedules,
such as Schedules 2 and 3, but not specific drugs. Prescribers
may obtain from drug wholesalers, most of whom are out of state,
any drug in the Schedules listed on their card. They may then

dispense these drugs from their offices.



So the bill would create a gap in the regulatory

system. Optometrists would lack State authority to dispense
Schedule 2 drugs except for hydrocodone combination drugs, yet
they would possess a credential from the DEA WIth full authority for
Schedule 2. Creating such a gap in the reguiatory system is

unwise, especially at a time when the state S prescrlptlon drug

abuse problem is of epidemic proportlons Pleasehnote that the
profession reports that all optometrlsts in the State, combmed only

prescribe a couple dozen Vicodin prescrtptlons ina year and that

pharmacology experts tell us that Schedule 3 provides several

alternatives to Vicodin for patleﬁnt pain rel:éf

In closing, please note that DOR/ il continue to work with the

sponsors of this t

ldentlfy a/_:__so ution that does not create a gap

in the regu

Thank you_ﬁ_ﬂ_mand | would be pleased to answer any questions you

may have. :”"Aiso attendmg today’s hearing is Chris Gassen,
DORA's Program Director for the Pharmacy Board, who is a
phenomenal resource on the drug distribution system in our

state. He is also available for guestions. Thank you once again.



