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Initiative #3

Shall there be an amendment to the Colorado constitution concerning the public’s rights in the
water of natural streams, and, in connection therewith, making public ownership of such water
legally superior to water rights, contracts, and property law; granting unrestricted public access
along and use of natural streams and their stream banks up to the naturally wetted high water
mark; prohibiting the state from transferring its water rights; allowing the state government to
manage others” water rights, while requiring state government to act as steward of and to protect,
enforce, and implement public ownership of water; and allowing any Colorado citizen to sue to
enforce the amendment?

Initiative #45

Shall there be an amendment to the Colorado constitution concerning public control of water,
and, in connection therewith, allowing appropriated water rights to be limited or curtailed by
prohibiting any use of water that would irreparably harm the public ownership interest in water;
expanding the right to appropriate water for beneficial use to all water within Colorado,
including nontributary groundwater and not limited to unappropriated water, subject to the public
ownership interest; requiring water users to return water unimpaired after use to the public so as
to protect the natural environment and the use and enjoyment of water by the public; requiring
state government to act as steward of and to protect, enforce, and implement the public
ownership interest; and allowing any Colorado citizen to sue to enforce the amendment?

Status: Both initiatives have been appealed to the Colorado Supreme Court. Answer brief on
Initiative #3 filed on February 21. Answer brief on Initiative #45 due on March 5. Ruling
expected late March - mid April.



