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Agricultural Economy impacts

¢ (] ent: 263,000 new residents by 2050
means as much as 48,000 irrigatad acres lest to municipal development

i i Farmiand 33! 1 3,000 irrigated acres lost {ar
production curtailed} due to salt build-up

10 irrig W 11,000 irrigated acres affected by
water that would be diverted by NISP

SEIS, USGS, USDA

Healthy Rivers Alternative:
Three Key Elements

1. Conservaiion
2. Rotational Fallowing Agreements
3. New Infrastructure

Attachment G
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NISP Impacts: Poudre River Flows

Poudre River Flow Regime
Downtown Fort Collins.
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Sources: City of Fort Colling, USGS, STP

Other Project Impacts

r Wastewater Treatment {$75-125 milfion}
g due to Sediment Build Up

— Invasive Species —fish and traes

d Recraation:
~ Kayaking, Fishing, Swimming, Tubing, Rafting
— Birdwatching, Biking, General Aesthetics

e: tmpacts To tocal Economy

Benefits & Challenges

v Flexibility

v Steady income source for farmers

v Avoid “buy and dry”

v Establishes tong term systems and agreements
v Broad support

v Reduces costs

= |egal, engineering, and politicai challenges remain ~
legislators can help.




Conservation Savings

= 1% per year for communities, resulting in average
water use of 147 gpcd by 2025
— Severance, Windsor, Lafayette, Fort Lupton, and Evans all
below 147 gocd today
— Aurora Water: 152 gped in 2006
— Many other western cities <147 gpcd today

« New supply needs in 2025: 18,200 AF (compare to
40,000 AF for NISP}

Challenges and Opportunities

« Legal/technical - ditch-wide consumptive use analysis could
avoid lengthy and expensive legal and engineering analyses.
Use part of reservoir space when only a portion of a ditch
company wants to faliow & protect farmers who don’t
participate in the fallowing program,

Agreement structure — municipalities need permanent water
supply, with opportunity to purchase outright/renew
agreement at the end of the lease term. {See Palo Verde
agreement structure)

Rozational fallowing offers additional, long-term benefits ta the
urban communities, by preserving agricultural fand, open
space, envirenmental and community benefits.

Rotational Fallowing

+ Follows model of the

Super Ditch in the
Arkansas Basin

— Fields fallowed in 1/4

years

* General support in Ark

Basin and in South
Platte, according to
surveys
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Preliminary Costs: NISP and the HRA
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