Attachment J

COLORADO /B RECYCLES

Colorado Recycles is a 501{c} (3) nonprofit organization that gathers information and conducts research
concerning recycling of materials. That research is published for the beneﬁt of the people of Colorado
and may he accessed without charge through the web sites sponsored by Colorado Recycles.

Currently, Colorado Recycles is sponsoring 4 web sites.

The main web site is www.colorado-recycles.org and among other pieces of information available on the

web site is the only statewide recycling availabie in Colorado. The Colorado Recycling Guide contains
recycling information about drop off recycling programs, curbside programs, statewide and regional
recyclers, national recyclers and nonprofit entities that conduct recycling activities as part of their
mission or to raise money to support those missions. The Guide contains information on 50 different
materials. The data base now has more than 2,100 individual recycler records and continues to grow.
The Guide is very heavily used and has reached the point where it receives in excess of 1,200,000 visits a
year. For example, as of February 6, the site had logged 1,216,311 visits in the past 12 months.

Colorado Recycles sponsars a special web site in conjunction with the Colorado Municipal League that is
dedicated to curbside recycling programs within municipalities. That web site can be found at
www.coloradocurbside.com. The information on the web site was compiled from the first ever
statewide survey of municipal trash collection and curbside recycling programs conducted by CML and
Colorado Recycles. That baseline data is old and needs to be updated. The updating was anticipated to
be done this past fall, but was delayed in response to the global economic downturn. Because this web
site is a special web site mostly of interest to local government officials, it has not been promoted
through the media. Even with its lower profile, the web site receives more than 10,000 per month. As
of February 6, the web site had received 166,511 visits in the past 12 months.

Colorado Recycles sponsors a special web site that is dedicated to Christmas tree recycling, and can be
found at www.recycleyourchristmastree.com. This is the only comprehensive guide to Christmas tree
recycling in the state and is heavily used by the media for holiday stories related to Christmas tree
recycling. This year the information on the site was expanded to include recycling information about
Christmas tree lights. Not surprisingly, this site gets most of its use in December and January over the
holiday seasen. This was the second year for this particular guide, and it received 322,262 visits in the
past 12 months. Most of those visit occurred in December, 2008 {98,620 — more than 3,000 per day)
and lanuary, 2009 (162,813 — more than 5,000 per day).

P.O. Box 370490 » Denver, Colorado 80237-0490
www.colorado-recycles.org



The newest web site sponsored by Colorado Recycles is dedicated to plastic bag recycling. This web site
was created last summer and was brought live in the fall. The web site can be found at
www.recycleyourplastichag.com and is experiencing an increasing number of visits although it has not

' been promoted with the media yet. The web site contains the only statewide guide to locations where
consumers can take their plastic bags for recycling. The web site is experiencing a sustained number of
users between 5,000 and 6,000 per month - but it is too early to feel comfgrtable about trends.

As part of the research that was conducted during the creation of the Plastic Bag Recycling web site, 86
communities were identified as having bag recycling programs. These communities constitute 67.4% cf
the state population. These statistics, however, understate the availability of plastic bag recycling
options because, by design, the web site posts the physical address of the site and does not attempt to
portray the market area of the store.

For example, in Alamosa County, there is plastic bag recycling immediately available in the City of
Alamosa. There is not, however, a recycling site in Hooper. It is highly probable that the residents of
‘Hooper and in the unincorporated areas of Alamosa County shop in the City of Alamosa on a regular
basis and can take advantage of the recycling bins located in the stores where they shop.

&



Sources of MSW

We estimated residential waste (including
waste from apartment houses) to be 55 to
65 percent of total MSW generation. Waste
from commercial and institutional locations,
such as schools, hospitals, and businesses,
amonnted to 35 to 45 percent.

Anaiyzing MSW

We analyze waste by material, such as paper

and paperboard, yard trimmings, food scraps, and plastics, and by major product categories, which include
durable goods (such as furniture), nondurable goods (such as paper or clothing), containers and packaging

Nationally, we recycled and composted 85 million
tons of municipal solid waste. This provides an annual
benefit of 193 million metric tons of carbon dioxide
equivalent emissions reduced, comparable ta the
annual GHG emissions from more than 35 million

passenger vehicles,

(such as milk cartons and plastic wrap), and other materials (such as food scraps).

Total MSW generation in 2007 was 254 million tons. Organic materials continue to be the targest component
of MSW. Paper and paperbeard account for 33 percent, with yard trimmings and food scraps accounting for 25
percent. Plastics comprise 12 percent; metals make up 8 percent; and rubber, leather, and textiles account for
almost 8 percent. Wood follows at around 6 percent and glass at 5 percent. Other miscellaneous wastes make

up approximately 3 percent of the MSW generated in 2007 (see Figure 5).

Figure 5. Total MSW Generation (by material), 2007
254 Million Tons (before recycling)
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