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Be il enacted by ihe pegplz of the State of Colorado:
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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL

Article 1X of the Constitution of the State of Colorado is hereby amended by the addition
of the [ollowing =ew scction:

Sce. 17, The prow sions of Sections 25 and 34 of Article V, Sections 7 and 15 of Arucle
IX, and Section 2 of Arnicle X! of this Constitution notwithstanding, the General
Assembly shall provide By law that, 1 be effcctive with the 2006-2007 school year, all
slatc monies  apprornaisd for gencral support of pre-kindergarten, kindcrgarten,
clementary and sceordar: cducation, including those [or the equalization of property
taxces, shall be apport ened among all Colorado students between the ages of four and
twenty-one, an¢ 2al the value of each individual share of such apportionment, in the
torm of a voueher, shal ac under the control of the parent or guardian of each student
for which 2 voucher s requested: students who are emancipated minors shall control their
own vouchers. The value o said voucher shall be no less than 95% of the average
statewide per-pupll revenue or its equivalent in any state education funding formula. To
increase the value o the voucher the General Assembly may provide by law for the
similar apportionment of fal property taxes, and other local taxes, raised tor educational
pwposes.  The Gzicra Assembiy may also provide by law [or the similar
apportionmient, in lhe fonn of a voucher, of funds appropriated for categorical services
such as transportaton and special education. The cxpress object of such apporlionments
is 10 wllord said parent o guardian or emancipaled minor a choice of appropriate pre-
Kindergarten, kincergericn, slementary and sccondary cducational services trom among
the vanous resources avalsble in Colorado, including, but not limited to, the parcnt’s
choice of governmert (pubiic) schools, or non-government schools (which may aceept
the voucher and redeem 13 alue from the state), or home schools (which may exchange
the value of the voucher for educational services and materials in-kind), as provided by
law.  School districts mmay be remunerated at the rate of 2% of the value of each voucher
tor administrative scry ces in connect:on with the disbursement of vouchers. No voucher
shall be redeemable nor exchangeable for services from any institution operated,
controlled or furded av ail organization formed for political purposes as defined in law,
nor from any organization tcaching or supporting terrorism as defincd by law, nor {rom
any mstitution which discrirainates in contravention of stae or federal luw. Nothing in
this section shall ereece [n ary statc agency any authority not cxisting prior to January 1.
2002, over ithe e¢ucational srograms of non-government educational resources, except
for provisions i luv seling minimum student achievement or proficicncy standards,
which mayv be no eicre siringent for non-government educational resources than for
governmeni (publi) schools. Seetion 17 of Article 9 of this Constitution is repealed.
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