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SENATE RESOLUTION 03-017

BY SENATOR(S) Dyer,  May R., McElhany, Andrews, Anderson, Arnold, Cairns, Chlouber, Entz,
Evans, Hagedorn, Isgar, Johnson S., Jones, Kester, Lamborn, Nichol, Owen, Takis, Taylor, Teck,
Tupa, Gordon, Grossman, Phillips, and Sandoval.

CONCERNING AN EXPRESSION BY THE COLORADO STATE SENATE OF
APPRECIATION FOR THE CONTRIBUTIONS MADE BY THE UNITED KINGDOM
TO OPERATION IRAQI FREEDOM. 

WHEREAS, The United States and the United Kingdom share bonds of a common
culture, ties of language and kin, and common principles of government dating back to at
least the Magna Carta in 1215; and

WHEREAS, In connection with the Glorious Revolution of 1688-89, the principles of the
English Bill of Rights were offered to William III and Mary II by the English Parliament and
accepted by them as a condition for accepting the throne after James II was dethroned, and
the Bill of Rights enumerated certain civil and political rights of Englishmen that could not
be taken away, including:  Freedom from royal interference with the law; freedom from
taxation by royal prerogative, in the absence of Parliamentary consent; freedom to petition
the sovereign; freedom to bear arms for self-defense; freedom of speech in Parliament;
freedom from cruel and unusual punishments; freedom to elect members of Parliament; and
freedom from fines and forfeiture without trial; and

WHEREAS, The events of the Glorious Revolution, most particularly the adoption of the
English Bill of Rights, represented a milestone in the Western political tradition, for they
helped cause a landmark shift in political power from the monarch to parliament, which shift
was never thereafter successfully challenged, and the English Bill of Rights can be regarded
as a predecessor of the Bill of Rights contained in the United States Constitution; and

WHEREAS, The United States and the United Kingdom have stood together to confront
and overcome other challenges that have confronted the free world dating back to at least the
beginning of the last century, including World Wars I and II and the Cold War; and

WHEREAS, The United Kingdom was a steadfast friend and ally of the United States and
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the cause of free peoples everywhere during the first Gulf War in 1991, committing the lives
of its own armed forces to that effort, and has faithfully supported our common interests in
a lasting and just peace and security for all the peoples in the Middle East and around the
world in the twelve, often trying, years since the end of the first Gulf War; and

WHEREAS, The United Kingdom was also steadfast in joining with our nation in the
considerable and ultimately unsuccessful efforts to obtain a final resolution of the United
Nations that would enforce previous resolutions of the United Nations calling upon the Iraqi
government to disarm; and

WHEREAS, With the commencement of Operation Iraqi Freedom, the United Kingdom,
in sending its gallant armed forces to the Middle East, continues to stand by our nation and
other members of the coalition in pursuit of a resolution of the ongoing conflict with Iraq that
will thwart aggression, eliminate dangers from terrorists and their supporters possessing
weapons of mass destruction, overthrow the yoke of tyranny and repression, and promote the
establishment of democracy and free institutions in Iraq; now, therefore,

Be It Resolved by the Senate of the Sixty-fourth General Assembly of the State of
Colorado:

That the Senate of the State of Colorado extends its gratitude and appreciation to the
people of the United Kingdom, Her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth II, Her Majesty's Government,
and Prime Minister Tony Blair for their steadfast resolve, their long-standing friendship, and
the gallant sacrifices they have made in supporting the coalition and Operation Iraqi
Freedom.

Be It Further Resolved, That copies of this Resolution be sent to Her Majesty, Queen
Elizabeth II, the Rt. Honorable Tony Blair, M.P., the Houses of Parliament of the United
Kingdom, and to the Honorable Tony Brenton, Charge d'affaires of the Embassy of the
United Kingdom to the United States.

____________________________  ____________________________
John Andrews Mona Heustis
PRESIDENT OF SECRETARY OF
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