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SENATE JOINT MEMORIAL 03-011 

CONCERNING A REQUEST THAT THE CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES101

WORK TO ACHIEVE FISCAL DISCIPLINE IN THE FEDERAL BUDGET.102

WHEREAS, The Colorado constitution requires the state to1
balance its budget and permits deficit spending only in extraordinary2
circumstances; and3

WHEREAS, With revenues declining sharply since the national4
economy entered a recession in 2001, the states are facing the most5
serious budget challenge since World War II; and6

WHEREAS, Colorado and many other states are making difficult7
decisions in order to control spending and balance their budgets; and8

WHEREAS, While states are cutting expenditures during these9
lean economic times, the federal government is increasing its spending at10
a rapid rate; and11

WHEREAS, The United States Congress recently passed the12
largest appropriations bill ever, increasing federal spending by 7.8% over13
the previous year; and14

SENATE SPONSORSHIP
Teck, 

HOUSE SPONSORSHIP
(None),
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WHEREAS, Federal spending has grown by 22% over the past1
two years, the largest two-year increase since 1976-78; and2

WHEREAS, At over $73,000, federal spending per household is3
now the highest in real terms since World War II; and4

WHEREAS, While some increased federal spending is necessary5
for national defense and homeland security, the federal budget contains6
a large amount of pork barrel spending, including $500,000 to promote7
catfish health in Mississippi, $250,000 for wine research in California,8
and $350,000 to study sweet potatoes; and9

WHEREAS, As Colorado makes difficult decisions to balance its10
budget, the federal budget projects a structural deficit of about $2 trillion11
over the next decade; now, therefore,12

Be It Resolved by the Senate of the Sixty-fourth General Assembly13
of the State of Colorado, the House of Representatives concurring herein:14

That the General Assembly encourages the Congress of the United15
States to maintain fiscal discipline by seeking ways to control and reduce16
federal spending.17

Be It Further Resolved, That a copy of this Joint Memorial be sent18
to each member of Colorado's congressional delegation.19


