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SENATE JOINT MEMORIAL 03-005 

CONCERNING MEMORIALIZING CONGRESS TO PROVIDE ADEQUATE101

FUNDING FOR MANDATES REQUIRED UNDER THE FEDERAL "NO102

CHILD LEFT BEHIND ACT OF 2001".103

WHEREAS, President George W. Bush signed into law the "No1
Child Left Behind Act of 2001", commonly known as NCLB, on January2
8, 2002; and3

WHEREAS, The goals of the NCLB legislation are laudable, and4
Coloradans have embraced the conviction that all children should have5
an equal opportunity to obtain a high-quality education; and6

WHEREAS, Colorado's commitment to high-quality kindergarten7
through twelfth grade education is evidenced by the passage of8
Amendment 23, requiring the General Assembly to increase spending on9
public schools annually by the rate of inflation plus one percentage point;10
and11

WHEREAS, In 1997, Colorado began implementing the Colorado12
student assessment program, commonly known as the CSAP, to measure13
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whether students are successfully meeting the state model content1
standards; and2

WHEREAS, Colorado has been at the forefront of the educational3
reform movement ever since; and4

WHEREAS, Colorado has already implemented many of the5
requirements of NCLB, but will require significant funding from the6
federal government in order to comply fully; and7

WHEREAS, The federal government has failed to budget and8
appropriate adequate funding for the NCLB's mandated requirements9
related to supplementary services, transportation costs associated with10
moving students from schools in need of assistance to schools making11
annual progress, additional data collection, and professional development12
for teachers in schools determined to be in need of assistance; and13

WHEREAS, State budget gaps have grown by 50 percent during14
the 2002-03 fiscal year and state policymakers will need to resolve15
unprecedented budget shortfalls, according to a report released February16
4, 2003, by the National Conference of State Legislatures, commonly17
known as NCSL; and18

WHEREAS, The latest NCSL survey reports that two-thirds of the19
states must reduce their budgets by nearly $26 billion between February,20
2003, and June 30, 2003, and states are addressing a $49.1 billion21
shortfall in budgeting for fiscal year 2003; and22

WHEREAS, According to NCSL, state legislatures face a23
minimum $68.5 billion budget shortfall for fiscal year 2004; and24

WHEREAS, Colorado is facing an estimated $1.1 billion deficit25
for fiscal year 2003-04; and26

WHEREAS, Colorado's economy is not growing sufficiently to27
generate adequate revenues to fund the unfunded portion of NCLB; now,28
therefore,29

Be It Resolved by the Senate of the Sixty-fourth General Assembly30
of the State of Colorado, the House of Representatives concurring herein:31

That we, the members of the Sixty-fourth General Assembly of the32
State of Colorado, memorialize the United States Congress to support,33
work to pass, and vote for adequate funding for mandates required under34
the "No Child Left Behind Act of 2001".35

Be It Further Resolved, That copies of this Joint Memorial be sent36
to President George W. Bush, Vice President Richard Cheney, Senate37
Majority Leader Bill Frist, Senate Minority Leader Tom Daschle, House38
Majority Leader Tom DeLay, House Democratic Leader Nancy Pelosi,39
Senate Committee on Health, Education, Labor, & Pensions Chair Judd40
Gregg, House Committee on Education and the Workforce Chair John41
Boehner, and the members of Colorado's congressional delegation.42


