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SENATE RESOLUTION 02S-001 

CONCERNING HONORING THE DRAFTERS OF THE PLEDGE OF101

ALLEGIANCE.102

WHEREAS, Francis Bellamy, a Baptist minister and chairman of1
a committee of state superintendents of education in the National2
Education Association, drafted the original Pledge of Allegiance in3
August, 1892, for a flag raising ceremony and a flag salute; and4

WHEREAS, The original Pledge of Allegiance as written by5
Francis Bellamy simply stated, "I pledge allegiance to my Flag and to the6
Republic for which it stands, one nation, indivisible, with liberty and7
justice for all."; and8

WHEREAS, In 1923 and 1924 the National Flag Conference,9
under the leadership of the American Legion and the Daughters of the10
American Revolution, modified the words of the original Pledge of11
Allegiance from "my Flag" to "the Flag of the United States of America";12
and13

WHEREAS, This version of the Pledge of Allegiance was codified14
in public law in 1942; and15

WHEREAS, The Pledge of Allegiance remained unchanged until16
the Knights of Columbus initiated a modification to add "under God"17
after the words "one nation"; and18

WHEREAS, In 1954 United States Congressman Louis C. Rabaut19
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of Michigan carried a resolution to make the change supported by the1
Knights of Columbus adding the words "under God" after "one nation";2
and3

WHEREAS, As part of its deliberations, the House Judiciary4
Committee solicited an opinion concerning comma placement in the5
phrase "one nation, under God" from the Library of Congress; and6

WHEREAS, The Library of Congress reported that ". . . since the7
basic idea is a Nation founded on a belief in God, there would seem to be8
no reason for a comma after Nation; ’one Nation under God’ thus becomes9
a single phrase, emphasizing precisely the idea desired by the authors";10
and11

WHEREAS, The Judiciary Committee and the House of12
Representatives concurred with the report of the Library of Congress, as13
did the Senate at the urging of Senator Ferguson, the co-sponsor of the14
resolution, leading the United States Congress to adopt the current15
version of the Pledge of Allegiance, which reads, "I pledge allegiance to16
the Flag of the United States of America and to the Republic for which17
it stands, one Nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for18
all."; now, therefore,19

Be It Resolved by the Senate of the Sixty-third  General Assembly20
of the State of Colorado:21

That we, the members of the Senate of the Sixty-third General22
Assembly, hereby affirm our support for the Pledge of Allegiance in its23
current form and honor all of those involved in and responsible for the24
crafting of the Pledge of Allegiance, a cornerstone of patriotism in the25
United States.26


