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SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION 02-043 

CONCERNING THE DELISTING OF THE PREBLE’S MEADOW JUMPING101

MOUSE.102

WHEREAS, In May of 1998, the federal Fish and Wildlife Service1
in the Department of the Interior listed the Preble’s meadow jumping2
mouse as a threatened species pursuant to the federal Endangered Species3
Act; and4

WHEREAS, There is a growing consensus that the Preble’s5
meadow jumping mouse is not a valid subspecies since the scientific6
evidence, including genetic analysis, has not conclusively differentiated7
it from certain other subspecies of jumping mice; and8

WHEREAS, At the time of listing, the Fish and Wildlife Service9
acknowledged that there is a "similarity of appearance" between the10
Preble’s meadow jumping mouse and another species, the western11
jumping mouse, which is widespread across the mountain West and12
whose range overlaps widely that of Preble’s meadow jumping mouse;13
and14

WHEREAS, This similarity, together with the lack of discernable15
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genetic differences, means that to positively classify a mouse as1
belonging to one species or the other, scientists must rely on2
measurements of certain morphological traits, including particularly skull3
and tooth characteristics, that require an accuracy to within a hundredth4
of a millimeter; and5

WHEREAS, There has been a growing consensus that the6
scientific evidence upon which the Fish and Wildlife Service based its7
decision to list the Preble’s meadow jumping mouse was and is8
insufficient and erroneous; and9

WHEREAS, Bills have been introduced in Congress that would10
require the Secretary of the Interior to set and utilize higher objective11
scientific standards when determining whether to list a species; and12

WHEREAS, The economic impact of listing the Preble’s meadow13
jumping mouse has been high, including increased costs in building and14
road construction and the cancellation of proposed developments; and15

WHEREAS, The economic impact of the proposed designation of16
Preble’s meadow jumping mouse critical habitat — which is expected to17
be published June 4, 2002, and which contemplates the protection of 30018
feet of habitat on both banks of approximately 400 miles of streams —19
would be considerably higher; now, therefore,20

Be It Resolved by the Senate of the Sixty-third  General Assembly21
of the State of Colorado, the House of Representatives concurring herein:22

1. That the General Assembly urges the Secretary of the Interior and23
the Fish and Wildlife Service to recognize the lack of valid scientific24
evidence supporting both the classification of the Preble's meadow25
jumping mouse as a separate species and the listing of the Preble's26
meadow jumping mouse as an endangered species.27

2. That the General Assembly urges the Secretary of the Interior and28
the Fish and Wildlife Service to give due consideration to the significant29
economic burdens such listing has on the citizens and economy of30
Colorado.31

3. That the General Assembly urges the Secretary of the Interior and32
the Fish and Wildlife Service to initiate a process resulting in the33
publication of a notice of proposed rule-making to delist the Preble's34
meadow jumping mouse.35

Be It Further Resolved, That a copy of this resolution be provided36
to Secretary of the Interior Gale Norton, the director of the United States37
Fish and Wildlife Service, the executive director of the Colorado38
Department of Natural Resources, the director of the Colorado Division39
of Wildlife, the Colorado Wildlife Commission, and to each member of40
the Colorado congressional delegation.41


