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SENATE RESOLUTION 02-010

BY SENATOR(S) Chlouber,  Anderson, Teck, Andrews, Arnold, Cairns,
Epps, Evans, Gordon, Hillman, Matsunaka, May, Musgrave, Owen,
Perlmutter, Phillips, Thiebaut, Windels, Fitz-Gerald, Hanna, Lamborn,
Linkhart, Nichol, and Tupa.

CONCERNING CHANGES IN THE SECURITY AT THE STATE CAPITOL.
 

WHEREAS, On September 11, 2001, the United States of America
endured a cowardly and heinous attack in which thousands of American
citizens lost their lives and loved ones, and symbols of this great nation
were damaged and destroyed; and

WHEREAS, In response to this tragedy, the following changes were
made in the security precautions and safety measures at the state capitol:
State patrol vehicles were permanently parked outside the north and south
entrances; certain public entrances were closed; state patrol officers were
required to operate metal detectors at the few public entrances that
remained open; access to certain parts of the capitol was restricted; and

WHEREAS, These drastic changes have not made the state capitol safe
from acts of terrorism; and

WHEREAS, These changes have caused the law-abiding citizens of
Colorado to be treated as if they are terrorists themselves by requiring them
to undergo onerous security checks prior to entry of a public building; and

WHEREAS, In our attempt to increase security at the state capitol, we
have insulated ourselves from those whom we have sworn to protect; and
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WHEREAS, These changes have relegated a detail of highly trained law
enforcement officers to checking belt buckles and briefcases at metal
detectors, which prevents these skilled officers from actively combating
crime; and

WHEREAS, Requiring a state patrol car to be placed in front of the
entrances to the state capitol prevents that vehicle from being used for other
law enforcement purposes, and creates a costly, taxpayer-subsidized
barricade on wheels; and

WHEREAS, By restricting access to the state capitol, a symbol of the
freedom and of the strength and perseverance of all Coloradans, we are
conceding a major victory to agents of terror, whether they be foreign or
domestic; and

WHEREAS, The time has come to reopen the state capitol and eliminate
these well-intentioned but ineffective security changes that were
implemented in the aftermath of September 11, 2001; and

WHEREAS, All of the capitol entrances should be reopened, without
security check points, and restrictions on access should be eliminated so
that the citizens of this state can freely enjoy their capitol; and

WHEREAS, Colorado’s talented and devoted state patrol officers should
be allowed to provide security by foot patrol in and around the state capitol,
which would allow the officers to actively protect and serve the citizens of
this state and would represent a better use of the state’s limited fiscal
resources; and

WHEREAS, Reopening the capitol would send a strong message that
Coloradans will not be intimidated into relinquishing the freedom and
liberty that the courageous men and women of the United States armed
services are currently defending; and

WHEREAS, The great State of Colorado was built on a foundation of
honor and courage, and we have not nor will we wither in the face of
danger, no matter what the threat may be; now, therefore,
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Be It Resolved by the Senate of the Sixty-third General Assembly of the
State of Colorado:

That the security measures that were adopted in the aftermath of
September 11, 2001, should be abandoned entirely and the Colorado State
Capitol should be reopened.

Be It Further Resolved, That a copy of this resolution be sent to   the
Chief of the Colorado State Patrol.

____________________________  ____________________________
Stan Matsunaka Karen Goldman
PRESIDENT OF SECRETARY OF
THE SENATE THE SENATE


