
  Double underlining denotes SENATE amendment.
Capital letters indicate new material to be added to existing statute.
Dashes through the words indicate deletions from existing statute.
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Second Regular Session
Sixty-third General Assembly
STATE OF COLORADO

REENGROSSED
This Version Includes All Amendments

Adopted in the House of Introduction

LLS NO. 02-0298.01 Jery Payne SENATE BILL  02-117

Senate Committees House Committees
Agriculture and Natural Resources

A BILL FOR AN ACT

CONCERNING THE CONTROL OF DESTRUCTIVE RODENT PESTS BY101

GOVERNMENTAL ENTITIES.102

Bill Summary

(Note:  This summary applies to this bill as introduced and does
not necessarily reflect any amendments that may be subsequently
adopted.)

Legislative Audit Committee.  Replaces statutory mandates that
the department of agriculture control destructive rodent pests with
permissive authority to control such pests.  Repeals the legislative
declaration concerning the immediate emergent need to control certain
destructive rodent pests.  Allows county commissioners to appropriate
funds to control destructive rodent pests instead of requiring the
appropriation of funds to control such pests.

SENATE SPONSORSHIP
Taylor 

HOUSE SPONSORSHIP
Vigil 
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Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Colorado:1

SECTION 1.               35-7-101, Colorado Revised Statutes, is2

amended to read:3

35-7-101.  Legislative declaration.  Whereas, in many large areas4

of this state certain destructive rodent pests, such as jackrabbits, prairie5

dogs, ground squirrels, pocket gophers, and rats, have become so6

numerous and such a grave and immediate menace MAY PRESENT AN7

UNACCEPTABLE RISK to the agricultural, horticultural, and livestock8

industries of the state, that AND large numbers of the inhabitants engaged9

in such industries in the localities so infested are in great and imminent10

danger of being impoverished and reduced to want by the destruction of11

their crops; and, whereas, the situation is MAY BECOME so serious and the12

emergency so urgent that public necessity demands that prompt,13

efficacious, and summary action be taken under the police power of the14

state to control, suppress, and eradicate the rodents in the areas infested15

by them; now, therefore, it is declared that in all fields, orchards, places,16

localities, and areas in the state infested with any such rodents in17

sufficient numbers as to materially injure agricultural or horticultural18

crops therein, such infestation is a public nuisance and subject to19

suppression and abatement as such under the provisions of this part 1.20

SECTION 2.  35-7-102, Colorado Revised Statutes, is amended21

to read:22

35-7-102.  Agreement with bureau.  To the end that the situation23

may be speedily remedied, it is the duty of The department of agriculture,24

referred to in this part 1 as the "department", to MAY enter into written25

agreements on behalf of the state with the bureau of sport fisheries and26
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wildlife of the United States department of the interior, referred to in this1

part 1 as the "bureau", such agreements to define such procedure, in2

accordance with the provisions of this part 1, as they deem advisable and3

proper for the purpose of cooperating with said bureau in the control and4

eradication within this state of the CERTAIN DESTRUCTIVE rodent pests,5

mentioned in section 35-7-101 SUCH AS JACKRABBITS, PRAIRIE DOGS,6

GROUND SQUIRRELS, POCKET GOPHERS, AND RATS.7

SECTION 3.  35-7-106, Colorado Revised Statutes, is amended8

to read:9

35-7-106.  Government lands.  On lands which THAT are a part10

of any national forest, Indian reservation, or other national reserve or11

public domain of the United States, or of any state reservation, or of any12

unoccupied or leased state lands, the control of such rodent pests shall13

MAY be carried on so far as possible at the expense of the federal14

government on federal lands and at the expense of the state government15

on unoccupied or leased state lands with such cooperation with16

occupants, lessees, licensees, or adjacent landowners as may be available.17

SECTION 4.  35-7-111, Colorado Revised Statutes, is amended18

to read:19

35-7-111.  County to appropriate funds.  It is the duty of THE20

boards of county commissioners in all counties where any such21

infestation exists or is imminent to MAY appropriate from the general fund22

such money as may be necessary to carry out the provisions of this part23

1 within their respective counties.  In counties where pest control districts24

have been created, or are about to be created, it is the duty of the board25

of county commissioners to MAY appropriate from the county general26

fund such money as shall MAY be necessary to establish and maintain a27
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fund for the payment of all accounts charged or chargeable against them1

under the terms of this part l.2

SECTION 5.  35-7-112 (1), Colorado Revised Statutes, is3

amended to read:4

35-7-112.  Eradication contracts required - procedure without5

contracts.  (1)  In case a majority of resident landowners in a prescribed6

district AREA have signed a cooperative agreement to destroy rodents on7

their lands, public notice may be given by publication by the boards of8

county commissioners wherein the lands are located at least once in a9

newspaper of general circulation in the counties affected to the effect that10

lands within the boundaries of such prescribed area, lying in one or more11

counties, are infested by said pests, or some kind thereof, in such12

numbers that in the opinion of the said department the same are liable to13

materially injure and imperil agricultural or horticultural crops within14

such area, and that such lands are about to be treated, under the15

provisions of this part 1, for the control and eradication of the pests.  If,16

within thirty days after the publication of such notice, any owner of lands17

infested by the pests within the prescribed area fails to destroy the same,18

or to enter into a cooperative agreement for their control or eradication,19

then, at the time operations are instituted on such lands, it is the duty of20

the department, or its agents, to MAY enter upon the lands and to destroy21

the pests thereon at the expense of the owner of such lands.22

SECTION 6.  Safety clause.  The general assembly hereby finds,23

determines, and declares that this act is necessary for the immediate24

preservation of the public peace, health, and safety.25


