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SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION 01-021

BY SENATOR(S) Hanna, Dennis, Epps, Fitz-Gerald, Hagedorn, McElhany,
Pascoe, Taylor, Windels, Anderson, Andrews, Arnold, Cairns, Chlouber, Dyer
(Arapahoe), Dyer (Durango), Gordon, Hillman, Lamborn, Linkhart, Matsunaka,
May, Musgrave, Nichol, Owen, Perlmutter, Phillips, Reeves, Takis, Tate, Teck,
and Thiebaut;
also REPRESENTATIVE(S) Rhodes, Cloer, Coleman, Marshall, Romanoff,
Spence, Stafford, Alexander, Bacon, Berry, Borodkin, Boyd, Cadman, Chavez,
Clapp, Crane, Daniel, Dean, Decker, Fairbank, Fritz, Garcia, Groff, Grossman,
Hefley, Hodge, Hoppe, Jahn, Jameson, Johnson, Kester, King, Larson, Lawrence,
Lee, Mace, Madden, Miller, Mitchell, Nunez, Paschall, Plant, Ragsdale, Rippy,
Saliman, Sanchez, Schultheis, Scott, Sinclair, Smith, Snook, Spradley, Stengel,
Swenson, Tapia, Tochtrop, Veiga, Vigil, Webster, Weddig, White, Williams S.,
Williams T., Witwer, and Young.

CONCERNING RAISING AWARENESS OF THE DISEASE
SCLERODERMA. 

WHEREAS, Scleroderma is a chronic, often progressive autoimmune
disease of the connective tissue in which the body’s immune system attacks
its own tissues; and

WHEREAS, The disease, whose name when literally translated from
Greek means "hard skin", is not only a skin disease but affects the body’s
internal organs as well; and

WHEREAS, Scleroderma is a highly individualized disease, involving
symptoms that range from mild to life-threatening, and the symptoms may
be either visible or invisible; and
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WHEREAS, Scleroderma causes hardening of any number of the body’s
organs including the skin, esophagus, gastrointestinal tract, lungs, kidneys,
heart, and other internal organs as well as the blood vessels, muscles, and
joints; and

WHEREAS, Scleroderma may afflict people of any age or gender and
is not particular to specific ethnic groups; and

WHEREAS, It is estimated upwards of 300,000 people in the United
States have Scleroderma; and

WHEREAS, One form of Scleroderma, called localized Scleroderma,
mainly affects children and young adults where it may appear as a linear
form on the skin; and

WHEREAS, Another form, called morphea Scleroderma, can affect all
ages and is usually found in only a few places on the skin; and

WHEREAS, Systemic sclerosis, a more generalized form of
Scleroderma, affects a wider segment of the population and involves much
more of the body; and

WHEREAS, Scleroderma is four times more common in females
between the ages of 30 and 50 than in males; and

WHEREAS, The number of people afflicted with Scleroderma is greater
than or equal to that of people afflicted with Multiple Sclerosis, Muscular
Dystrophy, or Cystic Fibrosis, even though those diseases are more widely
known; and

WHEREAS, Currently there is no known cure for Scleroderma, and the
disease can sometimes be fatal; and

WHEREAS, Scleroderma is often misdiagnosed for long periods of
time, especially when it is in its early stages, due to a lack of awareness
about Scleroderma, even among those in the medical profession, and
because many of its symptoms are common to or may overlap with those
of other diseases; now, therefore,

Be It Resolved by the Senate of the Sixty-third General Assembly of the
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State of Colorado, the House of Representatives concurring herein:

That we, the members of the General Assembly, wish to express our
concern for those people facing the challenges associated with Scleroderma,
and we admire their courage in facing such challenges;

That we hope to heighten awareness among the general population about
this disease; and

That we encourage people to find ways to become involved in efforts to
fight the disease of Scleroderma.

Be It Further Resolved, That a copy of this Joint Resolution be
transmitted to the Scleroderma Foundation, the National Arthritis
Foundation, and the National Jewish Medical and Research Center.
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