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HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION 00-1042

BY REPRESENTATIVES Paschall, King, May, and McKay; .
also SENATORS Evans, Andrews, Dennis, Musgrave, and Sullivant.

CONCERNING A RECOMMENDATION THAT THE UNITED STATES CONGRESS
AMEND THE CLEAN AIR ACT PURSUANT TO THE REPORT OF THE
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY’S BLUE RIBBON PANEL ON
OXYGENATES IN GASOLINE.

WHEREAS, On July 27, 1999, a panel of experts ("Blue Ribbon
Panel") appointed by the Environmental Protection Agency ("EPA")
submitted recommendations to address the concerns and benefits related
to reformulated gasoline and oxygenated fuels and their effects on air
quality, water quality, and the stability of fuel supply and cost; and

WHEREAS, Methyl tertiary butyl ether ("MTBE"), mandated
under the Clean Air Act of 1990 as a clean air reformulated or
oxygenated fuel, has been detected in groundwater sources; and

WHEREAS, The Blue Ribbon Panel report finds that while
incidents of MTBE occurring in drinking water supplies at levels well
above EPA and state guidelines are rare, the occurrence of MTBE in
drinking water supplies should be reduced; and

WHEREAS, MTBE is currently an integral component of the
nation’s gasoline supply in terms of volume and octane, and changes in
its use on a state-by-state basis may adversely affect the nation’s complex
fuel supply system and gasoline prices; and 

WHEREAS, There is limited research on the adverse health
effects of MTBE; and

WHEREAS, Ethanol, the primary fuel sold along the Front Range,
may be an ozone precursor and because of its biodegradability, increases
the dispersion and persistence of benzene, toluene, ethyl benzene, and
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xylene (also known as "BTEX") around leaking tanks; and

WHEREAS, The report notes there is limited research on the
adverse health effects of ethanol; and

WHEREAS, Other fuel oxygenates mandated under the Clean Air
Act of 1990, including ethyl tertiary butyl ether ("ETBE"), tertiary amyl
methyl ether ("TAME"), and di-iso propyl ether ("DIPE"), have received
limited research on adverse health effects; and

WHEREAS, The Blue Ribbon Panel report recommends that the
EPA accelerate its ongoing research efforts into the health effects of
inhalation and ingestion, air emission transformation by-products, and
environmental behaviors of ALL oxygenates; and

WHEREAS, The report further states that Congress should act to
clarify federal and state authority to regulate or eliminate the use of
gasoline additives that threaten drinking water supplies; and

WHEREAS, California Governor Gray Davis, by Executive Order
(D-5-99), identified actions that must be taken to phase out MTBE use in
California by December 22, 2001; and

WHEREAS, On January 19, 2000, eight states under the Northeast
States for Coordinated Air Use Management (NESCAUM) announced
support for federal action to repeal the oxygenated mandate in the Clean
Air Act and to phase out the use of MTBE; and

WHEREAS, On February 4, 2000, the American Petroleum
Institute together with the American Lung Association announced support
urging congressional action on oxygenates; and

WHEREAS, Since 1987 Colorado’s Front Range communities
have been mandated by Regulation 13 and the Clean Air Act to comply
with Colorado’s State Implementation Plan requiring the use of
oxygenated fuels; and
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WHEREAS, Colorado citizens have made significant progress
toward improving air quality and reassurance is necessary from Congress
and the EPA that future clean air mandates will not threaten the state’s
water supplies; and

WHEREAS, In order to ensure the health and safety of all citizens,
Congress must adopt a comprehensive approach as recommended by the
EPA to allow for a process that is the least disruptive to fuel supply and
minimizes the price impacts on Colorado motorists; now, therefore,

Be It Resolved by the House of Representatives of the Sixty-second
General Assembly of the State of Colorado, the Senate concurring
herein:

That we, the members of the Sixty-second Colorado General
Assembly, hereby request that the Congress of the United States adopt
the recommendations of the Environmental Protection Agency’s Blue
Ribbon Panel on oxygenates to ensure the health and safety of the
citizens of Colorado and the rest of the country.

Be It Further Resolved, That copies of this Resolution be sent to
each member of Colorado’s Congressional delegation and to the
Administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency.

_________________________ _________________________
Russell George Ray Powers
SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE PRESIDENT OF THE
OF REPRESENTATIVES SENATE

_________________________ _________________________
Judith M. Rodrigue Patricia K. Dicks
CHIEF CLERK OF THE HOUSE SECRETARY OF
OF REPRESENTATIVES THE SENATE


